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Jun 14, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for all citizens in 
the state. We have the right to know if people are using pesticides near our homes. As a 
first step, please ask the Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free 
registry that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify people 
living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should not have weakened these 
provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time that includes other 
types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to know when they are 
used nearby.

Sincerely,

Ms. Blanche Davison
25 Eustis Pkwy
Waterville, ME 04901-4901
(207) 872-7944
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Jun 14, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for all citizens in 
the state. We have the right to know if people are using pesticides near our homes. As a 
first step, please ask the Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free 
registry that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify people 
living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should not have weakened these 
provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time that includes other 
types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to know when they are 
used nearby.

Sincerely,

Mr. Prescott McCurdy
34 Allen Point Rd
Harpswell, ME 04079-3055
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Jun 15, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to know when they are 
used nearby and therefore I am urging you to please develop a strong, free, and 
comprehensive pesticide registry for all citizens in the state. We have the right to know 
if people are using pesticides near our homes, especially if we do not believe in using 
them on our own property.  It is unfair that those of us who prefer to live without 
pesticide applications on our property are subject to pesticides anyway, due to aerial 
spraying.  Individuals have a right to protect their own property and towards insuring 
this right, I am asking you to please encourage the state of Maine Legislature to restore 
the provisions in the existing free registry that required all users of aircraft or air 
blaster equipment to notify people living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature 
should not have weakened these provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time that includes other 
types of pesticide application technology.

Thank you for your help.

.

Sincerely,

Ms. Judy Adelman
117 Falmouth Rd
Falmouth, ME 04105-1869
(207) 781-3085
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Jun 15, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for all citizens in 
the state. We have the right to know if people are using pesticides near our homes. As a 
first step, please ask the Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free 
registry that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify people 
living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should not have weakened these 
provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time that includes other 
types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to know when they are 
used nearby.

Of course the best thing would be to get away from pestice use as much as possible.
However, notification is the right thing to do if they are to be used.

Sincerely,

Mr. Stanley Moody
237 Foreside Rd
Topsham, ME 04086-5103
(207) 319-7355
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Jun 15, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for all citizens in 
the state. We have the right to know if people are using pesticides near our homes. As a 
first step, please ask the Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free 
registry that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify people 
living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should not have weakened these 
provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time that includes other 
types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to know when they are 
used nearby.

Sincerely,

Mr. Peter Cook
272 Anson Rd
Starks, ME 04911-4614
(207) 696-3137
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Jun 16, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for all citizens in 
the state. We have the right to know if people are using pesticides near our homes. As a 
first step, please ask the Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free 
registry that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify people 
living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should not have weakened these 
provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time that includes other 
types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to know when they are 
used nearby.

Sincerely,

Mr. Frank Dehler
350 Mountain Rd
Cape Neddick, ME 03902-7942
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From: Rich Bard [mailto:richbard@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2010 9:34 AM 
To: Jennings, Henry 
Subject: Pesticide Registry�
��
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[MOFGA—Katy Green, 6/25/10] 
 

Examples of Buffer Zone Laws 
(updated 6/21/2010) 

 
Fresno County, CA - No pesticide applications to occur within 1/8 mile while school is in 
session or while grounds are occupied. Fresno County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural 
production – $5,669,527,000 – the largest in CA. 
 
Tulare County, CA - No aerial application of restricted use pesticide within a 1/4 mile of a 
school in session. Second year with this condition. Applications of penncap-M, Sevin and 
Furadan shall not be made within 1 mile of pollinating bees, except when there are no 
blooming plants in the treatment area. Tulare County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural 
production - $5,017,955,000. 
 
Kern County, CA – No application of restricted use materials within 1/4 mile of a school that 
is in session or during school-sponsored activities or when children are present. For 
applications of methyl parathion, carbaryl, and carbofuran there is a 1-mile buffer zone around 
almond orchards that are being pollinated by bees, except when there are no blooming plants. 
Kern County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural production – $4,032,830,000. 
 
Monterey County, CA – No application within 500 feet of schools during school hours. 
Adjacent applications not permitted within one hour of school hours. Monterey County’s 
gross value (2008) of agricultural production – $3,829,123,000. 
 
Merced County, CA – For restricted use materials, ¼-mile aerial spray buffer zone around 
schools/hospitals/other sensitive sites. 1/8-mile buffer zone for ground spray. No aerial 
applications when sensitive crops such as vegetable and truck crops, nurseries, grapes, sugar 
beets and open greenhouse plantings, etc are within ½ mile up-wind or one mile downwind. 
Merced County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural production – $2,972,698,000. 
 
