Promotional Materials for LPPF Community Partners

Short Blurb for Parents as Audience

Could be placed in newsletters or on websites distributed to target audience (Parents of young children)

Just use the first paragraph or include the whole thing.
Parents: Free Tests for Lead in Your Home

Find Out if Your Child is At Risk for Lead Poisoning
Do you have little kids and live in an older home? Contact us today to get a FREE home lead dust test kit to find out if your home is putting your children at risk for lead poisoning. Once you know you if you have lead in your home you can make smart decisions about cleaning, home improvements and keeping your children safe. Order online: maine.gov/healthyhomes or [Contact info]
Keep reading to find out how to protect your family from lead poisoning…

Children under the age of 3 living in old housing, are more likely to be poisoned by lead. That’s because there is often lead paint in homes built before 1950, and sometimes in those built before 1978 when lead paint was banned. If a home contains lead paint, normal wear and tear or home renovations may produce lead dust. By far, lead dust is the most common way children are poisoned by lead in Maine.

Lead dust can remain in homes for a long time, collecting on places where children put their hands and play with toys, like floors and windowsills. Children, especially those under age three, often put their hands and toys in their mouths. This makes it very easy for lead dust to get into and damage their growing bodies. When lead is absorbed into the body, it can cause learning disabilities, behavior problems, hearing damage, language or speech delays and lower intelligence.
If you live in a home built before 1950 you can assume your home has lead paint. That means you need to do certain things to live safely with lead paint to protect your children from lead poisoning.

Here are seven things you can do to help protect your family:

1. Once a week, clean floors, windowsills and tabletops with a wet mop or cloth.

2. Always wash children’s hands after play and before meals, naps and bedtime.

3. Frequently wipe down toys, clean stuffed animals and wash bottles or pacifiers.

4. Routinely check painted windows, doors and floors for peeling or chipping paint.

5. Never dry scrape or sand chipping peeling or chipping paint. Learn how to renovate, repair and paint safely before beginning any home improvement projects. 

6. Ask your child’s doctor about a blood lead test.

7. Contact us to get a FREE home lead dust test kit to find out if your home has a lead dust problem and what to do about it. Order online: maine.gov/healthyhomes or [Contact info.]
FMI: www.maine.gov/healthyhomes
