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[Intro music, raccoon snarl]
Libby Kempf, MPH, Wildlife Biologist, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services
“Rabies is a deadly disease caused by a virus. It is carried by wildlife and can be passed to other animals or humans by a bite, scratch, or other exposure. Through understanding how to avoid contact with wildlife, getting treatment, and by vaccinating your pets, rabies can be prevented.” 
Kristen Mugnai, DVM, Veterinarian, Coastal Veterinary Care
“It is very important to protect your dogs and cats against rabies. Most importantly, keep them under control when they’re outdoors to avoid contact with any wild animals. It is also important to vaccinate your dogs and cats against rabies according to your veterinarian’s recommendations. It is the law in Maine to vaccinate both cats and dogs against rabies.” 

Don Hoenig, VMD, State Veterinarian, Maine Department of Agriculture
“Fortunately, due to the availability of highly effective vaccines, this disease is entirely preventable in pets and most livestock, including horses, cattle, and sheep. For the protection of the health of your pets and livestock, and for your own peace of mind, please be sure to keep your animals vaccinated against rabies.” 

Libby Kempf, MPH, Wildlife Biologist, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services

“All wild animals play an important role in Maine’s environment. Some wild animals are more common to carry rabies. These animals include raccoon, skunk, fox, and bats. Animals that have hair or fur and produce milk are at risk to get or spread rabies. It is important not to approach, touch, feed, or relocate any wildlife.” 

Maynard Stanley, Animal Control Officer/Animal Damage Control Officer, Critter Catcher
“When an animal has rabies, its behavior can be very unpredictable. It may bite or scratch or lose its fear of people. It may seem real friendly. You can’t tell by looking at an animal if it has rabies or not, and it could pass it on to either you or to your pets, so we want you to remember not to feed wild animals and if you see an animal around your property, you should avoid it.” 

Stephen Sears, MD, MPH, State Epidemiologist, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
“If you get bitten or scratched by a wild or domestic animal, call your doctor or the Maine CDC right away.” 

Libby Kempf, MPH, Wildlife Biologist, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services

“Please remember: to prevent rabies, vaccinate both indoor and outdoor pets. Do not approach, handle or feed wildlife or strange domestic animals. Do not relocate wildlife because it could spread rabies. Report sick, stray, or strange acting animals. If bitten or scratched by an animal, contact a doctor or Maine CDC immediately.” 
Corporal John MacDonald, Game Warden, Maine Warden Service
“Hello, I’m Corporal John MacDonald with the Maine Warden Service. Rabies is a serious yet preventable disease. Please respect and enjoy Maine’s wildlife from a distance. If you have questions about rabies, please call or go online to find out how to protect yourself and your animals against rabies.” 

Libby Kempf, MPH, Wildlife Biologist, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services

“To report a human exposure to a potentially rabid animal, contact Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention. To report a potential exposure to a rabid wild animal, contact your local town office, animal control officer, police department, or local game warden. To report a strange acting wild animal with no exposure to a person, pet, or livestock, or if you have a rabies management question, please call USDA Wildlife Services.” 
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