
 

 

 
 
 
TO:  Board Members 
FROM  Lebelle Hicks PhD DABT 
RE:  Vinegar as an Herbicide 
 
December 2, 2010 
***************************************************************************** 
During the discussion of homemade, consumer product pesticide policy during the last meeting, 
there was some support from the Board not to discourage the use of vinegar (5% food-grade 
acetic acid) as an herbicide. Attached is the label for the 6.25% acetic acid product registered in 
Maine in 2010. When an individual uses the 5% vinegar product as an herbicide, they do not 
have access to the precautionary, protective equipment requirements and directions for use 
statements on the labels. This means they are either “winging it” or are relying on information 
from nonregulated sources such as the Internet information in the second attachment. 
 
There are six products registered federally containing acetic acid as their sole active ingredient. 
The Maine registration status is found in Table 1. 
 

Table 1. Maine Registration Status of Acetic acid Products for 2010 (NSPIRS 2010) 

Product EPA# 
% Acetic 

Acid 
Signal 
Word 

ME-2010 

Eastman Acetic Acid P Grain and 
Hay Preservatives 

8655-11 99.7 Danger No 

Ecosharp Weed & Grass Killer 69836-1 25 Danger No 

Fleischman’s Vinegar Weed Control 85208-1 20 Danger Yes 

Weed Works Weed & Grass Killer 81936-1 20 Danger Yes (distributor 
product) 

Ecosharp Weed & Grass Killer 
Ready-to Use 

69836-2 6.25 Warning Yes (distributor 
product) 

Grotek Elimaweed and Grass Killer 86313-1 7.15 Caution Yes 

  
From an acute risk perspective, using unregistered vinegar, without appropriate personal 
protective clothing, poses a risk to the eyes. In addition, efficacy depends on the stage of growth 
of the weeds.  
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With rising interest in natural green living, making your own eco-
friendly herbicide is one way you can maintain an organic garden. You 
will probably have most of the ingredients for making natural herbicides 
in your home because the needed ingredients are common kitchen pantry 
items. 

Basic Vinegar Base Recipe 

The most common and frequently used ingredient in homemade 
herbicides is vinegar. You can use almost any kind of vinegar, including 
inexpensive plain white vinegar. To make ½ cup of herbicide use: 

 ¼ cup vinegar  
 ¼ cup table salt  
 ¼ cup dish soap  

Mix these three ingredients together and place them into a spray bottle 
and then spray the mixture on your plants. The vinegar kills the weeds 
and the salt prevents the weeds from growing. Soap permits the 
herbicide mixutre to cling to the plant. 
 
Another vinegar recipe includes the use of gin: 

 1 oz. gin  
 1 oz. dish soap  
 1 oz. vinegar  

Vinegar herbicides are considered broad non-specific herbicides and will 
kill anything they come in contact with. As a result, it is important for 
you to pay attention to wind conditions before using the mixture.  You 
also need to know whether there is the potential for rain or mist because 
a wind or a breeze will spread the herbicide beyond the area where you 
are spraying it. Moisture,such as rain or mist, will also dilute the 
herbicide and make it ineffective. 

Recommend Sign Up to see what your friends recommend. 

Ads by Google 
Weed Killer Super Store 
Professional Products Freight Free 
For Land Or Water Applications 
InterstateProducts. com/ Weed_Killer 
Pest Control 
$50 Off Terminix Pest Control.

Page 1 of 1How to Make Your Own Herbicide | DoItYourself.com

11/30/2010http://www.doityourself.com/stry/how-to-make-your-own-herbicide


	bpc-consumer-prod-memo_lh_12-10
	acetic acid 69836-2 label
	acetic acid DIY



