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Appendix 9 

RESOURCE PLAN PROTECTION SUBDISTRICT (P-RP) 
 
1. Purpose 

 
The purpose of the P-RP subdistrict is to provide for the more efficient and effective 
management of single or multiple protection subdistricts (and in some cases adjoining 
management subdistricts) than can be realized through the use of other protection 
subdistricts and their related standards.  Resource Plans for such areas that are consistent 
with the requirements of Appendix 9,H,2 through 9 below may be submitted to the 
Commission for review, and upon approval, such areas shall be designated as P-RP 
subdistricts. 
 
“Concept plans,” as outlined in the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, are included under 
the purpose of this subdistrict. 

 
2. Description 
 

P-RP subdistricts shall be designated in areas where the Commission has approved a 
Resource Plan that: 

 
a. Incorporates standards, which, taken as a whole, are at least as protective of the 

natural environment as those standards which would otherwise be applicable; and 
b. Establishes procedures that reduce the need for repetitious permit applications to 

the Commission; and 
c. Complies with the criteria established below for their review; and 
d. Has as its primary purpose the protection of those resources in need of protection 

or, in the case of concept plans, includes in its purpose the protection of those 
resources in need of protection. 

 
3. Permitted Uses 
 

Unless the Commission otherwise provides in approving the Resource Plan, those uses 
that are specified in the approved Resource Plan shall be allowed without a permit.  The 
Commission may approve the creation of a subdivision within the context of a Resource 
Plan approved by the Commission without the need for rezoning to a development 
subdistrict provided such subdivision is consistent with the purpose and intent of this 
subdistrict. 

 
4. Ownership 
 

Before the Commission shall consider an application, the applicant shall submit proof 
that he owns or leases the area for which the Resource Plan is proposed. 
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5. Application Procedures  
 

All P-RP subdistrict applications shall include at least the following information: 
 

a. A statement of how the proposed Resource Plan conforms with the purpose of 
this subdistrict and what objectives will be achieved by the proposed 
redistricting; 

b. A copy of an existing district map on which the area of the proposed P-RP 
subdistrict is clearly shown; 

c. A description of the management procedures, conservation easements, covenants, 
agreements or other formalized procedures that the applicant proposes to use to 
replace the restrictions and regulations that currently apply.  The description shall 
specify how the Resource Plan achieves equal or better protection of resources in 
the area than the subdistrict(s) which would otherwise apply; 

d. A copy of all those formal procedures and agreements that will ensure the 
continued protection of the resources; and 

e. A statement that specifies the expiration date (if any) of the proposed Resource 
Plan, and of the procedures the applicant may wish to use to extend the 
provisions thereof. 

 
When the Resource Plan application involves structural development, it shall include, in 
addition to (a) through (e) above: 

 
f. Forms, plans, and exhibits as are required by the Commission; 
g. Evidence that the proposal will conform with 12 M.R.S.A. §685-B; and 
h. A covenant stating that no subdivision of the designated area will take place, 

except as approved by the Commission as part of an approved concept plan. 
 

6. Criteria for Review 
 

The Commission may approve a Resource Plan and any associated redistricting only if it 
finds that all of the following criteria are satisfied: 

 
a. The plan conforms with redistricting criteria; 
b. The plan conforms, where applicable, with the Commission's Land Use Districts 

and Standards; 
c. The plan conforms with the Commission's Comprehensive Land Use Plan; 
d. The plan, taken as a whole, is at least as protective of the natural environment as 

the subdistricts which it replaces.  In the case of concept plans, this means that 
any development gained through any waiver of the adjacency criteria is matched 
by comparable conservation measure; 

e. The plan has as its primary purpose the protection of those resources in need of 
protection, or, in the case of concept plans, includes in its purpose the protection 
of those resources in need of protection; 

f. In the case of concept plans, the plan strikes a reasonable and publicly beneficial 
balance between appropriate development and long-term conservation of lake 
resources; and 

g. In the case of concept plans, conservation measures apply in perpetuity, except 
where it is demonstrated by clear and convincing evidence that other alternative 
conservation measures fully provide for long-term protection or conservation. 
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7. Approval or Denial of Resource Plan 
 

The Commission, after staff review and recommendation, shall approve or deny the 
redistricting application. If the Resource Plan proposal contemplates structural 
development, except as provided in Appendix 9,H,3, the Commission may 
simultaneously with its approval of the P-RP subdistrict, grant, grant with conditions, or 
deny, applications for such permits as are required for structural development. 

 
Upon approval of the Resource Plan, a P-RP subdistrict shall be designated on the official 
Land Use Guidance Map and recorded in accordance with the provisions of 
Commission’s Land Use Rules and Standards, Chapter 10, Section 10.04. 

 
8. Duration of Plan 
 

The provisions of an approved and recorded Resource Plan shall apply for the duration of 
the approved time period, except that any conservation measures taken to strike a 
reasonable and publicly beneficial balance in a lake concept plan shall continue to apply 
to the extent that they are covered by legal contract, deeded covenants, permit 
requirements, or other legal instruments.  The Resource Plan shall be for a minimum of 
10 years and may be extended upon approval of the Commission and the applicant.  The 
Resource Plan shall become invalidated if the provisions therein are not complied with. 
 
At the termination of a plan, the Commission will, in conformity with its comprehensive 
plan, statutes, and standards, designate appropriate zoning which is reasonably consistent 
with zoning of equivalent areas.  Any variation from existing regulations or development 
occurring as a result of a resource plan cannot be used to justify a subsequent re-zoning, 
to meet adjacency requirements, or to otherwise change the zoning on property either 
within or outside the resource plan area upon its expiration. 

 
In the event that a plan is terminated, all transactions initiated as a component of the plan, 
including without limitation, the granting of conservation easements or restrictive 
covenants on subdivided lands will continue to apply to the extent that they are covered 
by legal contract, deeded covenants, permit or other legal requirements. 

 
9. Amendments 
 

Proposed amendments to the Resource Plan shall be made in writing to the Commission.  
An amendment shall be granted provided it meets the criteria for review listed in Section 
Appenidx 9, H,6 above.  An increase in the size of a P-RP subdistrict may be allowed by 
amendment, upon approval of the Commission, provided that the Resource Plan is 
amended to include such expanded area. 

 


