STATE EMPLOYEE HEALTH COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

August 9, 2012
220 Capitol Street, Augusta

9:00 am

17 of 24 Commission members in attendance included: Brett Hoskins, Freeman Wood, Joyce Oreskovich, John Leavitt, Cheryl Moreau, Michelle Probert, Eric Cioppa, Terry James, Tom Birmingham, Karen O’Connor, Becky Greene, Sam Teel, Kelly John, Lois Baxter and Laurie Williamson. Tom Hayden and Cecile Thompson via teleconference.  Members absent:  Will Towers, Wanita Page, Carl Parker, Lew Miller, Jim Soucie, Jan Lachapelle and Steve Moore.
Others present: Tanya Plante and Heather Sargent from Employee Health & Benefits; Liz Sampo from Anthem; Phil Barbero, Susan Avery, Susan Tully Abdo, Deborah Martorelli, Brenda Westerlund, Bob Downs and Dan Dyer from Aetna; Laree Fegely from Aetna via teleconference; Greg Im, office of the Attorney General.

Minutes: Tom Birmingham moved acceptance of the minutes of the June 14, 2012 meeting.  Lois Baxter seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  
Aetna Report:  Susan Avery reported that Aetna received 2,150 calls in June.  The first week of July they received 1,636 and the week of 7/15/12-7/21/12 there were 1,696 calls. No pharmacy issues were reported on 7/1/12, which was the first day of coverage with Aetna and it was a Sunday.  Susan was in Maine for the week of 7/2/12 to assist with any issues.  Over 30,000 members were transferred to Aetna for 7/1/12.   To date there have been six pharmacy issues, one specialty pharmacy issue and one case management issue.
There have been 1900 members registered with Navigator with 5,489 logins. 

14,761 medical only claims have been processed totaling $2.6M.

Anthem Monthly Reports:  Liz Sampo announced that starting in August Anthem will launch their outreach call program surrounding Rheumatoid Arthritis members who are not taking MARDS drugs.  Pharmacy interns will confirm with the member the diagnosis and that they are not taking this type of medication.  They will talk with members and offer to contact their physician to discuss starting treatment.
As of 9/15/12 Walgreens will be back in Anthem’s pharmacy network.

Staywell:   3,057 members have participated in taking the HRA as of 8/1/12.  A reminder postcard and email blast will be sent by Heather between now and the deadline of 9/14/12.
Old Business:   The Medicare RFP is scheduled to go out soon.  Slight delay for some small edits.  
Laurie mentioned LD1818 and indicated that Frank Johnson testified. 

We are still waiting for a letter from the office of the Attorney General regarding our CanaRX contract.  We have 900 participants and would save over $4M annually.
If the program is suspended, we will do legislation to re-implement the program.  Also if suspended, Aetna is prepared to put a Hold Harmless in place.
Mercy Hospital Preferred Status – joints:  Still consider and Center of Excellence with Aetna.

New Business:  Central Maine Medical Center has submitted a Certificate of Need application involving Parkview Hospital to utilize their services.  CMMC is not asking us to weigh in.  Both hospitals are preferred.
Northern Maine, Cary, Calais and Down East hospitals sent us proposals to gain preferred hospital status.  In November a letter was sent to 11 hospitals with the highest concentration of members.  The Commission did not hear back except for one or two.  On June 1, 2012 a letter was sent to all hospitals citing cost cutting initiatives by the Legislature affecting the State of Maine plan.  They were told that the Commission has engaged with individual hospitals on cost and payment reform initiatives.  Very few hospitals contacted us.
A motion was made by Lois Baxter to enter Executive Session at 10:17am to discuss with Greg Im the York hospital suit and FOIA.  The motion was seconded by Cheryl and was unanimously accepted.

Executive Session at 11:30am.

The Commission asked for the hospital representatives present to explain why they wanted the Commission to open up the preferred list and extend the date beyond 7/1/12 for additions.  One State Trooper from Washington county spoke; Doug Jones from Down East spoke via teleconference; Peter Sirois from NMMC, Senator Troy Jackson and Representative John Martin spoke each representing Aroostook county.
A motion was made by Tom Birmingham to open the hospital list until 1/1/13 in order to provide cost effective care to members.  The motion was seconded by Joyce Oreskovich.  Discussion:  Brett Hoskins stated that for the ease of members we should not wait until January.  It would also be more difficult for Aetna to be adding hospitals during this period.  Brett further stated that there are two hospitals that are not preferred that the Commission would notify about submitting proposals if they chose.  The Commission can act on the four proposals received this week.
Phil Barbero from Aetna confirmed for the Commission there would not be any extra charge if the Commission decided to add hospitals retroactive to July 1, 2012 and claims needed to be adjudicated.

Tom Birmingham offered an amendment to his motion to change the date from 1/1/13 to 10/1/12.  The motion was seconded by Joyce Oreskovich.  Discussion:  All four proposals will be reviewed and voted on at the September 13th Commission meeting.  If a proposal does not meet the criteria, the hospital will be notified right away in order to have time to amend their proposal in time for the 9/13/12 vote.

Brett reviewed the criteria for submitting proposals and will put everything in writing that is not already documented.  Frank Johnson has sent a letter to all Maine hospitals on 6/1/12 notifying them of the new weighting methodology.
The motion was accepted with two members opposed.

Brett said that if cost is the only thing keeping them of the preferred list, they would meet the criteria.  The Commission will decide at the September 13th meeting on retroactive adjudication after Aetna provides us with claims data.
Aligning Physician Preferred Status Measures – A new primary care practice who can’t report in an area because they do not have enough data to report, can still make the preferred practice status as long as they meet the office systems criteria.  They would need a “good or better” score.

Reports on ACO Initiatives:  The Commission is starting to receive data which will help the initiatives move forward.
Other Business:  Karen O’Connor asked to be added to the Legislative Affairs Committee with the Commission.
Adjournment: A motion was offered to adjourn the meeting at 1:35pm and was unanimously accepted.
