MaineCare Advisory Committee Meeting 
October 5, 2010 

Present were Jaime D’Errico, Consumers for Affordable Health Care; Sarah Stewart, Office of MaineCare Services; Peter Kraut, Maine Primary Care Association; Anna Cyr, Maine Parent Federation;  Mary Lou Dyer, Maine Association for Community Service Providers; Leo Delicata, Legal Services for the Elderly; Julia Bell, Maine Developmental Disabilities Council; Judiann Smith, Spurwink; Michael Dostie, Office of MaineCare Services; Ginger Roberts-Scott, Office of MaineCare Services; Amy MacMillan, Office of MaineCare Services; Kathy Adams, Maine CITE; Ellie Goldberg, Maine Children’s Alliance; Doreen McDaniel, Maine DHHS; Helen Bailey, Disability Rights Center; Jack Comart, Maine Equal Justice Project; Linda Riddell, Office of MaineCare Services. 

Section 65 final rule 
Ginger Roberts-Scott gave the group copies of the final adopted rule for Section 65, Behavioral Health Services.  Jack Comart asked how the Department would handle medically necessary services that exceed the 18-visit limit.  Children can get more than 18 visits, when their provider submits proof of medical necessity and a Prior Authorization is issued. 
OIAS Update 

Doreen McDaniel, from the Office of Integrated Access and Support (OIAS) reported that there are 15,496 childless adults or “non-categorical” members enrolled as of September 1, 2010.  The waiting list has 12,452 names.  OIAS recently removed from the waiting list people who had not responded to a letter from the Department inviting them to re-apply for MaineCare.  

OIAS is reviewing its procedures for ending MaineCare coverage.  Staff needs to make sure that the member does not qualify for MaineCare under a different eligibility category.  

The office is also working to ensure that members who have income from working are charged the correct Cost of Care amount.  The new Cost of Care billing system started on September 1 and no issues have arisen with it.  

Rule Status 

Mary Henderson discussed the status of MaineCare rulemaking.  (See handout.)  The group discussed new rules that change the training required for Education Technicians.  A representative of the Department of Education will be invited to the November MAC meeting to discuss this further. 

The group asked whether MaineCare could share the State Plan Amendments before they were submitted to the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS).  The group also expressed interest in having the State Plan posted online.  Patty Dushuttle will be asked to respond to these issues. 
APS Update
Eric Meyer from the Department’s vendor for managing behavioral health services, APS, joined the meeting.  He reported that APS has a new member liaison.  

APS holds quarterly member advisory committee meetings, which are open to the public.  MAC members are welcome to attend these. 

The transition to MaineCare’s new billing system is going well.  APS has been working closely with MaineCare and with providers to make the shift.  

APS recently streamlined how it tracks the waiting list children’s services.  

As the Department’s agent, APS is now performing the Pre Admission Screening Resident Review (PASRR) tests for adults at nursing facilities.  

MIHMS Update 

Loretta Wells reported that MaineCare’s new claims system, the Maine Integrated Health Management Solution (MIHMS) has processed 267,000 claims since it began on September 1, 2010.  The system has paid 68% of the claims submitted, and issued payments for $44.0 million.  

The group asked that the meeting notes include a link to the MIHMS online portal.  The link is: https://mainecare.maine.gov/Default.aspx.  

Next Month’s Agenda
Next month’s agenda will include another update on MIHMS, a report on MaineCare’s managed care project, and a discussion of the Education Technician training requirements. 

