What Can You Do?

All initial discoveries of ALB have been made by the
general public—someone noticing that something
isn’t quite right with their trees—or noticing an
unusual large beetle. There is evidence that ALB was
present in Worcester for 10 or more years before
being reported by a resident!

e Learn to recognize ALB and the signs and
symptoms of infestation;

o Be on the lookout for ALB adults from August
to October, and for exit holes and oviposition sites
year-round;

¢ Report suspect insects to the Maine Department
of Agriculture (207-287-3891);

¢ Leave your firewood at home.
Many species of insects, including ALLB, can hitch
a ride on your firewood and get introduced to a
new area. You can help stop the spread of invasive
insects by buying firewood near where you burn it;

¢ Become a volunteer and help to spread the
word about ALB. Contact the Maine Department
of Agriculture for opportunities.

For mote information, go to www.albmaine.org

Why is ALB Unwanted?

Adult beetles feed on leaves, twigs, and young bark.
Females dig pits into the bark of trees and lay eggs,
up to 90 per female. When the eggs hatch, the
developing larvae tunnel through the wood disrupting
the flow of nutrients and weakening the tree’s
structure.

All trees infested with ALB eventually die.
ALB attacks and kills healthy trees.

ALB infests a variety of species including:

All species of maple, horsechestnut,
mountain ash, willow, birch, elm, and ash.

ALB has devastated the city of Worcester,
Massachusetts, just 90 miles from the Maine
border.

The United States Department of Agriculture
estimates the beetle has the potential to cause

$669 billion of damage to the nation’s lumber, maple
syrup, nursery, and tourism industries. Urban
landscapes—trees in your yard and your streets—are
also vulnerable to this pest.

WATCH

Maine Department of Agriculture

28 State House Station Phone: 207-287-3891
Augusta, ME 04333 Fax: 207-287-7548

www.albmaine.org

This material was made possible, in part, by a cooperative agreement from the
United States Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS). It may not necessarily express APHIS’ views.

Photos: ALB in hand— Jennifer Forman Orth, Massachusetts Department of
Agticultural Resources; Adult ALB and Poplar Borer—Pennsylvania Depattment of
Conservation and Natural Resources—Forestry Archive, Bugwood.org; Oviposition
Sites, Frass, Whitespotted Sawyer, Northeastern Sawyer and Broadnecked Root
Borer—Michael Bohne, USDA Forest Service; Exit Hole—Dennis Haugen, USDA
Forest Service, Bugwood.org; Graphisurus fasciatus— Joseph Berger, Bugwood.org.

Maine Department of Agriculture
Division of Plant Industry
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The Asian
Longhorned Beetle

The Asian longhorned beetle (ALB), Anoplophora
Slabripennis, is a woodboring beetle native to Asia. It
attacks, and eventually kills, healthy hardwood trees,

including maples, birches, poplars, willows, and others.

ALB was first discovered in the United States in 1996
in Brooklyn, New York and has since been found in
New Jersey, Illinois, Toronto, Canada, and
Massachusetts. It is presumed to have been
transported into the country through solid wood
packing materials from Asia.

The only successful method for eradication is to cut
down and chip infested trees. ALB has been
successfully eradicated in Illinois and parts of New

Jersey.

ALB has not been found in Maine, but residents

and visitors are being asked to be on the lookout for
this destructive insect, because early detection is the

key to successful eradication.

ﬁnown ALB inaations in
N

orth America as of Dec. 2009

Adult ALB:

o Are active August to
October;

o Are large: 1 to 1V2 inches
long;

o Are glossy black with Oviposition Sites:

irregular white splotches Roundish pockmarks in the

on the wing covers; bark where an adult female
e Have very long antennae,  has chewed a depression to
with alternating bands of lay an egg. One female
black and white, that are lays up to 90 eggs, so there
may be many of these on a

single tree.

as long or longer than the
length of their bodies.

What to look for:

UGA1393002

Exit Holes:

Round holes 3/8 inch in
diameter on the trunk or
branches where the adult
beetles emerge. A pencil
can be inserted at least an
inch into an ALB exit hole.

Frass:

Sawdust-like material which
comes out the exit hole with
the beetle and may be
found on the ground or in
the junctions of branches
and trunk.

Report

1. Catch a suspect insect and place it in the freezer
(it can chew its way out of a bag or metal jar lid).
If it is not possible to catch the insect, take a
picture of it or the exit holes and oviposition
sites;

2. Note where you found the insect or damage:
location, type of tree and the date;

3. Call the Maine Depattment of Agricultute at:
207-287-3891
OR the ALB toll-free hotline at 866-702-9938
OR go to www.albmaine.org

Poplar Borer

ALB may be confused with:

Seed Bug

Western Conifer

Graphisurus fasciatus

Broadnecked Root Borer
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