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May 27, 2009 

TO:  Board Members 

FROM: Gary Fish, Manager, Pesticide Programs 

SUBJECT: Disinfection of Artificial Turf Fields 

The number of artificial turf fields in Maine has increased over the past 5 years. Not only universities 
and colleges sport synthetic grass, but a number of high schools and indoor sports arenas also run on 
plastic turf. All of these surfaces are regularly disinfected because of a concern about staph infections, 
especially methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA).  

Typically, a quaternary ammonium product (sample label attached) is used and it is usually applied 
with a low-pressure boom sprayer. Because they are applying with powered equipment, they cannot fit 
into the exemption for persons applying general-use antimicrobial products by hand or with non-
powered equipment to interior or exterior surfaces and furnishings of buildings during the course of 
routine cleaning procedures. 

Where does this type of activity fall on the Board’s enforcement priority scale? Should we be 
inspecting each artificial turf field to see if they are applying disinfectants and, if so, require them to 
either license their own staff or hire a company licensed to do microbial pest control (Category 7C)? 
Should this activity be folded into Category 7C or should it be added to the 3B Turf category? 

I would like your guidance before making decisions on how to approach this somewhat new area of 
pest management. 












