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Project of the Monthnne

PROJECT TEAM INCLUDES COLBURN & GUYETTE, SEBAGO TECHNICS, FITZEMEYER & TOCCI AND AMES HEWETT & GIFFORD

JSA designs new 135,000 s/f Riverview
psychiatric treatment center in Augusta

Architect  / Interior Design JSA
Civil Engineer, Surveyor, Landscape Architect Sebago Technics
Electrical Engineer Ames Hewett & Gifford Consulting Engineers
Foodservice Consultants Colburn & Guyette Consulting Partners

HVAC / Plumbing / Fire Protection Fitzemeyer & Tocci Associates, Inc.

Riverview Center Project Team

AUGUSTA, ME Governor John  Baldacci
joined Sabra Burdick, acting com-
missioner for the Department of Be-
havioral and Developmental Services
to unveil the state’s new psychiatric
treatment center. This advanced
135,000 s/f facility will house 92
patients and replace the Augusta
Mental Health Institute, which has
been in continuous operation for the
past 163 years.

“This new building is a powerful
statement about the State’s commit-
ment to improving services for per-
son with mental illness and reducing
the stigma associated with mental
illness,” said governor Baldacci.
“Architecture plays a strong role in
shaping the environment and expec-
tations.  This building is about hope,
recovery, light, and respect.”

Riverview Center is being touted
as the next generation treatment cen-
ter meticulously designed to pro-
mote healing while providing safety
for staff and patients. “Creating a
therapeutic environment that respects
the dignity of the individual patients
was paramount in the design phi-
losophy at Riverview,” said Todd
Hanson, principal architect at JSA.
“The goal was not to create a large
institutional facility but to treat the
center as a village of diverse neigh-
borhoods that address the functional
needs of the patients.”  By creating
several enclosed courtyards and care-
fully orienting the wings, almost all
common areas are washed with natu-
ral light and have access to secure,
beautifully landscaped grounds.

Several unique features of the cen-
ter can be noted.  Each private bed-
room has a scenic view across the
Kennebec River. A treatment mall

gives patients the opportunity to use
the art studio, library, teaching
kitchen, greenhouse, computer lab,
quiet lounge, hair salon, medical
clinic and dental office. In addition,
patients can enjoy indoor and out-
door dining, gymnasium, and exer-
cise room.

“Our goal is to create an environ-
ment of support and hope for our
patients,” said Marya Faust, director
of special initiatives and program
manager for Riverview. “This place
is all about respect for people who
have mental illness and providing

them an environment where they
feel safe and cared for. The natural
landscape reflected in the artwork
and design brings the outside in and
promotes healing. We look forward
to providing the best care possible
for recovery to those who need our
services the most.”

JSA is a national architecture, plan-
ning, and interior design firm and
winner of over 50 industry awards
and has three AIA Fellows on staff.
The company has 24 years of expe-
rience in healthcare, education, hos-
pitality, housing and senior living.

FOODSERVICE CONSULTANTS

COLBURN & GUYETTE

CONSULTING PARTNERS, INC.

Foodservice Designers,

Planners & Consultants

1020 Plain Street, Suite 290

Marshfield, MA 02050

Tel: 781-834-8000

Toll Free: 800-343-3310
Fax: 781-834-0574

Email: general@colburnguyette.com

www.colburnguyette.com
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ELECTRICAL ENGINEER

161 Main St. P.O. Box 318, Winthrop, ME 04364-0318
Tel. (207) 377-6969, Fax (207) 377-7584

www.ahgeng.com

AMES, HEWETT & GIFFORD - ELECT.
ENGINEERS

WHITNEY - MECHANICAL ENGINEER

Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning, Fire Protection,

Lighting Design, Alarm Systems, Power Systems Analysis,

Medium and High Voltage Systems, Telecommunications,

School Technology Systems, Emergency Power and

Plumbing

Industrial - Commercial – Educational – Health Care – Utility – Military –
Retail – Correctional – Governmental – New Construction – Expansions –

Renovations – Serving New England and Beyond

CIVIL ENG., SURVEYOR, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

ARCHITECT / INTERIOR DESIGN

HVAC/PLUMBING/FIRE PROTECTION

“Thoughtful Practical Engineering”

HVAC
PLUMBING

ELECTRICAL

FIRE PROTECTION

ENERGY MODELLING

LEED CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS

MEP INFRASTRUCTURE MASTER PLANNING

FITZEMEYER & TOCCI ASSOCIATES, INC.
Mechanical/Electrical Engineers
92 Montvale Avenue, Suite 4100

Stoneham, MA 02180
T 781.481.0210 x175

F 781.481.0203

smontibello@f-t.com • www.f-t.com