***Stanislaus County, CA - None within a ¼-mile of schools only for CA restricted material. 
Because of CA codes required to check for bees within one mile they are required to call the 
agriculture commissioner. Applicators must notify beekeepers within 48 hours about intended 
spray time when using pesticides highly or moderately toxic to bees, or materials known to be 
harmful to bees. Methyl bromide buffer zones in effect. Stanislaus County’s gross value (2008) 
of agricultural production – $2,463,787,000. 
 
Kings County, CA - No aerial application of restricted materials are to be made within 1/4 
mile of residential areas, occupied labor camps, or schools in session. Restricted use dust 
applications by air shall not be applied within 1/2 mile of crops where there is a residue 
problem and not within 1/4 mile for ground rig applications. Applications of phenoxy 
herbicides shall not be made within 2 miles of any commercial grape vineyard after bud break. 
Kings County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural production - $1,760,168,000. 
 



Imperial County, CA – ½ mile buffer zone on restricted use materials when school is in session 
or when school grounds are occupied. 1/4 mile for aerial applications within 12 hours of 
school hours; no aerial dust applications within 1/2 mile. Imperial County’s gross value (2008) 
of agricultural production - $1,684,522,000. 
 
Ventura County, CA – ¼ mile buffer zone on California restricted materials for schools in 
session. Ventura County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural production - $ $1,611,091,000. 
 
San Diego County, CA – Presence of bees in intended treatment area prohibits use of 
pesticides labeled “toxic to bees”. San Diego County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural 
production - $1,552,102,000. 
 
Madera County, CA - ***Required notification prior to application.*** Madera County’s gross 
value (2008) of agricultural production - $1,310,789,000. 
 
Riverside County, CA - For Palo Verde Valley District only, no applications of restricted use 
materials shall be made within one mile of any school. Due to past complaints the district has 
made this buffer for all pesticides. Riverside County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural 
production - $1,268,590,000. 
 
San Luis Obispo County, CA – For restricted use materials, ½ mile buffer for aerial and 500 ft 
buffer zone for ground app while children are present. San Luis Obispo County’s gross value 
(2008) of agricultural production - $606,746,000. 
 
Glenn County, CA - Restricted Materials: no ground applications within ¼ mile of a school in 
session. No aerial applications within 1/4 mile of a school at ANY time. Looked at by a case-
by-case basis. Propanol cannot be applied within 4 miles of rice fields by aerial app. Glenn 
County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural production - $558,609,000. 
 
San Bernardino County, CA - Pesticides applied by powered equipment when the application 
is to foliage or trees higher than 36 inches from the ground and the spray is directed 
perpendicular to the ground may not be applied within one hour of the business hours of the 
adjacent school. Pesticides bearing the word "DANGER-POISON" shall not be applied within 
one hour of the opening of a school or within 2 hours of closing. San Bernardino County’s 
gross value (2008) of agricultural production - $547,158,000. 
 
Yolo County, CA – ¼ mile buffer zone on restricted use materials when school is in session. 
***500 ft (danger); 300 ft (warning/caution) when people are present updates: aerial within 1 
mile of residential areas. For air carrier spraying 300 ft (danger); 50 ft (warning/caution) when 
people are present ***what does that mean? Advisory or buffer zone?*** For ground spray, 100 
ft (danger); 50 ft (warning/caution) when people are present ***again, what does this mean***. 
Conditions covering the use of phenoxy herbicides and dicamba - no aerial or ground 
applications within 2 miles of any commercial cotton, grape, or pistachio planting from March 
1 through October 15. Yolo County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural production - 
$502,173,000. 



 
Sutter County, CA - 1/4 mile buffer zone around schools, dwellings and daycares for aerial, 
air carrier and ground applications when school is in session or children present. Between 1/2 
mile and 4 miles from prune crop, no applications can be made when wind speed exceeds 10 
miles per hour. Sutter County’s gross value (2008) of agricultural production - $498,195,000. 



1

AZ1050

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, James
A. Christenson, Director, Cooperative Extension, College of Agriculture, The University of Arizona.

The University of Arizona College of Agriculture is an equal o–pportunity employer authorized to provide research, educational information and other
services to individuals and institutions that function without regard to sex, race, religion, color, national origin, age, Vietnam Era Veteran's status, or disability.

