STATE OF MAINE

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION



Docket No. 2003-677










September 15, 2003

MAINE PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY



ORDER APPROVING

Divestiture of Generation Assets




REQUEST FOR

(Request for Approval of RFP




PROPOSALS PACKAGE

Pursuant to Chapter 307)

WELCH, Chairman; DIAMOND and REISHUS, Commissioners


On September 10, 2003, Maine Public Service Company (MPS) filed a request for proposals (RFP) package in accordance with Chapter 307 of the Commission’s rules.  The purpose of the RFP is to solicit proposals for MPS’s entitlement to capacity and energy from the Wheelabrator-Sherman Energy Company facility located in Sherman, Maine.  The RFP seeks proposals for two periods: March 1, 2004 through February 2005; and March 1, 2004 through December 2006 (the termination date of MPS/Wheelabrator-Sherman purchased power agreement).


Pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 3204(4), MPS must sell its entitlement to capacity and energy from any generation asset or contract that it has not divested.  The Wheelabrator-Sherman contract is MPS’s only remaining generation asset.


Section (6)(B)(3) of Chapter 307 delegates the Commission’s approval authority for a utility’s proposed RFP package to the Director of Technical Analysis.  I have reviewed MPS’s filing and find that it conforms with the requirements of Chapter 307.  Accordingly, MPS’s proposed RFP package, filed on September 9, 2003, is hereby approved.


BY ORDER OF THE DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL ANALYSIS

____________________________________

Faith Huntington

Acting Director

