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RE: Androscoggin River TMDL

In the near future, MDEP will be developing a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the Androscoggin River.  Preliminary results were revealed in an inter-Department for BOD, TSS, and nutrients (Paul Mitnik and Barry Mower memorandum to Greg Wood, and Dana Murch March 17, 1999).  MDEP will be packaging this information and additional information and submitting this to USEPA as a TMDL.

One important consideration, that was not revealed in the March 1999 memorandum, is the issue of nutrient limits (phosphorus) for point source discharges.  Phosphorus limits have already been required on some municipal and industrial point source discharges in other watersheds and both point and non-point source reductions are being considered for many others.  Data taken the last two summers and general observations reveal that algae blooms are occurring on Gulf Island Pond regularly now.  Desktop analyzes indicate that point source phosphorus discharges are largely responsible for the algae blooms.  At this point, no definite decision has been made on including phosphorus in the TMDL, although the existing data make me believe that phosphorus will likely be included.

This week, MDEP has started to initiate some monitoring on Gulf Island Pond.  This work was originally not planned and only possible due to the postponement of scheduled work on other rivers.  Extended high river flow and the cool weather conditions experienced statewide has resulted in the availability some DEP money and staff time for 

the Androscoggin River work, where river flows are comparatively lower.  The DEP encourages your participation and this effort.  In addition, we are requesting that you monitor your effluent three times a week until the end of September for total phosphorus and orthophosphorus.  Collecting this data will be useful information for, not only the river study, but will also provide updated information to better inform you of what a possible phosphorus TMDL will mean for your waste treatment facility.

Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.  If you have any further questions, feel free to contact me at 287-6093 or email (paul.mitnik@state.me.us).

Sincerely

Paul Mitnik, P.E.
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