William N. Chambers, M.D.

Visiting Professorship
A Brief Description

Dr. William N. Chambers began his career at Dartmouth Medical School in 1946 as a Teaching Fellow in Medicine.  He received his undergraduate degree from Amherst College and his M.D. from Cornell College of Medicine.  Dr. Chambers also served in the United States Army Medical Corps for three years, rising from First Lieutenant to Major and receiving the Bronze Star.  At DMS, Dr. Chambers rose to the rank of Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine, which was bestowed on him in 1969.  During his lifetime, Dr. Chambers became known throughout the New England region for his compassionate approach to patients and for his inspired writing on medical practice.  He believed in treating the whole person and viewed the practice of medicine as a calling.

Shortly after Dr. Chambers’ death in 1970, his widow, Susan Chambers, established an endowed fund to “perpetuate the ideals of medical practice as exemplified by the life of Dr. Chambers, with particular emphasis on the perception of human values in the understanding and the relief of illness.”  The William N. Chambers Memorial Fund supports clinical teaching programs designed to inspire “renewed commitment to the total care of the patient, guided by high spiritual values…an extraordinary depth of understanding and a total dedication to their welfare.”

The William N. Chambers Visiting Professorship was established in September 1971 and is another way in which we remember Dr. Chambers.  The annual income of the fund provides the means to bring to Hanover “a suitable individual or individuals who exemplify the type of medicine practiced by the late Dr. Chambers.”  Mrs. Chambers takes an active role in the Chambers Visiting Professor and Lecture.  Along with members of her family, she attends the Chambers Lecture and presides over the luncheon which follows the lecture. The William N. Chambers Professorship and Lecture is a vibrant part of the life of the Department of Medicine and a continuing testament to the profound effect Dr. Chambers has had on the Dartmouth-Hitchcock medical community. 

Please refer to the enclosed list of the Chambers Lecturers and an excerpt from Dr. Chambers’ writings on the subject of what it means to be a physician.