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

The University of Arizona • College of Agriculture • Tucson, Arizona 85721    9/98

SUSAN CORDELL

Assistant in Extension

PAUL B. BAKER

Pesticide Coordinator

Pesticide drift is the movement of airborne spray droplets,
vapors, or dust particles away from a target area. Pesticide
drift can be difficult to manage because the full range of drift
cannot be detected visually. Small spray droplets are carried
by wind and may travel miles before being deposited.  Smaller
airborne droplets can also evaporate into the atmosphere
and travel for great distances. In addition, highly volatile
pesticides can move as invisible vapor in the air, with
volatilization sometimes occurring even days after an ap-
plication is made.  Dusts, aerosols, and fogs also are capable
of movement over large distances.

It should be noted that drift is not associated only with
outdoor applications. Those handling pesticides indoors
may not realize how easily some pesticides move offsite in
the air currents created by ventilation systems and forced-
air heating and cooling systems.

Where agricultural drift is concerned, any application
that produces fine dusts or spray droplets may result in drift.
A distinction should be made between primaryparticle drift
and secondary vapor drift. Primary drift is the off-site move-
ment of spray droplets at, or very close to, the time of
application. For example, a field application using a boom

in a gusty wind situation could easily lead to primary drift.
Primary spray drift is not product specific, and the active
ingredientsdo not differ in their potential to drift. However,
the type of formulation, surfactant, or other adjuvant may
affect spray drift potential.

Secondary drift is associated with pesticide vapor.  Pesti-
cide vapor drift is the movement of the gas that forms when
an active ingredient evaporates from plants, soil, or other
surfaces.  And while vapor drift is an important issue, it only
pertains to certain volatile products. Vapor drift and other
forms of secondary drift are product specific. Water-based
sprays will volatilize more quickly than oil-based sprays.
However, oil-based sprays can drift farther, especially above
95º F, because they are lighter.

To address the nation’s status on drift, the national Spray
Drift Task Force (SDTF) was formed, consisting of major U.S.
pesticide producers, distributors, and formulators. In a  re-
cently released study on primary pesticide drift, the SDTF
quantified the factors that are most significant in evaluating
drift. By quantifying drift factors, applicators have a useful
tool that enables them to address the management of the most
important drift factors first (Table 1).

The SDTF study looked at pesticide drift in the field,
laboratory, and wind tunnels to determine the major factors
contributing to drift. Study applications were made by
aerial, airblast, ground, and chemigation methods in differ-
ent regions of the country under a wide range of environ-
mental conditions.

Source: Pesticide Notes, MSU Extension*Most important factors in bold

Pesticide Drift

AAAAAEEEEERIAL AAAAAIIIIIRBLAST GGGGGRRRRROUND CCCCCHHHHHEMIGATION

*eziStelporD *eziStelporD *eziStelporD *eziStelporD *eziStelporD yponaCporC yponaCporC yponaCporC yponaCporC yponaCporC eziStelporD eziStelporD eziStelporD eziStelporD eziStelporD thgieHnoitacilppA thgieHnoitacilppA thgieHnoitacilppA thgieHnoitacilppA thgieHnoitacilppA

thgieHnoitacilppA thgieHnoitacilppA thgieHnoitacilppA thgieHnoitacilppA thgieHnoitacilppA eziStelporD eziStelporD eziStelporD eziStelporD eziStelporD thgieHmooB thgieHmooB thgieHmooB thgieHmooB thgieHmooB deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW

deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW deepSdniW

tnemtsujdAhtawS

yponaC

htgneLmooB

seitreporPlacisyhPxiMknaT

Table 1. Factors affecting drift, in descending order of importance

 [MOFGA--Katy Green, 6/25/10]
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The study found that the risk of primary pesticide drift is
a result of factors such as the  equipment set-up, application
height, and wind. (There are also small “carrier” effects due
to the nature of the solvents present in the formulation.)
Potential for primarypesticide drift depends on the following:
• droplet size
• wind speed and direction
• air movement/temperature gradient
• application height
• nozzle type
• pressure
• temperature
• humidity
• physical properties of the product
• terrain/crop canopy

The SDTF also looked at buffer zones.  Buffer zones are set
distances around schools, day care centers, health care
facilities, and residential areas where applicators must
observe certain restrictions.  Areas of concern are protected
by buffer zones, established to prevent the movement of
pesticides from application sites.  Areas of concern are sites
or living things that can be easily injured by a pesticide.
Outdoor sites include areas:

• where ground water is near the surface or easily reached
(wells, sinkholes, porous soil, etc.)

