IEP:

Q1.
If rubrics or charts are mentioned in the goals as a way to measure the goal, do 
they need to be attached?

A.  The rubric or the chart should be utilized by the service provider if the team has determined that the rubric or chart is the means to record progress. The rubric or chart would be in the service provider’s file and readily available to the team.
Q2.
Where on the IEP do you put an educational technician service that is provided in the general education environment for part or all of the day?
A. That would be put in section 8 of the IEP.
Q3.
Head Start has a home-based program. Can that be considered as an educational 
setting to a child 3-5 years of age?  Also, would you document reasons in Section 
9 of IEP?  

A. A home-based Head Start setting for a 3-5 year old is considered a home placement and would be a restrictive setting on the least restrictive environment continuum as stated at MUSER X.2.C(1)(c). A center-based Head Start program is considered an inclusive early childhood program as long as it includes at least 50% non-disabled children and is a less restrictive a setting than the home for this age range.
Q4.
IEP Section 12 – “Date child was informed of transfer of rights?” Can we write in 
the projected date that this will be done?

A. If the child has not been informed yet, then the projected date would be written here. If the meeting occurs subsequent to informing the student then the date on which the student is informed would be recorded.
Q5.
On IEP – “Parent information” = Shall we just put names or do we have to also put 
addresses?

A. Minimally, the parent’s name must be on the form. 

Q6.
For PAAP students: Do S/L short term objectives have to be done since they won’t address 
Learning Results and PAAP? What about OT and PT?

A. Any child who takes a PAAP which is aligned to alternate academic achievement standards must have short-term objectives in all IEP special education and related services. See MUSER Q’s and A’s, page 63 1st question.

Q7.
When Social Work Services are listed in Related Services, are social workers 
responsible for generating goals for the IEP?

A. The team must assure that goals are generated first; then the team determines the special education and related services required to address the goals. The related service personnel do not develop goals on their own, however their input to the development of the goals in the area of their expertise is very important.
Q8.
If a student with disabilities who has always taken alternate assessments is a 12th 
grader, do short-term objectives still need to be used, “…a description of 
benchmarks or short-term objectives (grades 3-11)?”
A. Short term objectives are required in the year that the child is being assessed by the PAAP in grades 3-8 and grade 11. An SAU may choose to develop short term objectives in the years in which the child is not taking the PAAP. [Please see the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services letter to Pat Kelly, August 24, 2007]
Q9.
Please clarify section 7: Speech and language in service vs. speech & language as a related service.

A. When the speech-language disability is the child’s sole or primary disability, the child is eligible for speech and language services as special education instruction. When it accompanies some other disability and the child needs speech and language services to benefit from special designed instruction to address that disability, the child is eligible for those services as a related service.
Q10.
Consultation under service – when do we use this?

A. See MUSER X.1.A(1) and X.2.A.(1).
Q11.
When should we expect the Medicaid Regulations to align with MUSER?  

A. The Department of Education staff are working with the DHHS staff as DHHS formulates its new regulations.
Q12.
Consideration of special factors. Section H. Does the full range of needs opportunities for direct instruction mean in the child’s language? 
Does that mean you must provide an interpreter for ELL students?

A. If the child is limited English proficient and a child with a disability, the team must consider whether an interpreter is required.  See MUSER Q’s and A’s, page 55 1st question.
Q13.
Part D --Do you need to check “needed” if the technology used by the child is technology provided to all students, i.e. calculators, access to computers?

A. No.
Q14.
Difference between, #3 Considerations {letter C} and #4 Present Level of 
Academic & Functional Performance?

A.  See MUSER Q’s and A’s, page 55 1st question.

Q15. 
For clarity, do we need to include a short-term objective page if the child does not take a PAAP?

A. No, not unless the SAU has made a policy in which it has chosen to develop short-term objectives for all children identified under MUSER.
Q16.
May I extend an annual review if we can not meet before the date on which a transfer student moves in and the group wants some time to access the student before we assess annual goals, like 3 weeks?

A. SAUs are not allowed to extend an annual review date.  Please refer to MUSER § IX.3.B.(5)(a)(i) and (ii); it addresses the topic of IEP’s for children who transfer SAU’s.  Also, please see MUSER Q’s and A’s, page 31 4th question.
Q17.
Functional performance – Does this cover performance away from 
school/classroom?



Example:  transitions: home-to-school



     peer relationships

                             athletics; cafeteria (see item 8)

A. The MUSER has a definition of “functional performance” at II.13.
Q18.
Form Headings:  “SAU/SCHOOL/Grade or CDS placement”. Please describe how out of district placement should be listed: ie: SAD #50/Sweetser School Belfast? What about state agency clients at residential placements?

A.  The sending SAU must be listed at the top of the first page of the form.  The SAU may decide whether to put the name of the out-of-district placement in the section for “School”.
Q19.
Section 3, part H Question “Communication” -- our Speech/Language consults with all teachers in our program (KidsPeace) on curriculum, instruction, literacy and impacts all students even students who are not identified as speech/language. Do 
we need to cite this in the IEP?

A. If the service is for all children then the service is part of the general curriculum and would not be on an IEP. If the team determines that a specific eligible child needs consultation, then the team would reflect the consultation on that child’s IEP.
Q20.
How often do we need to measure progress, 3-4 times per year? 

A. The IEP Team decides on the frequency of IEP progress reports per MUSER § IX.3.A.(1)(c).
