
Cole Quarry
Town:  Stoneham, Ox ford County
Base map:  Cen ter Lovell and Speck led Moun tain 7.5’ quad ran gles
Con tour in ter val:  20 feet

Type of de posit:  Gran ite peg ma tite.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Lo cated in the White Moun tain Na tional
For est.  No per mis sion is needed to col lect min er als here.  How -
ever, col lect ing must be non com mer cial, done with hand tools,
and not greatly dis turb the quarry area.

Min er als ob served:  al bite (in clud ing var. cleavelandite),
almandine (gar net), autun ite/meta-autun ite, beraunite, beryl, bi -
o tite, colum bite, diadochite, eosphorite, fairfieldite, fluorapatite, 
heterosite, hureaulite, ludlamite, microcline, mont mo ril lo nite,
mus co vite, py rite, pyrrhotite, quartz (milky, smoky), sid er ite,
sphalerite, stewartite, strunzite, triphylite, uraninite (sharp crys -
tals), uranophane (?), vivi an ite, zir con, plus sev eral unidentified
species.

Com ments:  Park ing space is lim ited, and a stren u ous hike is
re quired to reach this lo cal ity, but the un usual min er als and fine
scen ery on top of Ad ams Moun tain will be suf fi cient re ward for
some col lec tors.  Sev eral of the spe cies listed above have not
been pre vi ously re corded from the Cole Quarry.  They in clude
small patches and mi cro crys tals of phos phate min er als de rived
from the al ter ation of triphylite.  Pieces of triphylite with a brown 
weath ered ex te rior are found in the dump be low the mine.  Beryl
crys tals and ra dio ac tive min er als such as uraninite may also be
found here.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  Start ing at Rte. 5 in North Lovell, turn
north west onto West Stoneham Rd., which leads to Ev er green
Val ley rec re ation area, and drive 1.90 miles.  Turn right onto Ad -
ams Rd. and con tinue ap prox i mately 2 miles to site of for mer ski
area on west side of Ev er green Val ley.  Park on shoul der of main
road, past clear ing sur round ing former ski lodge.



Walk ing:  Walk steeply up hill to west, in ter cept ing and fol low -
ing path of old ski lift (tow ers have been re moved), for to tal of
about 5,000 feet to sum mit of Ad ams Mtn.  From sum mit, walk

south-south east across open ledges for about 225 feet to edge of
low cliff.  Quarry pit is lo cated in cliff face, with dump on steep
hill side below. 


