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Section 21 Comprehensive Waiver Memo # 1

To All Interested Parties:


Developmental Services (DS) has the obligation to monitor MaineCare Section 21, Comprehensive Waiver to assure expenditures do not exceed funds allocated to the program.  Based on expenditure reports, the Comprehensive waiver is significantly over budget.  Therefore multiple steps must be taken to restrain spending. This memo outlines the first of a series of steps the Department will be enacting to address the budget shortfall. 


Effective October 6, 2008 the Comprehensive waiver, section 21 is closed to new participants. 

Individuals can still apply for the waiver to determine if they are eligible for this program.  There are multiple steps that determine eligibility: First, the person must be MaineCare eligible; second, the person must be medically eligible, that is meeting ICF/MR level of care; third, the waiver must have sufficient funding.  If the individual meets the first two criteria and there is insufficient funding, that person will be placed on the wait list.  The wait list has levels of priority, the first being those individuals who are in immediate jeopardy.  Until the gap in fiscal resources is closed, ALL individuals will be placed on the wait list and assigned a priority.

This is a serious step that will put a strain on the entire system.  It is critical that all interested parties work together. Memos announcing additional initiatives to address this shortfall will be issued in the next 7 days.

If you have any questions about this memo, please submit your questions to.

OACPDS.DHHS@maine.gov
Thank you.
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