Maine College Transitions Conference

“Promising Practices”

December 12, 2011
Randall Student Center, University of Maine, Augusta

Directions: http://www.uma.edu/augustacampus.html
Proposed Schedule

8:00-8:45
Registration and refreshments

8:45-9:15
Welcome and Comments (Larinda/President Handley/Gail)
9:15-10:30
Workshops: Session I

I: College Access Resources for Adult Students, Pam Crate, Finance Authority of Maine, Randall Student Center, Room 248 
Did you know that College Transition Program students may be eligible for a Challenge ME Grant to help cover the cost of an early college course?  Did you know that FAME has a Web Page that was created specifically for adult students?  This workshop will provide an overview of financial aid basics, personal money management, and resources available for you and your students.  
II: Teaching Arithmetic Skills Conceptually for Placement Test Success, Pamela Meader, Portland Adult Ed, Randall Student Center, Room 138
Many students today are weak in arithmetic skills and do poorly on college placement exams. In this interactive workshop, the presenter will share teaching these skills conceptually so that not only will students pass their exams but will understand and remember these skills for future use.
III: Integrating Stress Management into your College Transitions Project, Sally Daniels, Hancock County College Transitions, RSU 24 Adult Education, Randall Student Center 218
Stress management is essential to an effective transition into college, yet integrating a focus on stress management skills into an already complex College Transitions Program can be daunting. This workshop will share practical materials and insights drawn from participation in World Education’s pilot project Managing Stress to Improve Learning.
IV: College Transitions and Language Arts Preparation, Maggie Scholl, Farmington Adult Education. Carol Kontos, Professor, University of Maine, Augusta, and Carolyn Haskell, Belfast Adult Education, Klahr Center classroom
A panel of teachers will discuss their approaches to preparing students to increase their Accuplacer scores and succeed at College level reading and writing.
10:15-10:30 
Break

10:30-11:45
Workshops: Session II

I: Career Advising Live and Online, Shelley Taylor and Carolyn May, Women, Work, and Community Workforce Development Coordinators in the Midcoast and Southern Regions, Randall Student Center, Room 248
Join us to explore career-planning resources for use with students in the classroom or at a distance. We'll share tips for using facilitated online activities to help students uncover transferable skills, match interests and strengths to careers, and research career options.
II: Building Bridges:  The Transfer Experience and Prior Learning Assessment, Rosa Redonnett, University of Maine System, Joyce Lapping, University of Southern Maine, Randall Student Center, Room 138
Come learn about new directions and programs to enhance our student’s college experience. The session will focus on credit transfer: the myths, realities and options, and prior learning assessment: earn credit for college level knowledge earned outside the traditional classroom


III: College Transitions and Math Preparation, Kelley Heath, Bonny Eagle Adult Education, Christine LeGore, UMA Math Instructor, TBA, Randall Student Center, Room 218
A panel of teachers will discuss their approaches to preparing students to increase their Accuplacer scores and succeed at College level math.
IV: Instructional Technology: Ukulele as Boundary-Buster, Mike Burd, Franklin County Adult Education, Klahr Center classroom
We often take our own language fluency for granted; whether native or somehow long ago else-wise acquired. Many of the adults that visit our learning centers have accepted the challenge of re-defining themselves to remain vital in the "Information Age" workforce. But they quickly find that they lack the 21st Century language skills to move ahead.
Enter Ukulele: Experience first-hand the challenges of learning a new "language" and what dots you may connect to your learners experiences. Of course, we'll somehow manage to have fun in the process. Bring a uke if you have one. As a new member to the Martin Guitar endorser family, I'll have six new Martin ukes to share.
11:45-12:30 
Lunch

12:30-1:45
 Workshops: Session III
I: Academic Advising for Post Secondary Success, Val Landry, Kennebec Valley Community College, Sheri Fraser, University of Maine Augusta, Dennis Unger, University College at Bath/Brunswick, Randall Student Center, Room 218
Join this panel to learn about academic advising on the post-secondary level. Presenters will discuss their experiences and offer suggestions for advising as teaching

II: Applying Career Transition Theory to Practice in Adult Education, Jim Peacock, Kennebec Valley Community College, Randall Student Center, Room 138
The career transition theory developed by Dr. Nancy Schlossberg has many applications to the work being done in Adult Education throughout Maine.  This theory looks at 4 S's; the Situation, Self, Support, and Strategies.  Each of these can be broken down and explored with your client and will help you understand where to focus your efforts in assisting them in their career transition.  This session will cover the Transition Theory and give you practical tools you can use in your daily work with students.

III: Integrating Technology in the College Transitions Classroom, Anja Hanson, Portland Adult Education, Dawn Walker-Elders, Lewiston Adult Education, Mike Burd, Franklin County Adult Education, Randall Student Center 255
This participatory workshop focuses on promising practices integrating technology into the college transitions classroom. Technology is an important aspect of preparing students to succeed in college. Each panelist will share ideas, techniques and demonstrate some of the technology currently being used.
IV: Maine Education Opportunity Center (MEOC); Partnering for College Success: Sally Daniels, Maine Education Opportunity Center, Klahr Center classroom
An overview of MEOC services, the successful College Transitions-Maine Education Opportunity Center collaborative models, and ideas to better integrate MEOC into the fabric of your CT Program.
1:45-2:00
 Break

2:00-3:15 
Workshops: Session IV

I: Marketing: What works for College Transitions, Will Fessenden, Encompass Marketing and Design, Room 218
What do you do and how do you talk about it?   In person, on the web, and in print, it is important to talk about what you do using words and phrases that are comfortable and relevant for the consumer.  We'll review Google Trends, and discuss how to use this tool to help with everything from what language to use on your website, to issuing press releases and what programs to offer.
II: Success in the College Transitions Classroom, Lorraine Robita, Marshwood Adult Education, Ander Thebaud, RSU 24 Adult Education, Pat Theriault, Lawrence Adult Education, Randall Student Cetnter, Room 138 
Come explore approaches to comprehensive programing that enhances our students’ ability to succeed at the post-secondary level.  Each panelist will focus on a different aspect of comprehensive college transitions programming.
III: Digital Classroom Design, E-Folder Portfolio and Webpage Enrichment Activities John Metz Fort Kent Adult Education and University of Maine Fort Kent, Randall Student Center, Room 255
Explore our successful classroom model that creates a digital classroom, E-Folder and utilizes a digital syllabus. During this presentation will we review, discuss and explore what has worked in our courses at various levels. This model incorporates offline and online classroom assignments that can be corrected manually or automatically.

IV: Accuplacer Friend or Foe, Steve McFarland, Windham-Raymond Adult Education, Klahr Center classroom
Most college transition learners will need to take the Accuplacer to be “accepted” into college courses.  Review Accuplacer in the context of CT programs, the implications for students, and discuss ways to help them study and succeed.  Complete a demo version of the Accuplacer Elementary Algebra test.  Bring your questions, comments and concerns to this interactive discussion.  Practice materials will be shared.
3:15-3:30 Wrap up and adjourn
