MaineCare Advisory Committee Meeting Notes 
February 2, 2010 

In attendance: Kaitlyn B. Roe, Delta Cseak, Patty Dushuttle, Teresa Berkowitz, Joe Pannozzo, Doreen McDaniel, Ron Bansmer, Darcy Shargo, Lisa Webber, Kathy Adams, Jack Comart, David Winslow, Linda Riddell, Dean Crocker, Cindy Boucher, Juliana L’Heureux, Julia Bell, Amanda Wilson, Loretta Wells.  

Ana Hicks called the meeting to order, and everyone introduced themselves to the group.  Ana also distributed to the group the MaineCare Advisory Committee’s testimony to the Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committee.  The testimony was in opposition to LD 1671. 

Rule and Waiver Update 

Patty Dushuttle discussed the rules that are currently in the public comment period.  (See handout.)  

Follow-up item: Invite Brenda McCormick to speak to the MAC about the new Prior Authorization process, and the quality assurance for it. 

Patty asked that the MAC convene a sub-committee to work on the transportation waiver.  This group would also review and set a standard for transportation marketing materials.  A sign-up for this sub-committee was circulated. 

Maine Integrated Health Management System (MIHMS) Update 

Loretta Wells gave the group a picture of the new MaineCare Member web page.  The group discussed having a link to the MaineCare Member Handbook, as well as links to the section of the handbook that describes the various benefit packages.  A direct link to a list of Transportation agencies was also suggested.  

Follow-up item: The draft web page suggests linking to Access Maine for its directory of community resources.  The group asked that Loretta confirm that Access Maine is still actively maintained and updated.  

Loretta also reported that the start date for the new claims system will be later than originally planned.  A firm date will be published in mid-February.  

In answer to a question posed by the MAC last month, Loretta reported that when providers query a member’s eligibility for a specific service, they will see whether the service is covered or not covered.  However, the query screen does not tell the provider whether the service requires Prior Authorization.  

OIAS Update
Doreen McDaniels introduced herself to the group, as the new MaineCare program manager from the Office of Integrated Assistance and Support (OIAS).  

Ron Bansmer reported that the waiting list for non-categorical childless adults is currently 17,451 people.  Approximately 400 people will be taken off the wait list and offered coverage, back dated to January 1, 2010.  The next people to get coverage were put on the waiting list in December 2008 and January 2009.  

Follow-up item: The group asked whether Ron could find out whether the letters to wait listed applicants are getting returned for bad addresses.  
Ron reported that the electronic verification of citizenship and identity was successful for 97% of the data submitted.  OIAS will use this system, and will not ask applicants for proof of identity or citizenship.  For the 3% of members that are not verified by the electronic system, OIAS will ask for paper records.  

Developmental Therapy Work Group
Jack Comart reported on behalf of the developmental therapy work group.  When Early Intervention (Section 27) policy is repealed, children may be able to replace those services with services under other policy sections.  If children do not qualify under the other policy sections, they can apply for coverage under EPSDT or they can apply to Children’s Developmental Services agency within DHHS.  A new section of policy, Section 28, will be adopted soon.  An emergency rule will add children with chronic medical conditions.  The Day Treatment section of MaineCare policy is also slated to be repealed. 
The Developmental Therapy Work Group will be meeting again soon. 

Agenda for March Meeting
Ana Hicks suggested that the group include on its next agenda a MaineCare member survey recently completed by the Muskie School; invite Brenda McCormick to discuss quality assurance for Prior Authorization services; invite Mike Stair from MaineCare’s Provider Advisory Group (PAG) to discuss how the MAC and the PAG could work in concert; and reports from sub-committees.  

