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On behalf of the ConnectME Authority, I am pleased to announce the tenth grant round of our broadband infrastructure-funding program.  We are looking for creative solutions for expanding affordable broadband service to the unserved areas of Maine.  For this round, we continue to request smaller, focused proposals, with a suggested grant limit for each project of $100,000, funding no more than 50% of the total project, while recognizing that we can be flexible for exceptional proposals.  Legislation creating the ConnectME Authority provides for funding from a 0.25% surcharge on instate communications services.  
We also require that prospective applicants indicate in their application that they have communicated with nearby existing broadband service providers for current and future plans for expansion in the proposed project area.  The intent of this contact is to minimize overlap and to prevent ConnectME Authority funds from being used in areas where private investment is or will deliver broadband service.
We recommend that applicants find partners among the various providers of broadband services or community-based organizations to use the grants as seed money to get operational infrastructure installed.  The amount of local public and private funding will be considered when reviewing the applications.  

Please review the ConnectME Authority Rule and Statute, which can be found online at http://www.maine.gov/connectme/.  Pay particular attention to Section 6(D) of the rule, which describes the application and evaluation process.  Due to recent statutory changes, the description of eligible applicants and the challenge process specified in the Authority’s rule is no longer applicable. 
  
  Please be aware that the Authority has stated its primary funding activities will be targeted at areas where residents do not currently have access to any terrestrial broadband service.  The Authority will give preference to those projects that provide the greatest relative improvement to existing broadband service, if any.
The Maine State Legislature recognizes the importance of making broadband services available throughout our entire State.  Future economic opportunities depend on our ability to have these services affordable and available to all residents of Maine.  While many providers have made great strides in most parts of the State, we must seek ways to encourage deployment in all unserved areas.
The Authority recently updated its definition of broadband.  “Unserved” for grant funding purposes will be any area that receives no broadband service or service less than 1.5 Mbps, download.  The Authority has defined effective broadband service for funding as 10 Mbps download and 10 Mbps upload.  Application projects must be able to provide this level of service.  “Underserved” is defined as areas that receive service between 1.5 Mbps and 10 Mbps.  Grant applications and scoring guide can be found on the Authority website at http://www.maine.gov/connectme/grants/index.shtml.   
Information resources can also be found on the Authority’s website at http://www.maine.gov/connectme/about/resources.shtml.  Pre-prepared maps are also available in the Static Map Gallery. 
Finally, all ConnectME Authority grant awardees (applicant and/or eligible provider partner) will be required to fully cooperate with the Authority and its contractor, James W. Sewall Company regarding data collection for the broadband mapping project.
Confidential information may be included if clearly marked and in a separate file.  Please contact Phillip Lindley, Executive Director (207) 624-9970, phil.lindley@maine.gov for further information or questions.
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� See Chapter 284, Public Laws of 2015 (LD 1063)





PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
Phillip Lindley










           Phone:  (207) 624-9970
Executive Director
   
     

   www.Maine.Gov/ConnectME/

                  
           Mobile: (207) 441-0498

