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Good afternoon Senator Dutremble, Representative Shaw and members of the Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife Committee. | am Jim Connolly, Wildlife Division Director at the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, speaking neither for nor against L.D. 857.

L.D. 857 would examine the issue of Municipalities charging for access and limiting the
extent of the hunting seasons within their communities as part of the expanded archery
season. The expanded archery season was implemented by this body to provide
opportunities where firearms discharge ordinances have been enacted. The Department
has heard concerns from hunters about these issues; consequently we are concerned about
Municipalities creating ordinances that conflict with state laws that govern hunting. A
couple of examples are the requirement by a Maine town for a hunter to have written
permission to hunt by a landowner and a town in Maine having differing penalties under
the town ordinance for hunting violations. We recognize the importance of determining
if this is an issue, the extent of it and addressing it as appropriate.

| would be happy to answer any questions at this time or during the work session.



