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The Maine Medical Association is a professional organization of more than 3000 Maine physicians, residents, and medical students whose mission is “to support Maine physicians, advance the quality of medicine in Maine, and promote the health of all Maine citizens.”

We strongly supported “An Act to Protect Children and the Environment from Toxic Chemicals in Toys and Children’s Products” and supported the Natural Resources Council of Maine and the Alliance for a Clean and Healthy Maine position to secure its passage.

We stand at a threshold of opportunity now.  Reducing the exposure of the next generation to dangerous chemicals, using a scientific approach, could be as significant a public health revolution as recognition of the need for clean water.  We know there are chemicals, other than lead or tobacco, in our environment that are dangerous.  We know there is little regulation of these chemicals.  We know that children are the most easily exposed and the most seriously impacted.  We believe there are safe alternatives that can be substituted.  But we are not seeking categorical bans or action without forethought.  Instead we have signed on for what may be an overly cautious approach, fully buttressed by scientific research, to an approach for phasing out the very most dangerous chemicals. 

We strongly support the consensus comments of the Alliance for a Clean and Healthy Maine on the matters concerning “Stakeholder Issues of Concern,” and the draft “Protocol for Designating Priority Chemicals.”
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