
September 23, 2009

David Wright

Division of Remediation

Bureau of Remediation and Waste Management

Maine Department of Environmental Protection

17 State House Station

Augusta, ME  04333-0017

Re:  Comments to Draft RAGs

Dear Mr. Wright:

Dead River Company is submitting these comments concerning the Draft Implementation of Maine Remedial Action Guidelines for Soil (MERAGS) dated July 2009 for consideration by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  
Dead River Company is concerned that the leaching model inputs are too conservative.  Since USTs are used primarily to store petroleum products we believe the 50-foot distance  in the model is too short.  We recommend a 100-foot distance for the model for petroleum compounds to obtain realistic concentration limits, because the 50 foot model creates overly cconservative MERAGS.  
Dead River Company recommends that the Department take another look at all of  the RAG limits again.  There were several that had unusually low RAGs even though they are common in the environment.  In particular, benzo(a)pyrene and other PAHs have RAGs that are unusually low compared to other states and lower than typical detection limits.  Benzo(a) pyrene and other PAHs are discharged with wood smoke and present in asphalt, which covers a good part of Maine.  Setting RAGs so low for these compounds is inconsistent with the environment in Maine.  
Sincerely, 

Leslie Anderson, Esq.
Director of Risk Management and Environmental Compliance

ACADIA Environmental Technology


