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Comments of Evelyn deFrees and Sandra Cort of
Learning Disabilities Association of Maine

Re Stakeholder Group for An Act to Protect Children and the Environment from Toxic Chemicals  In Toys and Children’s Products:
Stakeholder Issues of Concern and draft Protocol for Designation Priority Chemicals  
March 3, 2009

The Learning Disabilities Association of Maine (LDA-ME) is a statewide, non-profit organization dedicated to assisting individuals with learning and attention disabilities through advocacy, support and education. LDA-ME is committed to addressing the preventable causes of specific learning and attention disabilities. Nationwide 12 million children suffer from learning, developmental or behavioral disabilities. In Maine, there are 13,400 with learning disabilities alone, thousands more with attentional disabilities.   Learning and developmental disabilities are rising every year at an alarming pace. Though learning disabilities are caused by a complex combination of genetics, social environment, substance abuse and environmental toxic exposures, the National Academy of Sciences has established that 28% of learning disabilities are caused in whole or in part by exposure to toxic chemicals. 
In February 2008, the national Learning and Developmental Disabilities Initiative—of which LDA-ME and LDAA are a part-- issued a Scientific Consensus Statement on Environmental Agents Associated with Neurodevelopmental Disorders:  “Given the established knowledge, protecting children from neurotoxic environmental exposures form the earliest stages of fetal development clearly is an essential public health measure if we are to help prevent learning and dvelopmental disorders and create an environment in which children can reach and maintain their full potential.” The scientific evidence reviewed in this study indicate that environmental contaminants are an important cause of learning and developmental disabilities; and, despite some uncertainty there is “sufficient knowledge to take preventative action to reduce fetal and childhood exposures to environmental contaminants”(text available on line at www.iceh.org/LDDI/html).
LDA-ME has supported efforts to phase out toxic chemicals in household products (like mercury, lead, brominated flame retardants) in favor of available safer alternatives. With thousands of chemicals in commerce, however, we cannot successfully protect our children taking on and phasing out one toxic chemical at a time.  It is time for more comprehensive action. That is why we and our members strongly supported the 123rd Legislature’s LD 2048, “An Act to Protect Children and the Environment from Toxic
Chemicals in Toys and Children’s Products” and, with our colleagues at allied organizations, worked hard to achieve its passage. 
LDA-ME strongly supports the consensus comments of the Alliance for a Clean and Healthy Maine on the matters concerning “Stakeholder Issues of Concern,” and the draft “Protocol for Designating Priority Chemicals.”
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Thank you for your attention.
Evelyn deFrees
Project Manager, LDA-ME
342-5909; bradev@fairpoint.net
Sandra Cort
Board Member and former Board president of LDA-ME

Treasurer and Research Committee member of Learning Disabilities Association of America (LDAA)
591-5522; sjcort@maine.rr.com 
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