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December 15, 2004

Ms. Dawn Gallagher, Commissioner

Maine Department of Environmental Protection

17 State House Station

Augusta, ME  04333

Re:  Draft Androscoggin River and Gulf Island Pond Data Report, November 2004

Dear Dawn:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the data report compiled from all of the data gathered from the Androscoggin this year.  We believe that the effort will benefit everyone’s understanding of the requirements to be undertaken in the future so that the water quality of the Androscoggin can continue to improve.  

In addition to our specific comments listed below, we feel it is important to note that we believe there is one major flaw to the design of the study, and we strongly urge the MDEP to address this flaw.  This Data Report reflects a study that did not incorporate data from the six water quality probes in Gulf Island Pond that provide hourly monitoring of key water quality criteria from June 1 to October 1 every year.  These monitoring probes provide valuable and substantial data that cannot be ignored when evaluating the overall water quality of the Androscoggin, and Gulf Island Pond in particular.  FPL Energy once again strongly urges the MDEP to incorporate this data in a comprehensive manner into their 2004 Data Report and any subsequent evaluations based on this Report.

Our specific comments, with attached redlined sheets, follow.

Executive Summary

1. We believe the report will be significantly strengthened through the use of the continuous monitoring water quality data taken in Gulf Island Pond from June 1 through September 30, 2004.  All of the conclusions presented in this report should reflect findings based on all the data available from monitoring performed in 2004.

2. Replace with…  During very limited periods of the summer…

3. The percentages should reflect time (hours) not in compliance with standards based on the continuous monitoring data.  This data is the only data available that will allow any determination of monthly average compliance.  

For example, analysis of the continuous monitor at the 50-foot depth in Gulf Island reveals that the total number of hours where dissolved oxygen fell to levels below 5.0 ppm for 2004 is 101 hours.  This totals just 4.5% of the summer, and 1% of the entire year.  In the Report, the DEP takes the limited data from Acheron’s summer time monitoring (26 sampling events) to extrapolate the amount of DO non-attainment in the Pond.  In doing so, they estimate that the Pond is out of attainment 62% of the time which grossly exaggerates the extent of non-attainment. 

The averages that are derived from the continuous monitoring data present a significantly different picture than that derived from the monitoring completed by Acheron Engineering for this study.  We believe that extrapolation of the roughly 17,000 data points from the continuous monitoring system provide a more representative summary of actual conditions in Gulf Island Pond than the 26 data points from the Acheron study.

4. If you choose not to incorporate the continuous monitoring data, all references to the monthly average compliance should be removed from the report.  The limited daily sampling performed by Acheron simply does not provide enough data to calculate monthly averages.

5. Replace with…a trend of modest…  Analysis of the continuous monitoring data at the 50 foot level since 1999 indicates that  2003 and 2004 contain the two lowest number of hours where compliance has not been met.  We believe that this data reveals a trend of improving water quality in Gulf Island Pond.

Page Eight

1. The continuous monitoring data collected in Gulf Island Pond should be identified and described in this section of the report.  As we have stated earlier, we believe this data should be included in all of the data analysis and subsequent conclusions made for this report.  

Page Eleven, Thirteen and Fourteen

1. Once again, we believe that any conclusions about compliance within Gulf Island Pond should be based on the data collected by the continuous monitoring data.   We do not believe that the limited data collected for the study allows any sort of conclusion to be made regarding monthly average compliance as indicated in the text and on Figure 6.

2. We believe that all of the conclusions about temperature, especially as it relates to conditions in Gulf Island Pond, should incorporate the continuous monitoring data for 2004.  In addition to overall trends for the year, identification of the duration of the thermal stratification that occurs in the pond each year would be significantly more accurate through the analysis of the continuous monitoring data.

Page Thirty Nine, Figure 23

1. This table contains an excess of data, making meaningful interpretations almost impossible.  At this time, all of the 2004 continuous monitoring data has been finalized.  We recommend that the table be reviewed to incorporate the final data.  Adding data sources to the table would also be helpful.  

Page Forty

1. Analysis of the continuous monitoring data at the 50 foot level since 1999 indicates that 2003 and 2004 contain the two lowest number of hours where compliance has not been met.  We believe that this data reveals a trend of improving water quality in Gulf Island Pond.

If you or any member of the MDEP Staff have any questions about the comments we have prepared, please do not hesitate to contact myself at 623-8413 or Mike Hoover at 623-8415.

Very Truly Yours,

F. Allen Wiley

Director, Business and Regulatory Affairs, Northeast Region

FPL Energy

cc:
Mike Hoover, FPL Energy


Andy Fisk, MDEP

Paul Mitnik, MDEP