• in or near surface water

• near schools, playgrounds, hospitals, and other insti-
tutions

• near the habitats of endangered species

• near apiaries (honeybee sites), wildlife refuges, or parks

• near ornamental gardens, food or feed crops, or other
sensitive plantings

Sites of concern indoors include areas:

• where people — especially children, pregnant women,
the elderly, or the sick — live, work, or are cared for

• where food or feed is processed, prepared, stored, or
served

• where domesticated or confined animals live, eat, or are
otherwise cared for

• where ornamental or other sensitive  plantings are
grown or maintained

In the SDTF study of buffer zones, no drift was measured
upwind from application sites. Therefore, waiting until the
wind is blowing away from an area of concern can be more
effective in protecting that area than using a downwind
buffer zone.  The study also found that there is always some
level of drift measured downwind from the treatment site,
suggesting that there may always be some level of drift with
current application methods.

Arizona requires that agricultural  applicators observe
buffer zone restrictions (Table 2) when making applications
of either highly toxic or odoriferous pesticides near schools,
day care centers, health facilities, or residential areas.  State
criminal and civil violations can result in fines and other
penalties.  Federal violations can result in a $25,000 fine and
one year in prison for commercial applicators, and $1000
and 30 days for private applicators.  License suspension
and loss of certification may also occur.

Steps applicators can take to reduce pesticide drift
(Table 3) are:

• Apply pesticides in the evening or early in the morning.
These are the best times to avoid wind problems. (Evening
is best, early morning is next, and both are better than
daytime application.)

SSSSSCCCCCHOOL D/D/D/D/D/ AAAAAY CCCCCAAAAARE HHHHHEEEEEALTH CCCCCAAAAARE RRRRREEEEESIDENTIAL

noitacilppAlaireA noitacilppAlaireA noitacilppAlaireA noitacilppAlaireA noitacilppAlaireA

)diuqil(cixotylhgiH elim4/1 .tf004 .tf001

)tsud(cixotylhgiH elim4/1 .tf004 .tf003

suorefidO elim4/1 elim4/1 elim4/1

noitacilppAdnuorG noitacilppAdnuorG noitacilppAdnuorG noitacilppAdnuorG noitacilppAdnuorG

)diuqil(cixotylhgiH elim4/1 .tf004 .tf05

)tsud(cixotylhgiH elim4/1 .tf004 .tf003

suorefidO elim4/1 elim4/1 elim4/1

Table 2.  Buffer zones for pesticide applications in Arizona.



3

• Do not apply if the wind exceeds a range of five to seven
miles per hour, even if the legal limit is greater.

• Determine wind direction and consider this when de-
termining application timing, equipment, and whether
or not to make an application.  The wrong wind direc-
tion can cancel everything done to reduce drift!

• Do not spray during thermal inversions, when air
closest to the ground is colder than the air above it.
When possible, avoid spraying at temperatures above90-
95º F, ideally not over 85º F.

• Use the largest nozzle opening that gives adequate
coverage.

• Use solid cone or fan spray nozzles that produce larger
droplets.

• Use the lowest pressure possible consistent with good
coverage and nozzle design.

• Add drift control agents to produce larger droplets and
reduce the possibility of drift, especially when working
near areas of concern such as a water source.  Read the
label for specific instructions.

• Choose a formulation less subject to drift:  dusts are the
most likely to drift, sprays are intermediate, and gran-
ules are the least likely to drift.

• Choose the best application method for the circum-
stances. For example, ground equipment usually causes
less drift than aerial application, but an airblast sprayer
used on the ground may be highly susceptible to drift,
depending on the nature of the crop canopy.

• For applications of liquid and dry formulations, com-
mercially available or homemade shrouds or skirts
attached over or behind the application equipment can
help  prevent spray droplets and pesticide particles
from becoming airborne.

