The College Experience Course Description
Textbooks:

1. Ten Skills You Really Need to Succeed in College

2. Voices and Values, A Reader for Writers

3. Write for College, A Student Handbook 

4. 100 Things Every Adult College Student Ought to Know (When I hand these books out, you will need to read them and return them to me. Please do not mark in them.)
Course Objectives:

· Introduction to key college success strategies for effective reading, writing, and researching techniques, proper formatting of college papers, and tips on improving your listening, note-taking, studying, and test-taking skills.

· Lifelong learning concepts for organizational skills, time and stress management, and career exploration. 

· College culture awareness through exploring college policies, procedures, resources, financial aid, and other essential tools. There will be workshops, speakers, a college tour, vocabulary enrichment, and a student panel in the course of the semester. 
Course Goals:

The goal of this course is to prepare you to be an effective learner who will succeed in college. We will read and discuss various selections in Voice and Values and work on improving your reading comprehension, vocabulary, and writing skills. We will also read Ten Skills You Really Need to Succeed in College and complete most of the exercises. You will also need to learn some of the vocabulary of college by reading and studying 100 Things Every Adult College Student Ought to Know. (I will provide a list of words that you will need to study and there will be vocabulary quizzes to test your knowledge.) There will be writing assignments every week and all of your drafts must be done on a computer. 

Course Expectations:

Basic computer skills have become a must for anyone who is entering college. To be a successful college student, you must know how to send emails, attach documents to an email message, do research on the Internet and at the library, and use Microsoft Word and/or Google Docs to create and format papers. Everyone will need to have an email address with Gmail for this course and will need to check it at least once a day. If you do not have a home computer or access to the Internet, you will need to utilize the computer lab at RSU 20 Adult Ed., the Hutchinson Center, the Belfast Free Library, and/or your local library. If you are not comfortable with the computer work we will be doing, you must let me know right away. I will suggest a computer course at RSU 20 Adult Ed. or try to work with you an individual basis. 

Key Assignments:

In addition to weekly reading and writing assignments, there are several key assignments:

· Conduct an informational interview and prepare a written summary as well as an oral report. DUE ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 24.
· Submit a portfolio which contains your three best writing assignments. You will also be expected to write at least one paragraph that explains why you chose these pieces as your best work. Your portfolio should be in a pocket folder and neatly organized. You will need to include all previous drafts of each of three writing pieces with the final drafts on top. DUE ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28.
· Complete a research paper on a topic of your choice. This paper will be done in steps with plenty of guidance and support. All of you will need to do research papers in college so this is excellent practice. FINAL DRAFT DUE ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 12.
Grading: 

Grades for this course will be based on attendance, class participation, homework, quizzes and exams, as well as the assignments mentioned above. For about the first half of the semester, your writing will be evaluated more on content than mechanics (punctuation, word choice, sentence structure, etc.). This is to allow you time to improve your grammar skills in the Grammar Review class. My focus for grading all of your work will be on improvement not perfection. 
