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Capital Campaign Progress

The Capital Campaign Cabinet has aggressively raised funds since the Luncheon at the Blaine House in early spring. In spite of the economy, the mission of Educare resonated with donors across the state and nation and we rallied to raise enough to break ground.  

Since June, the team has raised a total of $8,466,000. With many proposals still out, and prospective donor visits lined up, we anticipate reaching our $11,000,000 goal no later than September 2010. 
 
This project has state-wide and national appeal, so allow your creative thinking in suggesting individuals, businesses, and foundations for whom early childhood education is an interest.  If you have contacts for prospective donors, please share them with us at educaremaine@gmail.com.

Doris Buffett Attends Groundbreaking

Dignitaries and Educare allies from across the state and nation attended the ceremonial Groundbreaking on June 25th.  Featured speakers included Doris Buffett, Dan Pedersen, Portia Kennel of the Ounce of Prevention, the Governor and First Lady, Bill and Joan Alfond, Eric Haley and Kathy Colfer. 

More than 100 guests joined us at the library of the George J. Mitchell School, where through tall windows we could overlook the Educare site.  Children in hard hats sang "Mud" and reminded us exactly why we are rallying to build this extraordinary center.  Head Start directors from across the state gathered in support.  At the end, the dignitaries, together with the children, wielded shovels and broke ground.
Since that monumental occasion, the site has been cleared of trees, 1500 truckloads of fill were removed, and the ground is prepared for the foundation. Notably, 40 individuals were put to work due to the Stimulus funds. We are on-target to open by September 2010. 

National & State Policy  

The Children's Cabinet, the First Lady, and the Governance Team have worked closely since the beginning concept of Educare to ensure Educare's sustainability into the future.  Our state leadership has prioritized early childhood education and thus Educare to seek ways to fund operations, reaching out to national partnerships and leaders to advocate for resources. These partnerships are significantly unique and hold great promise for the future of our state and nation.  
 
First Lady and Joan Alfond Go National
First Lady Karen Baldacci and Joan Alfond represented Educare Central Maine at the Educare national event held in Washington DC. Philanthropists and advocates from all over the country joined to present to U.S. Senators and Representatives the importance of early childhood education in general and Educare specifically, as a model for the highest quality of comprehensive services for the nation's most needy children and their parents.   
 
In her follow-up about the success of the event, Harriet Myers of the Ounce of Prevention Fund wrote, "We really made a statement, and it was clearly heard by Members of Congress and the Administration. The credit is yours for what was truly an historic event. I think we all realize that, together, we achieved something special. C-Span is broadcasting the House's discussion of HR 3221 that would create the Early Learning Challenge Fund - and I am hearing familiar language from its proponents on the floor, many of whom we saw last night.  It is a new day for our cause. Thank you for ensuring that it is much brighter and holds more promise than ever for the youngest and most vulnerable children in our country."
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From left to right, Dan Pedersen of the Early Buffett Early Childhood Fund, Peter Benard from Ledgewood Construction, Kathy Colfer of KVCAP, Eric Haley, Superintendent of Schools, Governor John Baldacci, First Lady Karen Baldacci, Doris Buffett, Bill Alfond and Joan Alfond join children in breaking ground for Educare Central Maine





Delivering high-quality early care and education 


to our youngest learners and their caregivers








Pledge Commitment





I/we believe in investing in quality care and education for our Maine children age 0 – 5, and agree to commit to the following amount to the Educare Central Maine program:


Total pledge: $ _____________________


Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________________


Company (if corporate/Foundation gift): _______________________________________________________


Address: ________________________________________________________________________________


City: _______________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: ______________________


Daytime phone: ______________________________E -mail address: ________________________________


Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________


Please contact me/us regarding a naming opportunity for our gift. 


Payment type:


A check made payable to Educare Central Maine (EIN #: 26-4176872)


Securities (Educare Central Maine will contact you to arrange)





I/We wish to spread our pledge over two years, and enclose the first payment now.  I/we understand the balance will be due by July 2010 and a bill will be sent.





Please send form and payment to:


Educare Central Maine c/o KVCAP Finance Department


97 Water Street  Waterville, ME  04901


Questions may be directed to Allyson Karter at (207) 649-6826