• Know your surroundings.  Pesticide drift in the air cannot
be stopped.  The polluted air creates a hazard for people,
animals, and plants that contact it.  Pesticides in the air
may contaminate soil, air, and water.  They may settle onto
water, crops, livestock, trees, parks, or houses. Drift has
the potential to contaminate, damage, or kill agricul-
tural, ornamental, turf, and forestry crops planted on
contaminated soil. Contaminated soil may cause prob-
lems with grazing and crop rotations, and with recre-
ational and residential sites.

erudecorP erudecorP erudecorP erudecorP erudecorP elpmaxE elpmaxE elpmaxE elpmaxE elpmaxE noitanalpxE noitanalpxE noitanalpxE noitanalpxE noitanalpxE

secudorptahtepytelzzonatceleS
.stelpordesraoc

ro,enocllufelgna-ediwesU
.selzzongnidoolf

elbissopstelpordtsegralehtesU
yrassecengnidivorpelihw

.egarevoc

s'elzzonehtfodnerewolehtesU
.egnarerusserp

dnapordniaRrofisp04ot02esU
elzzonrehtorofisp52nahtssel

.sepyt

ynametarenegserusserprehgiH
001nahtssel(stelpordllamserom

.)snorcim

.thgiehmoobrewoL
thgiehmoobtsewolehtesU

mrofinugniniatniamelihwelbissop
.noitubirtsid

htiwsesaercnideepsdniW
aybthgiehmoobgnirewoL.thgieh

tegrat-ffoecudernacsehcniwef
.tfird

.eziselzzonesaercnI ,apg02ot51sieganollaglamronfI
.apg03ot52otesaercni

ecuderlliwselzzonyticapacregraL
.tegrat-ffodetisopedyarps

sselerasdeepsdniwnehwyarpS
dniwnehwdnahpm01naht

evitisnesmorfyawasinoitcerid
.stnalp

evitisnesfienozreffubaevaeL
reffubyarpSdniwnwoderastnalp

.segnahcdniwehtnehwenoz

evomlliwemulovyarpsehtfoeroM
.sesaercnidniwsategrat-ffo

siriaehtnehwyarpstonoD
.mlacyletelpmoc

yllarenegriamlacyletulosbA
etalrogninromylraenisrucco

gnineve

,gniximsecuderriamlacyletulosbA
yamtahtduolcyarpsasevaeldna

emitretalatadniwnwodevom

nehwevitiddalortnoctfirdaesU
dedeen

remylopniahc-gnollareveS
.elbaliavaerastcudorp

ehtesaercnisevitiddalortnoctfirD
ybdecudorpezistelpordegareva

.selzzon

Table 3. Summary of Recommended Procedures for Reducing Drift Damage (Ground Application)

Source: Loren E. Bode and R.E.Wolf, Agricultural Engineering Dept., Univ. of Illinois.
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Any products, services, or organizations that are mentioned, shown, or indirectly implied in this publication do not imply
endorsement by The University of Arizona.

In Arizona, drift reduction is mandatory, and when
urban and rural areas exist side by side, drift reduction is an
especially important issue.  Urban residents often do not
understand the agricultural use of pesticides, and many
disagreements, misunderstandings, and litigation could be
avoided by taking steps to reduce drift.  Remember that drift
reduction benefits everyone.

(Sources: Arizona Agricultural Pesticide Applicator Training Manual,
Univ. of Arizona, 1997; Pesticide Notes, Michigan State Univ., 1996;
Information Sheet, Delaware Dept. of Agriculture, 1996; Just The
Facts, Cotton Foundation, 1996; Arizona Study Guide for Agricultural
Applicators, Arizona Crop Protection Assoc, 1991; Applying Pesticides
Correctly, EPA, 1993; Farm Chemicals Handbook, 1997)



Gov. David Paterson signs bill banning pesticides on school playing
fields
Published: Tuesday, May 18, 2010, 5:35 PM     Updated: Tuesday, May 18, 2010, 6:18 PM

Delen Goldberg / The Post-Standard 

Albany, NY -- Gov. David Paterson signed a bill this afternoon banning the use of pesticides on school

athletic fields and day care playgrounds.

Schools will have one year to stop applying pesticides on playing fields. They still will be able to use

chemical treatments if a pest infestation breaks out.

More than 18,000 people signed petitions in favor of the bill, which previously died in the Legislature nine

times. Advocates cited scientific studies that show exposure to pesticides can increase children’s risk for

cancer, exacerbate asthma and trigger seizures.

Chemical companies lobbied against the bill. They say pesticides are highly regulated by the state and

federal governments and therefore are safe to use.

Schools will likely see a slight increase in cost during the first two years of switching from chemical to non-

chemical treatments, but their annual cost should fall between 7 and 25 percent after the third year,

according to a study by Grassroots Environmental Education, a nonprofit public health advocacy group in

Nassau County.

Grassroots Environmental Education also has offered free training to school groundskeepers on ways to

care for fields without pesticides.

