Guidelines for Writing Budget Bill Language


The purpose of this document is to provide guidance in preparing language in budget bills.  Language is included in budget bills in Part C and beyond.  Parts and sections are assigned by the Bureau of the Budget.
Unallocated Language

Language that has temporary or housekeeping provisions and is published in the Laws of the State of Maine but not in the Maine Revised Statutes
Examples of new unallocated language:


Sec.  DDD-1.  Transfer of funds; Office of Securities.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the State Controller shall transfer $1,000,000 by June 30, 2007 from the Office of Securities Other Special Revenue Funds account in the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund.


Sec.  Z-4.  Rename Child Welfare Services program.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the “Child Welfare Services” program within the Department of Health and Human Services is renamed the “State-Funded Foster Care/Adoption Assistance” program.


Sec.  FF-1.  Department of Conservation, Division of Forest Fire Control account; lapsed balances; General Fund.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, $28,960 of unencumbered balance forward in the Personal Services line category in the Department of Conservation, Division of Forest Fire Control, General Fund account lapses to the General Fund at the close of fiscal year 2007-08.
Paragraphs are indented.  Header is bold print and phrases are separated by semi-colons.  Text is not underlined.   
Example of amended unallocated language:


Sec.  CC-2.  PL 2007, c. 1, Pt. K, §2 is amended to read:


Sec.  K-2.  Transfer from Personal Services – Riverview Psychiatric Center to All Other.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 1585 or any other provision of law, available Personal Services salary savings in Riverview Psychiatric Center accounts, which result from Physician positionsNurse positions and Psychologist positions that are vacant as a result of the inability to recruit, may be transferred to All Other by financial order upon recommendation of the State Budget Officer and approval of the Governor.
Paragraph is indented.  Header is bold print and phrases are separated by semi-colons.  If amending language, underline new language and strikeout language being removed.
Allocated Language
Language which has general or long-lasting application, enacts or affects the Maine Revised Statutes and is placed somewhere in the existing statutory framework
Example of new language:


Sec.  LLLL-1.  12 MRSA §10261 is enacted to read:

§10261.  Boat Launch Facilities Fund

The Boat Launch Facilities Fund, referred to in this section as “the fund,” is established within the department as a nonlapsing fund to be used by the commissioner to fund or assist in funding the establishment, improvement and maintenance of publicly owned boat launch facilities in inland waters.  The commissioner may accept and deposit into the fund any monetary gifts, donations or other contributions from public or private sources.  Funds deposited in the fund must be used for the purposes specified in this section.
Paragraph is indented, statute title and section number (12 MRSA §10261) are bold.  Department is responsible for finding the appropriate section in existing statute.  The action (is enacted to read:) is not in bold.  New language is all underlined.

Example of amended language:

Sec. K-3.  5 MRSA §13110-A, sub-§1, ¶C, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 673, Pt. M, §8, is amended to read:

C. “Research capacity committee” means the EPSCoR steering committee Governor’s       Maine Science and Technology Advisory Council referred to in section 13110.

Paragraph is indented, statutory reference (5 MRSA §13110-A, sub-§1, ¶C) is bold. The action (as enacted by PL 2003, c. 673, Pt. M, §8, is amended to read:) is not in bold.

Example of language that is further amended:

Sec. P-1.  35-A MRSA §116, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1997, c. 586, §4, is further amended to read:


4.  Use of funds.  The Public Utilities Commission may use the revenues provided in accordance with this section to fund 65 employees and to defray the costs incurred by the commission pursuant to this Title, including administrative expenses, general regulatory expenses, consulting fees and all other reasonable costs incurred to administer this Title.

Paragraph is indented, statutory reference (35-A MRSA §116, sub-§4) is bold. The action (as amended by PL 1997, c. 586, §4, is further amended to read:) is not in bold.
Example of language that is repealed:


Sec. I-1.  5 MRSA §935, sub-§1, ¶H, as amended by PL 1983, c. 729, §4, is repealed.

Paragraph is indented, statutory reference (5 MRSA §935, sub-§1, ¶H) is bold. The action (as amended by PL 1983, c. 729, §4, is repealed) is not in bold.
Summaries
A brief summary should be provided for each language submission which clearly describes what the proposed language will accomplish and should follow the proposed language.  If the part proposed deals with a broad subject matter, a more detailed summary may be necessary.  The summary may also include a brief description of the purpose intended to be solved.  The summary for the unallocated 3rd example above is as follows:
SUMMARY


This Part lapses $28,960 of unencumbered balance forward in the Personal Services line category in the Division of Forest Fire Control, General Fund account in the Department of Conservation to the General Fund at the close of fiscal year 2007-08.


Further examples can be found in budget LD’s at the end each bill.
General Rules
· When a position title is referenced, list the position first followed by the department.
· When a program is referenced, list the department first followed by the program name.

· If amending language, underline the new language and strikeout the language being removed.
· When amending statutory language, do not include unaffected sections/unchanged paragraphs.
· Section letters are assigned by the Bureau of the Budget so the paragraph should begin with “Sec. ____.”
· If the proposed language includes related allocated and unallocated, allocated should appear first in order of chapter/section.
· Grammar usage rules applicable to budget initiatives apply to budget bill language (see Guidelines for Writing Budget Bill Initiatives).
· For further guidance or examples refer to past budget bills, the Revisor of Statutes drafting manual at http://janus.state.me.us/legis/ros/manual/Draftman2009.pdf or your Budget Analyst.
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