What you do in the
watershed affects the lake!

Have you ever seen a muddy stream during a
rainstorm? When we develop the landscape,
we expose bare soil that gets washed down
hill during a rainstorm. This means that
any activity in the lake’s watershed, all land
uphill of a lake, has potential to affect the
lake. In undeveloped watersheds, natural
vegetation slows the flow of rainwater and
filters out nutrients that can pollute lakes.

Watershed

Substituting lawns for native trees and shrubs
removes nature's natural filtration system. If
too much of this occurs, the rain becomes
runoff that carries pollution downhill to lakes.
LakeSmart shows you how to capture rain and
convert it into groundwater so it is filtered
before it flows into the lake. Good ideal!
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Now You’re LakeSmart

Most people want to enjoy the lake, relax
and see nature—NOT mow the lawn and
rake the yard.

Information about LakeSmart:
Contact Maine Lakes Society
at 207-495-2301 or
www.mainelakessociety.org
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Be LakeSmart

forthe Sk o RN

Do you appreciate Maine’s clear, clean
lakes? What does the beautiful panorama of
your lake, the song of the loon, or a
boundless summer day boating mean to
you? Will you help protect your lake so your
children and grandchildren will be able to
experience the lake benefits you enjoy?

| Look inside for"tips and
the LakeSmart poster

Being LakeSmart preserves water quality and
property values while protecting wildlife and
the outstanding recreation Maine lakes provide
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Keep septic system free
of woody growth
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For more information, call the Maine Lakes Society at 207-495-2301 or your local lake association