» Read our earlier coverage on the topic.
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From: Sharon Peralta [mailto:slperalta@metrocast.net]  
Sent: Sunday, June 27, 2010 11:10 PM 
To: Jennings, Henry 
Subject: Comprehensive pesticide notification registry

Dear Mr. Jennings,

As a concerned citizen and resident of Maine who deals with Multiple Chemical Sensitivity issues as a result of pesticide 
exposures, I have very real and strong concerns for others who may be affected. Children especially are the most vulnerable, 
but even adults can suddenly manifest serious health impacts once their balance has been tipped. More and more, studies are 
bearing out that pesticides are persistent and extremely damaging whether exposure is great or minor.

� The scope and operation of a comprehensive registry
        It would seem feasible that a registry process could be established by requiring registration when chemicals are 
purchased.         Purchasers should need to specify where and how often each chemical is to be applied and should not be 
allowed to purchase more than required for the cited applications. A simple, centralized database could maintain not only 
quantities of various chemicals purchased, but based on the registration of application, could be used to map areas. This 
information should be made accessible to the public by some means. I think of applications that may abut each other or other 
chemicals combining this information with air currents, land topography, precipitation, ground water and aquifer maps could 
make it easy to see where high levels of chemicals might deposit, where individuals might stand greatest risk of exposure, etc.

� The types of applications and equipment to be included under the registry
           Anything sprayed by air craft or vehicle that puts vaporized product into the air for any commercial operation or residential
operations that use any regulated product.

� The appropriate distances from a spray site for determining whether neighbors qualify for notification
            If my property abutted any parcel on which applications were being made, I would want to know--even if the application
was in the middle of a 100-acre parcel. I think in all cases, no matter the distance, immediate abutters should be notified. I also
feel that due to the ability for vaporized product to drift on air currents, a two mile radius of notification is not unreasonable. I 
have a blue berry farm up a hill from me. Fortunately winds do not typically blow from their direction to me, but if they did, I could 
certainly see my property getting fallout from any spraying there.

� The feasibility and advisability of requiring land managers to post signs on properties where pesticides are applied
            This seems a reasonable requirement to me. When I hike, I avoid areas where I know chemicals have been applied.

� The feasibility of developing an automated, Internet-based system for land managers to use in notifying registry participants
            This seems feasible with a simple database run behind a website. Much could be automated and maintenance could be 
minimized through the use of automation.

Thank you for your time to consider my comments.
 
Sharon Peralta 
82 Stanley Road 
Springvale, ME 04083 
slperalta@metrocast.net  
 
 
 
 
 



Peter and Deborah Aldridge
Hatch Knoll Farm
29 Hatch Knoll Rd
Jonesboro ME 04648
207 434 2674
June 28th 2010

Maine Board of Pesticides Control
Augusta, Maine

Notification Registry Information Gathering

Board Members, Staff Members;

As many of you know we have been blueberry and soft fruit farmers here in Jonesboro for some
years. We practice certified organic methods, so our pesticide usage is limited, but we have some
opinions and ideas we would like to contribute to your debate.

1) Risks, Benefits and Harm
We understand that much of life involves some level of risk and generally some associated level of
benefit. If we drive a car it is because we judge the risk of us suffering harm is small compared to the
benefit of convenient transportation. If we lived in an area where malaria is endemic we would have
significant tolerance for organophosphates, since we could consider the risk of harm mitigated by
protection from malaria against the risk of harm from the material itself. When it comes to
agricultural pesticides, however, the key difference is that we (and others) suffer the risk of harm,
while the farmer enjoys the benefit of added yields. We have no “benefit” to trade against the risk,
so we are intolerant of the risk. This seems to be a significant point generally ignored and worth
taking into account.

2) Information and Education
If we want the public to make informed decisions about these kind of issues then the public needs
knowledge. Knowledge about both the fact that the use of pesticides and artificial fertilizers has led
to vast yield increases over the years and also the fact that these yields come at a cost (e.g.
http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/721892 ).

However none of this is helpful unless people also know what is being applied, where, and when,
which brings us to the subject of Notification. We had neighbors literally driven from their home by
the pressure of unpredictable aerial spraying of adjacent land, causing their yard and their children’s
toys to be repeatedly enveloped in chemical odor and wetted with spray. She was also unwell every
Summer until she moved away, and after that had good health. The current occupant of the same
house moved in around the time of the enhanced notification rules, so they were informed of
spraying activity, and could take reasonable precautions. This year they were horrified to find
spraying going on without notification, the rules having been relaxed. How were they supposed to
know? Why did the land manager not have the courtesy and common sense to contact the people
they had notified the year before and at least tell them they would no longer be doing so? This
seems an example of arrogant behavior begging for more regulation!



