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This course is intended to consist of at least 8 hours of classroom instruction consisting of:

· Review and discussion of the material in this booklet

· Additional information as deemed relevant

· Demonstration and practice of medication administration. “Dummy” pills and liquids may be used for demonstration and practice. All containers used in practice should have simulated pharmacy labels.

· Administration of the standardized test.

It is recommended that students either download and print their own copies of this booklet or be given printed copies to keep so they can take notes and have the book for future reference.

In addition to the classroom portion of the curriculum, in order to receive certification each student must do at least one  medication pass following all of the “Six Rights”. A medication pass consists of administering one dose of one medication to an individual at one scheduled time and completing documentation. 

If the student is supporting a person who does not take medication regularly, or if observing in the home is not feasible, 3 simulated medication passes using three different dummy medications and documentation may be accepted. When the person has a medication order it is recommended that the nurse instructor observe an actual medication pass in the home, if feasible.

These medication passes must be observed by the nurse instructor. The nurse instructor may not coach or correct the student during the medication pass, but may provide feedback once the medication pass is completed. The nurse instructor may require additional medication passes if the student’s performance is not satisfactory.

If you or a sponsoring agency is charging a fee for this course, the fee may include the time and travel required to observe medication passes in the student’s home.

Test questions and a certificate of competence may be downloaded. In order to download, you will need to request a password by submitting your name and Maine Board of Nursing license number. Go to http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/OACPDS/DS/training.shtml and click on “Medication Administration in Shared Living and Family-Centered Home Support”.
Do not issue a certificate of competence until you are satisfied that an individual is competent to administer medications safely. If at any time it is your professional opinion that a student will not be able to demonstrate competence, you may refuse to give them a certificate.

Re-certification is accomplished by a 2-4 hour session consisting of:

· Review and discussion of selected topics in this booklet

· At least one simulated medication pass using ‘dummy’ medications

· A written test is not required for re-certification
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