State Sentencing and Corrections Practices Coordinating Council

Minutes of May 18, 2010 meeting

1:00 – 2:35 p.m.

Burton Cross Office Building, Room #105

State House Complex

Augusta

Present SSCPCC members:

Hartwell Dowling, Administrative Office of the Courts; Evert Fowle, District Attorney, Kennebec & Somerset Counties; Denise Giles, MDOC; Anne Jordan, Commissioner, Maine Department of Public Safety; Chair Malory Shaughnessy, Cumberland County Commissioner; Elizabeth Ward-Saxl, Executive Director, Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault 

Audience:  Elizabeth Simoni, Executive Director, Maine Pretrial Services

Staff:  Kelene Barrows, Maine Department of Corrections



Handouts:

· Agenda for 5/18/2010 meeting
· Minutes of 4/27/2010 meeting


Welcome & Introductions:

Council members went around the room with introductions.



Approval of Minutes:

· April 27, 2010, minutes were accepted.


Chairs Report:
· Guiding Principles:
Chair Shaughnessy recommended the Council review the guiding principles that were adopted on February 9, 2009, on a yearly basis to refresh our memories as to our focus as a group.  
Re-affirmed by all - 

An underpinning philosophy is the use of evidence-based practices to reduce recidivism, thereby preventing further victimization and creating safer communities.  

Based on this core value, the work of the SSCPCC will be guided by the following principles: 

1. The most effective strategy for reducing recidivism is through a comprehensive, system-wide approach to the application of evidence-based practices.  Sentencing policy changes alone will not reduce recidivism.

2. Reducing recidivism through evidence-based practices is the key to enhancing public safety and decreasing harm to the victims and the community.  All relevant stakeholders, including the victims, the legislature, and members of the community must be knowledgeable about evidence-based practices and understand how they relate to overall public safety goals.  

3. Correctional alternatives should be viewed as part of a permanent, continuum services system and used to reduce recidivism, rather than as a stopgap measures to deal with overcrowding or lack of funding.

4. Corrections research is constantly evolving.  A responsive system keeps abreast of the research, evaluates its system, and makes systemic changes based on data and the most up-to-date available research.
5. An organization/system that is most successful in initiating and maintaining offender interventions and supervision practices, consistent with the principles of effective intervention, will achieve the greatest recidivism reductions.  

· Purpose and Duties:
Chair Shaughnessy had the Council review the purpose and duties to get input on where to spend more time.  It was noted there is not funding to accurately monitor sentencing practices and review ongoing data collection on recidivism and programming in consultation with research organizations and universities, to make informed decisions regarding sentencing practices, corrections funding and programming. There is no data to develop recommended correctional and sentencing standards based on evidence-based correctional practices and promote and support the use of evidence-based correctional practices for managing the risk and needs of offenders and pretrial defendants. The Council is looking to the Sentencing Summit to provide information and assistance to county and state corrections officials regarding current evidence-based correctional practices and provide a forum for sharing information on evidence-based correctional practices that are used throughout the State. 

It was noted that to be a successful state in the evidence based practice area is to have a high quality statistical analysis done; Maine lacks in depth research data.  There needs to be statewide system of consistent funding for research to provide real statistics needed.  Other states have full time funding for statistical analysis.  It was suggested to push the legislature to make an investment in research.

· Membership:  

It was noted the Council membership has a number of appointments coming to term.  It was suggested to look for new representation from the Maine Sheriff’s Association and the Maine Municipal Association.  It was also suggested to reach out to maybe Pat Paradise a retired Augusta city councilor.


Pretrial/Bail Training – Next Steps

· It was noted the Council will act as a steering committee for the process moving forward over the summer and into the fall.
· Deferred for more discussion at the June 15, 2010 meeting.


Sentencing Summit Planning:
· Deferred to the June 15, 2010, meeting.


Justice Reinvestment Act:
Chair Shaughnessy wanted to share with the Council the possibility of having Maine become a participant in the Justice Center project to develop state-specific, data-driven policies that save taxpayer dollars and direct some of those savings to strategies that can make communities safer and stronger. She noted it is a project of the Council of State Government’s Justice Center, with support from the U.S. Justice Department’s Bureau of Justice Assistance. They have currently been working with eleven other states, including New Hampshire which is similar to Maine.  Chair Shaughnessy noted they are looking at other states.  She would like to approach them from the Sentencing Council saying we have a lot of these folks at the table and would love to have them come in and do this. 
Chair Shaughnessy also asked the Council if they would be comfortable sending a letter from the Council to our federal representatives stating our support of the Justice Reinforcement Act. It was suggested to look at it very carefully at the whole bill and read it closely. The Act includes Katie’s Law which would penalize the State of Maine for some of the practices we have. 
Outcome:

· Commissioner Jordan will pull together the entire Justice Reinforcement Act along with all the amendments for the Council’s review for next meeting, before the Council votes to take a stand on it. 
· Chair Shaughnessy will draft a letter and contact the Justice Center about Maine being a participant.

· Ms. Giles will find out the cost involved in NH for their participation at her next Council of State Governments Victims Committee for Reentry Projects meeting. She will also contact her counterpart in New Hampshire and get more information for next month’s Council meeting. 



New Business:
· Chair Shaughnessy will approach Commissioner Magnusson about putting a line item in the biennium budget for the Council.  It was noted the biennium budgets will begin being drafted July 1, 2010.
· It was noted there was a push in the Corrections Alternatives Advisory Committee (CAAC) report to put together justice coordinating councils in every district but there was no mandate for that to occur.  As a group the Council decided it should be reminding people of that and bringing it to the legislature in the next session. 
· Commissioner Jordan presented a handout of a press release on President Obama Releases National Strategy to Reduce Drug Use and Its Consequences to let people know the emphasis on establishing a lot more community based drug abuse treatment programs.  
· It was discussed what would be more of the appropriate use of deferred disposition and what language could be made around encouraging the appropriate use and discouraging inappropriate use.  The Council wants to move towards getting some language around it, some uniformity, and to advocate for it to be used.  
· Mr. Fowle will look at some language in respect to bail issues and draft something for review at the next meeting.


Other items:

· Chair Shaughnessy will reach out to Chief Bob Swartz with the Maine Chiefs Association to get more of local law enforcement on the Sentencing Council.

· Justice Jabar will check with Mr. Pelletier on getting the Sentencing Council on the judge’s agenda during administrative week.

Parking Lot:

· How many programs in the State of Maine provide proper training on cognitive behavioral interventions?

· We need to ask how we should be coordinating with the Pretrial/Diversion Work group, maybe a shared subcommittee with the BOC???



Future Meeting:  

· Meetings will be the 3rd Tuesday of every month.

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, June 15, 2010, in the Burton Cross Office Building, in room #105 of the State House Complex, at 1:00 p.m.

· There will be no meeting in July and meetings will resume in August. 
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