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Maine Public Drinking Water Commission 
MEETING #117__   

Wednesday May 2, 2012 
9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

Yarmouth Water District 846-5851 
181 Sligo Road, Yarmouth      

Agenda 
1. Welcome new members 

a. John Storer, Auburn Water District 
b. Ben C. “Lee” Worcester, Smugglers Den Campground, Southwest Harbor 

 
2. Approval of Minutes, Meeting #116, February 1, 2012 

 
3. Changes to the Regulation of Bottled Water – Impacts on Alternative Funding Mechanism (AFM) 

 
4. AFM Fee and Collection Status 

a. SFY 2013 and beyond projections 
b. Evaluation of current fee levels 
c. Establish SFY 2013 Fee levels 

 
 

5. DWP Financial Status 
 
 

6. DWSRF Update 
 
 
7. Public Water System Compliance/ Enforcement 

 
 

8. DWP Staffing Update  
 

 
9. Suggested Items for next meeting 

 
 

10. 2012 Meeting Schedule – locations/dates 
a. September 5, 2012 – Greene – The Meadows 
b. December 5, 2012 – Augusta – Key Bank Building 



 
                  
    Maine Drinking Water Commission  

 
Minutes of Meeting #117 

 
May 2, 2012 

The Maine Public Drinking Water Commission (DWC) held its 117th meeting on May 2, 2012 at the Yarmouth 
Water District, Yarmouth Maine.  
 
Present Were: 
 

Members:  Tom Brennan, Rebecca Laliberte, Bob Mackinnon, Jeff LaCasse, Ben Worcester III, Harvey 
Chesley, George Dugovic, John Storer, and Roger Crouse. 

 Guests:  Jim Willis (Maine DWP). 
 
Time:  Tom called the meeting to order at 9:18 am and welcomed the new commission members John Storer      
and Ben “Lee” Worcester. 
 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
      Approval of minutes from the last meeting occurred.   
 
B. Changes to the Regulation of Bottled Water – Impacts on Alternative Funding 

Mechanism (AFM) 
 
Roger described the new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Department of 
Human Services and the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources.  The Departments 
have overlapping statutory authority to regulate water bottlers.  The MOU was established to 
eliminate the redundant regulation which will simplify the regulatory burden on bottlers and better 
utilize staff time. 
 
This MOU eliminates DHHS’s role in the oversight of out-of-state bottlers selling water in Maine.  
Because these out-of-state bottlers have historically been assessed an AFM fee, DHHS will no 
longer be receiving payment from the out-of-state bottlers.  This will reduce the AFM revenue by 
approximately $31,000 annually.   
 
A copy of the MOU is attached. 
 

C. AFM FEE AND COLLECTION STATUS 
 

As of the end of April the DWP has collect 97 percent of the anticipated revenue.  This collection 
rate is a little ahead from last year at this time.   

 
There was discussion about the current AFM fee structure and it was decided that the fee’s should 
remain the same George Dugovic made the motion to keep the AFM fees the same for this year, 
John Storer Seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimasly. 
 



 
The board discussion the likely need to raise fees for the 2014 billing year.        

    
D. DWP FINANCIAL STATUS 

 
The DWP’s financial status is stable and consistent with previous years.   
 
The DWP recently reduced the Laboratory Certification fees because the fee structure was bringing 
in more revenue than was necessary. 
 
The revenue from plumbing permits continues to be ahead of expenditures and the plumbing 
account is now developing a reasonable cushion.  A year ago, the account was operating in the red.       

 
E. DWSRF UDATE 

 
Roger went over status of the SRF grant. We are elligibile for 9 million in grants as long as we come 
up with the 20 percent state match. We currently are waiting on the Legislature and the Governor to 
approve a General Obligation Bond.                

 
 

F. PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM COMPLIANCE/ENFORCEMENT     
      
The total violations issued to public water systems in 2011 was 1,149.  This is down from 
1,447 in 2010, 1388 in 2009 and 1320 in 2008. 
 
Roger also described the integrated Health Inspection Program application process.  The 
new process requires the DWP approval of the water and on-site wastewater disposal 
(when applicable) before a Health Inspection Program license is issued.     This will reduce 
the risk of a Health Inspection license being issued when the facility has a water or 
wastewater issue.         

 
G. DWP STAFFING UPDATE 

Roger stated that the Drinking Water program is currently fully staffed. 
 
Roger and the commission discussed the Staff merit award.  Lee, Jeff, and Bob volunteered to be 
on the committee to look at nominations for the next award recipient. 

 
 

H. POSSIBLE TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

  Regulations on lead free water Meters.  
  
  

I.  NEXT MEETING LOCATION AND TIME 
 
September 5th, 2012 Greene-The Meadows  
 
Future Meetings 
 
December 5, 2012 – Augusta – Key Bank Building 

 



 
 

J. Motion to ADJOURN 
 

Rebecca made a motion to adjourn.  George seconded the motion.  The meeting ended at          
11:14 am. 

 
    

Respectfully Submitted  
Jim Willis        
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