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Mr. David Wright

Division of Remediation (17 SHS)

Bureau of Remediation and Waste Management
Maine Department of Environmental Protection

Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Dear Mr. Wright:

The Department of Defense appreciates the opportunity to review and comment on
the revisions to the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MEDEP) guidelines
titled "Implementation of Maine Remedial Action Guidelines for Soil (MERAGs)" dated
July 20, 2009.

The implementation of the MERAGs as well as the three companion documents;
(1) MERAGs Appendices, (2) Revised Technical Basis and Background for the revised.
MERAGs, and (3) Revised Tables for the Technical Basis Manual were reviewed by our
cleanup program managers and risk assessors. The Department believes these documents
will assist in making remedial decisions for soil at cleanup sites.

Attached is a complete set of comments for your consideration. The following is a
brief summary of our comments and recommendation on Implementation of MERAGs:

» Ina number of places clarification or additional definition of specific terms
would be useful. For example, on Page 9 Section V.G. we suggested
providing additional detail on accepted decision criteria to determining
volatile contaminants of potential concern. Recommend use of more
complete definitions or clarification of terms to avoid confusion.

- Review the consistent use of appropriate regulatory policies and guidelines.
For example, on Page 15 Section VLE, the use of the California OEHHA
slope factor to develop a cancer-based guideline value for MERAGSs may
be in conflict with direction provided in EPA guidelines. Recommend
reviewing proposed procedures for consistency with federal standards and
guidelines whenever available.

- Ensure a consistent approach is described to determination and use
numerical values. For example, Page 15 Section VLF. the ceiling levels
developed appear inconsistent with the earlier definition of “neat materials”



and the direction provided in the Appendix tables. Recommend review
approach to determine use of numerical guidelines and their application are
consistent throughout the document.

My point of contact for this issue is Ms. Deborah Morefield, who can be reached
at 703-571-9067, deborah.morefield@osd.mil. Please contact her if you have any
questions or if you need additional information.

Sincerely,

Enclosures:
As stated

cc:
DASA (ESOH)

Acting DASN (E)

Acting DASAF (EESOH)
DES-E
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