Medicaid Advisory Committee – June 1, 2010 
Present were Sandra Macarthur, Jill V. Adams, Judiann Smith, Karleen Goldhammer, Dean Crocker, Kait B. Roe, Doreen McDaniel, Patty Dushuttle, Delta Cseak, Kathy Bubar, Leo Delicata, Andy MacLean, Lisa Webber, Margaret Brown, Caroline Zimmerman, Jack Comart, Mary Lou Dyer, Marcia Cooper, Sarah Stewart, Helen Bailey, Dennis Brockway, Darcy Shargo, Ana Hicks, Elaine Ecker, Ginger Roberts and Linda Riddell. 

Ana Hicks called the meeting to order, and invited everyone to introduce himself. 

LD 1804
Kathy Bubar led a discussion of LD 1804, An Act To Make Certain MaineCare Rules Regarding Service Provided by the Department of Health and Human Services through the Department of Education Major Substantive Rules.  (See handouts which are posted online at http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/news_page_index.html.) 

OIAS Update
Doreen McDaniel, as the representative of the Office of Integrated Access and Support (OIAS), reported on several items: 

· There are 13,382 people on the waiting list for MaineCare coverage as non-categorical (child-less) adults.  In the past month, 4,288 people were taken from the waiting list and automatically enrolled in MaineCare; these people qualified for MaineCare because they were receiving food supplement benefits.  Another 1,986 people were sent review letters, inviting them to re-apply for MaineCare.  The waiting list now dates back to December 2009.  

· A change in the asset transfer penalty will soon take effect. 

· The OIAS central office will now be handling the Health Insurance Premium Option (HIPO) benefit. 

· The personal allowance will go up for members covered under certain waivers.  

· Native Americans and Native Alaskans will no longer be charged any premiums for Katie Beckett coverage.  

Rule Status Update 

Patty Dushuttle discussed upcoming and pending rule changes.  (See handout posted online at http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/news_page_index.html) 

The group discussed having a representative of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) attend a future meeting.  Patty Dushuttle will invite the CMS representative to attend. 

Ginger Roberts discussed the draft changes to Section 65, Outpatient Therapy.  The new rule sets eligibility criteria for outpatient care beyond the 18-visit limit.  The group’s primary concern is that the criteria for both adults and children are too restrictive.  The group was concerned that the language is more restrictive than that laid out by the legislature and than EPSDT for children.  The legislative language for children followed the guidelines of EPSDT which basically require the state to provide a service to a child if it is determined to be medically necessary.  The language for services for adults required that the state allow services beyond 18 visits if a provider documented that the person’s mental health condition would be exacerbated without the additional visits.  The proposed rule would require documentation of the need for a higher level of care for children and for greater intensity of treatment for adults to continue services past the 18 visit limit.    The group agreed to give Ginger more feedback on the draft. 

Prior Authorization Overview 

Karleen Goldhammer gave a presentation about MaineCare’s new Prior Authorization (PA) system that will begin running on July 6, 2010.  (See handout which is posted online at http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/news_page_index.html.) 
The new system will handle PA’s for dates of service August 1, 2010 and later.  For care plans that run from, for example, July 1 through December 31, 2010, the provider will need to submit a request to the current PA system for 7/1 through 7/31 and another request to the new system for 8/1 through 12/31.  The group asked how the two systems will ensure that these care plans get the same decision and same or similar letters from each decision-maker.  

The group asked to see the new system’s denial letter to members, and the letter to members about the transition to the whole new system, including the claims, PA, and billing systems.  

Sub-committees
Two sub-committees met recently: 

· Transportation sub-committee: worked on draft rules 

· Children’s sub-committee: received updated language from Kathy Bubar 

Next Agenda
The group will meet in July, but generally does not meet in August.  Ana Hicks will delegate the chair duties to Mary Lou Dyer, during her maternity leave this summer and early fall.  Group members are welcome to send Ana or Mary Lou suggested agenda items. 
