State Sentencing and Corrections Practices Coordinating Council

Minutes of December 17, 2009 meeting,
Cross Office Building, Room #600

1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Present:

Evert Fowle, Kennebec & Somerset District Attorney; Commissioner Anne Jordan, Maine Department of Public Safety; Denise Lord, Maine Department of Corrections; John Pelletier, Maine Judicial Branch; Chair Malory Shaughnessy, Cumberland County; Kate Snyder, Board of Corrections
Members from the public:  

Hartwell Dowling, Judicial Branch; Denise Giles, MDOC; Elizabeth Simoni, Maine Pretrial Services; Mark Rubin, Muskie School of Public Service
Staff:  Kelene Barrows, Maine Department of Corrections


Handouts:

· Agenda for 12/17/09 meeting

· Minutes of 7/30/09 meeting

· 20+ year sentences

· An Analysis of Deferred Disposition and Administrative release in Maine.



Welcome & Introductions: 

Chair Shaughnessy welcomed everyone and introductions of all council members proceeded.   


Minutes:
· There was consensus to accept the minutes of the July 30, 2009 meeting.


Updates:
· Evert Fowle will contact Chair Malory Shaughnessy regarding the next District Attorney’s meeting in January or February 2010.
· Chair Shaughnessy will send a letter to the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee on postponing the January 15, 2010 report until after the forum.


Work Plan:

A Work Plan

	January 
	Ask John Pelletier to get constitutional legal parameters on sentencing.  

	
	Ask Mark Rubin to update his survey presentation with the Council member’s suggestions.

	
	Discussion of bail issues.

	
	Draft letter for public forum in February.

	February
	Have a joint meeting with the Criminal Justice Advisory Commission (CLAC) on February 5, 2010 at 1:30 p.m., room #600 of the Burton Cross Office Building in the State House Complex.

	
	Finalize Plans for Public Hearing/conversation 

Deferred Disposition Survey results discussion and recommendations.

	
	Hearing/facilitated conversation on February 23, 2009 from 1-5 p.m., Florian Hall, at Department of Public Safety.

	
	Pull together and review the presentation to put in report.




Deferred Disposition Survey Presentation:  Mark Rubin, Muskie School of Public Service

Overview:
Mr. Rubin’s presented a presentation that came out the internet survey that was done over the late summer.  The survey included a listing of questions on deferred disposition and administrative release in Maine that was sent to all the District Attorneys (who also forwarded the survey to their Assistant District Attorneys) and Defense Attorneys.  The count response was not particularly high.  There were a little fewer than forty eight responses from the prosecutors, a little over twenty responses from the defense attorneys, and a total of sixty all together.  Some of the districts did not respond to the survey.  
Mr. Rubin noted the deferred disposition yearly totals by district came from John Pelletier and Sherry Wilkins from the MEJIS system.  The 2007 data are not actuals but projections.
Outcome:

Mr. Rubin went through his presentation with the Council members and they had a few suggestions:

· It was suggested to convert to rates on the deferred dispositions by district.  (The pie chart page).
· It was suggested to add the name of the counties to the numbered districts.

· It was suggested to convert to rates on the number of administrative releases by district (The pie chart page.)
· It was suggested to add the name of the counties to the numbered districts.
The revised presentation will be shared at the joint Criminal Justice Advisory Commission (CLAC) meeting in February 2010.


Resentencing of 20+ year folks:  Associate Commissioner Lord
The Council discussed having a forum where each would get equal opportunities to present their perspectives around this issue.  There were categories identified:

· Victims

· Offenders

· Judiciary

· Prosecutors

· District Attorneys

· Law enforcement

· Clergy

· Medical

· There was discussion on the people who are getting sentences of 20 years plus and seeing if there are any commonalities, what the crimes are, and the number of clients that fall into the bill.  It was noted 99% of the offenses are murders.
· Ms. Giles provided a listed handout to the Council on those with 20+ year sentences, clients in a facility and their sentences of 20 years or more serve days indicated amount of days to serve from their sentence.  
· It was noted as a very short introductory piece to the facilitated conversations something to the effect of these number of clients that the bill was anticipating to pull in. (99% of the offenses were murder.)  It was discussed to have five case folks from the 80’s and 90’s to exemplify to have the general data and five case study summaries.
· There was discussion of what the CJPS committee wanted the Council to look at like the elderly and very ill.  It was noted there were questions from the public during the hearing with the legislature of the Governor’s commutation and what that process is.
· It was noted on the Secretary of State’s website under http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/boards/pardons.htm it discusses how the Executive Clemency works and what the process is.  

Next steps:

· Get a date for the forum for sometime in February.

· Get invite letters to the different groups to take part in the forum.
· Invite Representative John Tuttle, the bill sponsor, on behalf of the offenders.

· Firm up the panel:  

· Suggestion to ask someone from Judicial Branch to be on the panel.  (John Pelletier will follow up.)  
· Suggestion to ask someone from the Prosecutors.  (Evert Fowle will follow up.)
· Suggestion to ask Walter McKee to represent the defense attorneys.  (Evert Fowle will follow up.)
· Suggestion to ask John Tuttle to approach some of the offender’s family, clergy, and community.  (Chair Shaughnessy will follow up.)
· Suggestion to ask law enforcement
· CID – Bangor & Portland (Commissioner Jordan will follow up)


Parking Lot:
· How many programs in the State of Maine provide proper training on cognitive behavioral interventions?

· The Council to meet with the judges during Administrative week in March. Maybe in 2010?

· Evert Fowle, Kennebec County District Attorney, Subcommittee of the Pretrial/Diversion of the State Sentencing and Corrections Practices Coordinating Council. We should ask for a report back from him as to how things have gone and where they are in discussions. 



Future Meeting:  
· Monday, January 25, 2009, in the Cross Office Building, in room #105 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
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