We have relatives whose property is intersected by a power line. They have a vegetable garden close
to the power line. One day, quite by chance, they were in their garden when a contractor came by
clearing brush along the right-of-way. He warned them that herbicides were to be sprayed there, and
suggested they contact the power company to find out what was to be sprayed due to the proximity
of their vegetable garden. How are people like this supposed to make informed decisions when the
activity is not publicized? And how are we to handle the fact that both our relative and her
immediate neighbor have contracted identical – and rare - cancers? It matters no longer to our
relative as she recently died of this disease.

3) The Registry
We have been struck by the primitive level of technology the Board have applied to the registry thus
far. An essentially static list that can only be updated once a year is simply ridiculous in this day.

Consider:
a) The USDA has a database of all working farms including field maps, farm and field designations

and locations on a GIS system.
b) The University of Maine at Machias hosts the state Geographic Information Systems Service

Center.
c) Google Maps offers an extensive range of web based spatial and cartographic tools.

Given these resources, here is how we think the registry should work:

Field Managers identify (once) the fields they are managing (maybe using existing USDA farm/field
designations).

Citizens enter their addresses, which are transformed to spatial co-ordinates via Google Maps.

When Field Managers are planning their activities they indicate the fields they are working with, and
the products and application methods they are planning to use, the date and rough time. That’s ALL
they have to do. The system calculates all citizen recipients within pre-set distances from the target
fields, using the current (updated to the minute) list of recipients and current rule set, which of course
can include different rules for different products, application methods, etc. The system either
generates and sends email notices or queues automated phone calls. The system embeds links to
labels and MSDS sheets for relevant materials, includes a standard boiler-plate message from the
land manager, etc. And finally prints a list of target fields, products and persons notified for the land
managers records. This list constitutes evidence of notification activity.

Job done. With this level of technology support it’s likely field managers would see the registry as a
useful management tool and record keeping system, and it’s hard to feel any significant burden
would accrue to them using it.

Hopefully you will find something of value in these thoughts, as ever we are always happy to discuss
them further.

We continue to appreciate the efforts you extend to bridge the divide on these issues – we envy you
not!

Sincerely,

Peter & Deborah Aldridge
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7/20/2010

Please add the attached report (sent to me by Dr. Zahm) to my testimony on the spray notification process. 

From: zahms@exchange.nih.gov 
To: jodyspear@hotmail.com 
Date: Fri, 2 Jul 2010 10:50:34 -0400 
Subject: FW: Pesticides and cancer 

FYI

From: Zahm, Shelia (NIH/NCI) [E]  
Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2010 12:58 PM 
To: Zahm, Shelia (NIH/NCI) [E] 
Subject: FW: Pesticides and cancer
�

From: Gwynne Lyons [mailto:Gwynne.Lyons@chemtrust.org.uk] 

�
CHEM�Trust�is�releasing�the�above�report���with�a�strict�embargo�date�of�2nd�July�(this�Friday)�at�
00.01am.
�
�
Gwynne�Lyons
Director�,CHEM�(Chemicals,�Health�and�Environment�Monitoring)�Trust
01603�507363
www.chemtrust.org.uk

The New Busy think 9 to 5 is a cute idea. Combine multiple calendars with Hotmail. Get busy.
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Cover photos clockwise from top left, include Children running in field [Credit: iStockphoto/Maica], Spraying 
orange trees [Credit: iStockphoto/Ricardo Azoury]. Woman spraying red bush [Credit: iStockphoto/brozova], 
Supermarket vegetable aisle [Credit: iStockphoto/digital planet design], Tractor spraying [Credit: iStockphoto/
brytta], Farmer [Credit: iStockphoto/Forting], Pregnant mum and daughter [Credit: iStockphoto/Kemter], 
Burgundy vineyard [Credit: iStockphoto/Hofmeester].
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A REVIEW OF THE ROLE PESTICIDES PLAY IN SOME CANCERS: 
CHILDREN, FARMERS AND PESTICIDE USERS AT RISK?
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A REVIEW OF THE ROLE PESTICIDES PLAY IN SOME CANCERS: 
CHILDREN, FARMERS AND PESTICIDE USERS AT RISK?
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A REVIEW OF THE ROLE PESTICIDES PLAY IN SOME CANCERS: 
CHILDREN, FARMERS AND PESTICIDE USERS AT RISK?
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A REVIEW OF THE ROLE PESTICIDES PLAY IN SOME CANCERS: 
CHILDREN, FARMERS AND PESTICIDE USERS AT RISK?
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A REVIEW OF THE ROLE PESTICIDES PLAY IN SOME CANCERS: 
CHILDREN, FARMERS AND PESTICIDE USERS AT RISK?
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A REVIEW OF THE ROLE PESTICIDES PLAY IN SOME CANCERS: 
CHILDREN, FARMERS AND PESTICIDE USERS AT RISK?
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A REVIEW OF THE ROLE PESTICIDES PLAY IN SOME CANCERS: 
CHILDREN, FARMERS AND PESTICIDE USERS AT RISK?
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A REVIEW OF THE ROLE PESTICIDES PLAY IN SOME CANCERS: 
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Henry Jennings, Director
Maine Board of Pesticides Control
207-287-2731
henry.jennings@maine.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: null [mailto:takeaction@nrcm.org] On Behalf Of Lauren Kramer
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2010 6:11 PM
To: Jennings, Henry
Subject: Support a strong, no-cost pesticide registry in Maine

