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30 October 2009
Dear 2009 H1N1 Pandemic Vaccine Provider:

I am writing to solicit your cooperation in monitoring adverse events following H1N1 vaccination.

As you know, there has been a lot of coverage regarding H1N1 vaccine in the popular media.  As can be expected, a lot of the public interest stems from the fact that the 2009 pandemic H1N1 strain is a newly- circulating virus strain among humans.   This interest has translated into inquiries regarding the vaccine, its approval process, its content and its side effects.  As a healthcare provider, I expect you are encountering some of those same questions already.

I am attaching a copy of answers to commonly asked questions about the vaccine.  For further information about the disease or the vaccine you can also visit our website at:  Http://www.maineflu.gov or the CDC’s flu website at: Http://www.flu.gov.  You can also reach our hotline at: 1-888-257-0990 (TTY 207-629-5751).
Coupled with this we are also interested in getting reports of any adverse events following vaccination.  Vaccine adverse event monitoring is an important tool in reassuring the general public about the safety of all vaccines.  The Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System (VAERS) will receive and document all such events on H1N1 vaccine as it does normally with other vaccines.  I am also attaching a copy of the VAERS report, or you could fill it electronically on a secure website at https://secure.vaers.org/VaersDataEntryintro.htm.  Completed VAERS reports can also be faxed to the Maine CDC Immunization Program at 1-800-437-5743 or can be mailed to:  Maine CDC Immunization Program (Attention: MIP Epidemiologist), SHS 11, 286 Water Street, 9th Floor, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011.
The Maine CDC would like to thank you for your usual cooperation in monitoring vaccine safety as well as for your hard work and collaboration in addressing H1N1 pandemic in Maine.  

Best regards,

Dora Anne Mills, MD, MPH, FAAP
Director, Maine CDC/DHHS
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