TEN WAYS TO OBSERVE NATIONAL INVASIVE SPECIES

AWARENESS WEEK IN MAINE 


1. Take a hike and look for signs of invasive forest insects as you go.  Use this guide, http://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/documents/InvasiveInsectSurveyTable.pdf to help.  Make it a family, club or organization outing!  Report it and contribute to science:
· Become a citizen scientist with the Gulf of Maine Research Institute Vital Signs Program (make sure you have permission to share location information or are on land that is expressly for use by public).  www.vitalsignsme.org 
2. Watch “Foes of the Forests: Maine's Trees at Risk from Invasive Insects”  (http://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/caps/ALB/FotF.shtml) 
3. Volunteer to become a WaspWatcher in your town and help monitor for the emerald ash borer. www.maine.gov/cerceris 
4. Don't release aquarium fish and plants, live bait or other exotic animals into the wild. If you plan to own an exotic pet, do your research and plan ahead to make sure you can commit to its care.  http://www.habitattitude.net/ 
5. As you look forward to this year’s garden, plan to use as many native plants as possible.  Verify that the plants and seeds you are buying for your yard are not invasive. Plan to replace invasive plants in your garden with non-invasive alternatives. Ask your local nursery staff for help.  For a detailed list of Maine native plants for gardening or landscaping visit http://extension.umaine.edu/publications/2500e/ and for a list of garden suppliers that carry native plants visit http://umaine.edu/publications/2502e/.
6. Learn how to identify invasive plants that might be growing on your property.  http://maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/invsheets.htm
7. With the leaves off deciduous plants now is a great time to find some invasive plants that might be otherwise hidden, such as strangling bittersweet vines snaking through a tree’s canopy.  Take a walk through your property and flag invasive woody plants.  Map your finds and plan your management tactics for each species.  http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/imap.htm
8. Learn about protecting Maine’s waterways from invasive aquatic plants; http://www.mainevlmp.org/.  Consider joining Maine’s Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program; http://www.mainevlmp.org/volunteer-info/.  
9. Go to your public library and sign out a book on invasive plants, animals or insects and learn something new and interesting.  

10. Spread Awareness: take your National Invasive Species Awareness Week commitment beyond this week. Tell your friends, family, neighbors and others about invasive species! It’s a big state and we can't get the word out to everyone without your help.  Encourage them to get involved with National Invasive Species Awareness Week in their own way.

Regional notes:

If you live within 20 miles of the coast, do your hemlock chores: check your hemlocks for signs of infestation of both hemlock woolly adelgid and elongate hemlock scale.  Get the undersides of the live branches within arms reach of your eyes (or use binoculars).  Don’t stop at one branch, look at hundreds.  Prune live hemlock branches that might come in contact with adelgid or scale carriers—(branches along trails, near your mailbox, overhanging your driveway, etc.) www.maine.gov/forestpests#hwa 
For those who live in browntail moth territory:  Prune and destroy viable browntail moth webs that you can reach from the ground (tightly woven, filled with tiny caterpillars and their poop).  If you are considering chemical control, contact your arborist now, and make sure you get early season control.  www.maine.gov/forestpests#btm  