Jul 11, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for all citizens in 
the state. We have the right to know if people are using pesticides near our homes. As a 
first step, please ask the Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free 
registry that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify people 
living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should not have weakened these 
provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time that includes other 
types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to know when they are 
used nearby.

Sincerely,

Miss Lauren Kramer
1353 Walnut Ln
Macungie, PA 18062-9405
(484) 695-3732
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Henry Jennings, Director
Maine Board of Pesticides Control
207-287-2731
henry.jennings@maine.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: null [mailto:takeaction@nrcm.org] On Behalf Of Jaremy Lynch
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 1:36 PM
To: Jennings, Henry
Subject: Support a strong, no-cost pesticide registry in Maine

Jul 19, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for
all citizens in the state. We have the right to know if people are
using pesticides near our homes. As a first step, please ask the
Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free registry
that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify
people living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should
not have weakened these provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time
that includes other types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to
know when they are used nearby.

Sincerely,

Mr. Jaremy Lynch
160 Allen Point Rd
Harpswell, ME 04079-3056
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Henry Jennings, Director
Maine Board of Pesticides Control
207-287-2731
henry.jennings@maine.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: null [mailto:takeaction@nrcm.org] On Behalf Of Betty Schaefer
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 12:06 PM
To: Jennings, Henry
Subject: Support a strong, no-cost pesticide registry in Maine

Jul 19, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for
all citizens in the state. We have the right to know if people are
using pesticides near our homes. As a first step, please ask the
Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free registry
that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify
people living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should
not have weakened these provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time
that includes other types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to
know when they are used nearby.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Betty Schaefer
80 Hermit Thrush Dr
Buxton, ME 04093-6572
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Henry Jennings, Director
Maine Board of Pesticides Control
207-287-2731
henry.jennings@maine.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: null [mailto:takeaction@nrcm.org] On Behalf Of Deirdre Strachan
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 9:45 AM
To: Jennings, Henry
Subject: Support a strong, no-cost pesticide registry in Maine

Jul 20, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for
all citizens in the state. We have the right to know if people are
using pesticides near our homes. As a first step, please ask the
Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free registry
that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify
people living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should
not have weakened these provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time
that includes other types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to
know when they are used nearby.

Sincerely,

Ms. Deirdre Strachan
1 N Ledges Rd
Harpswell, ME 04079-3821
(207) 721-0238
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Henry Jennings, Director
Maine Board of Pesticides Control
207-287-2731
henry.jennings@maine.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: null [mailto:takeaction@nrcm.org] On Behalf Of Cheryl Thompson
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 3:15 AM
To: Jennings, Henry
Subject: Support a strong, no-cost pesticide registry in Maine

Jul 20, 2010

Board of Pesticides Control
ME

Please develop a strong, free, and comprehensive pesticide registry for
all citizens in the state. We have the right to know if people are
using pesticides near our homes. As a first step, please ask the
Legislature to restore the provisions in the existing free registry
that required all users of aircraft or air blaster equipment to notify
people living within 1/4 mile of spray areas. The Legislature should
not have weakened these provisions.

In addition, please develop a more comprehensive registry over time
that includes other types of pesticide application technology.

Pesticides are toxic chemicals. All Maine citizens have the right to
know when they are used nearby.

Sincerely,

Ms. Cheryl Thompson
PO Box 334
East Winthrop, ME 04343-0334
(207) 377-6029


