Cynthia Fisher, Bar Harbor Foods, via email 2/26/09
As a concerned stakeholder I echo Leann’s message; a bit more notice than a week and a half is needed for business owners to work it into busy schedules.

Also, I agree with her on the length and timing of meetings; mornings or afternoons make it much easier for those of us with distance to manage travel issues.

I was very surprised that a draft rule had already been processed with no input from stakeholders as I understood from the meeting prior to the Senate vote last year would not be the case. I also agree that it appears the process is being fast-tracked and again, there has been little time to prepare any input for the first meeting.

It is my hope that the parties managing and implementing this important issue are truly interested in the stakeholders and the potential impact this could have on businesses in Maine in a most stressful economic situation where there is enough anxiety over sustaining our respective businesses and keeping people employed with out having the added pressure of our own state agencies working against our best interests.

Due to the short notice; which by the way I did not receive as requested by email, but only because of Leann Diehl passing it along, I am unable to be present at the first meeting. Leann speaks for our business interests and I will make it a top priority to be present at all future meetings. I hope others in the business sector who stand to be impacted by the implementation of this legislation will see the importance of participating and offer what time and expertise they can afford. 

I request once again, to be on the list of those notified of future meetings and anything else pertinent to fair and positive implementation of this legislation.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Fisher
VP of Marketing & Quality Assurance
Bar Harbor Foods
A subsidiary of Look's Gourmet Food Company, Inc.
1112 Cutler Road
Whiting, Maine 04691
Office: (207) 259-3341
Fax: (207) 259-3343
Mobile: (207) 263-5361
Email: cfisher@barharborfoods.com
