Notes from the January 11, 2007 Meeting of the Maine Energy Council

The Maine Energy Council (MEC) held its third meeting from 10:00AM to 1:00PM on January 11, 2007.  The meeting took place in the Utilities and Energy Committee Room.  MEC members/designees in attendance included the following:
Senator Bartlett, Chair

Representative Adams, Chair
Representative Fletcher
Kurt Adams

Barbara Alexander

Dan Allegretti

David Allen

Tony Buxton

Eric Bryant

Skip Dumais
Cathy Lee 
Sharon Staz
At the outset of the meeting, a meeting agenda was provided to Council members, and the meeting was opened by Senator Bartlett.

Denis Bergeron of the Commission staff made a presentation to the Council entitled “EE Programs: Past to Present”
After the presentation, Council members discussed various aspects of efficiency programs and directed questions towards Denis Bergeron.  The following items were discussed:

· Value of targeting peak hour savings
· How or whether Efficiency Maine programs (or other programs) should be integrated with Standard Offer Service

· Changes in demand response capabilities of Maine consumers as a result of the Forward Capacity Market in the ISO-NE control area
· Utility incentives for efficiency
· Value of efficiency vs. transmission construction 

· Method of cost recovery for energy efficiency
    After a brief recess at noon, Mitch Tannenbaum of the Commission staff answered questions about cogeneration and net energy billing.  The following topics were discussed:
Cogeneration

· Cogeneration requirement for plants over a certain size

· The impact of utility rate design on cogeneration

· Overview of current cogeneration in ME -material will be added to the MEC website, and the issue will be flagged for future policy discussion

Net energy billing
· If net energy billing capacity reaches 0.5% of utility peak load, a PUC review is triggered

· Net energy billing intended to encourage installation of small renewable generation for a customers own use 

· Importance of mechanical aspects of installation, safety, and inspections

· After restructuring, customers are allowed to “bank” excess generation as an offset against future usage rather than receiving a payment for the generation
The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:00.
� All materials provided during MEC meetings can be obtained through the MEC’s website.  A link to MEC website can be accessed through the Commission’s web page:  www.maine.gov/mpuc.





