April 14, 2000

TO: Martha Kirkpatrick, David Van Wie, Dave Courtemanch

RE:
More on Warren

I am not sending this on EMAIL for obvious reasons.  I was inspired by Martha’s talk yesterday at the Water Conference.  It is one of the best talks I have ever heard; gives a good insight on the future in environmental protection; and where we must go in the future.  Yesterday, after lunch, John Fancy of the Thomaston WPD (who was at the Conference) let me know how unhappy he was with our decision at Warren.  He really wanted to talk to Martha.  I think he had some good arguments. After John Fancy and I were through talking, as he left he told me Thomaston was going to appeal the WDL.  I am not sure if he was serious.

Putting the modeling results aside, DEP has encouraged first Thomaston, and recently Waldoboro to remove their discharges in the summer months.  In the early ninties, there was the movement to cease issuing licenses to small overboard discharges due to their poor performance and unreliable treatment.  Warren similarly has had unreliable treatment and there is a large mistrust of people living in the St George watershed that this plant will ever function properly.  I know I am second guessing our decision there, but it would seem that Warren could easily qualify as a discharge that does not need to be there and could fit into our future 21st century insight of zero discharge.  The problem is getting the Warren people to accept this in a collaborative way.  It is obvious that it is going to be difficult to get certain stakeholders to change their way of thinking.

The current Warren license does not appear to be a bad decision.  The prison waste currently in Thomaston (.07 mgd) will be transferred to Warren and discharged in the non-summer.  About 1/3 the additional flow needed (.03 mgd) for the new prison will be discharged in the summer, together with the existing flow (.07 mgd) for a total of .10 mgd.  People are going to want to know how much more money will it cost to completely remove Warren’s discharge in the summer.  I understand it may be difficult to back out of a deal that we negotiated with Warren.  We could just present the facts to the BEP and let them make the decision.

There are other TMDL’s coming up soon (Houlton, Sanford, Kennebunk) where the zero discharge and recycle philosophy may come into play and probably more in the future.  How do we get the ball rolling?  

