
Black Bear 
Management in Maine 



2000 Black Bear Plan 

Goal: Provide hunting, trapping & viewing opportunity 
 

Objectives   
– Stabilize population by 2005 at no less than current levels 

through annual hunting and trapping harvest. 
 

Create I&E by 2002 targeting specific audience promoting: 
– Traditional hunting and trapping methods 
– Public tolerance of bears 

 



Population Objective 

Stabilize population by 2005  
at no less than current levels  

through annual harvest 



Measuring ability to meet objective 

Harvest 
• McLaughlin 1998  
 

– 15% harvest rate is sustainable 
 

– Harvest  of 3,500-4,000 bears annually 
 



Bear Management Goals 

Population Goal: 23,000 bears 

ACCEPTABLE HARVEST 

HARVEST BELOW OBJECTIVE 

 



What does a declining harvest mean? 

Possible explanations 
 

• Not sufficient to stabilize growth =  pop 
 
OR 
 
• Population declining ? 

 



Available data 

• Harvest 
 
• Hunter Numbers 
 
• Success rates  =   Harvest 
        Hunters 

Period Goal # Harvest # Hunters Success 

1999-2005 Meeting 3,650 12,650 29% 

2006-2014 Below 2,850 9,700 30% 



• Survival and productivity 

Maine Black Bear Study  
1975 to present 

 



Monitoring indicates an increasing pop 

Since 2005, we have seen  
 
• Increased recruitment – more cubs surviving to 

independence 
 
• Slightly higher productivity (loss of synchrony) 
 
• Healthier yearlings 
 

 
 

 



Maine’s forest has changed providing 
more natural foods for Black Bears 



The population is growing in response to 
improved habitat and low hunter harvests 

Increase of 30% 
since 2005 

1984 2000-2005 2010 

Below 
objective 

Above 
objective 

At 
objective 



Modify Harvest to Meet Objectives 

Bear population 
declined to 

18,000 

1989 

IFW shortened 
the bear hunting 

season to 
reduce the 

harvest 

1990 

Population 
recovered 

1997 

Seasons 
extended 



Not Meeting Objectives 

• Increased bag limit - 2011 
– 1 bear by hunt 
– 1 bear by trap 
 
 

• Public Tolerance High 
– Hunter Satisfaction  
 
– Few Conflicts  
 



Bears more common in rural areas 

Primary Range 

Secondary Range 

Peripheral Range 

 

 

Will tolerance change with more 
bears in urban areas? 



At a crossroad 

• Do we:  
1. Stabilize growth at current levels 
2. Return to 1999 levels 
3. Allow population to continue to increase 

 
 

What are the consequences? 
 

BIG GAME PLANNING PROCESS  



Objective 3: I&E promoting increased 
tolerance of black bears 



Currently relatively few conflicts in Maine 

• 500 complaints annually 
 

– Varies with berry/nut crops 
   

• Most are at birdfeeders, garbage 
 
• Home entries & bear attacks 

currently uncommon 
 
• Expect conflicts to rise with  

an increase in the bear 
populations 

 



Objective 3: I&E promoting increased 
tolerance of black bears 

• Brochures 
 
• Website 
 
• Social Media 

 
• Press Releases 



Objective 3: I&E promoting increased 
tolerance of black bears 

• Brochures 
 



Objective 3: I&E promoting increased 
tolerance of black bears 
  







Objective 2: I&E promoting traditional 
hunting and trapping by 2002 

• Two ballot measures to limit hunting methods 
 
 
 



Objective 2: I&E promoting traditional 
hunting and trapping by 2002 

• Social Media – Facebook, twitter, 

• YouTube videos 

• Handouts – fact sheet, faq   

• Public Speaking Engagements & Debates 

• TV, Radio, Newspaper 

• Press Releases 

• Website 
 



Objective 2: I&E promoting traditional 
hunting and trapping by 2002 



Objective 2: I&E promoting traditional 
hunting and trapping by 2002 



Objective 2: I&E promoting traditional 
hunting and trapping by 2002 

• Two ballot measures to limit hunting methods 
 

– Does the public understand hunting methods in Maine 
 

– Surveys 
 
 



Issues to address in new plan 

• Benefits/Impacts of Increasing Population 
– Other wildlife   
– Agriculture/livestock   
– Public    
– Hunters 
– Department   
 

• Support of hunting & hunting methods   
 
• Options to meet goals 
 
• Outreach & Education Needs 



Questions? 
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