NOTICE OF EMERGENCY RULE-MAKING

AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 12 M.R.S. §86172, 6192, 6193 & 6194
Struck text is being removed, and underlined texti s being added

BASIS STATEMENT

The Commissioner of the Maine Department of Marine Resources amends the emergency DMR
Chapter 96.08, Area No. 164-B, Schoodic Point (Winter Harbor) to the Canadian Border,
previously amended on March 31, 2011. This amendment creates a small exception area for
the harvest of ocean quahogs near Cross Island (Cutler), due to PSP returning to safe levels in
that area. All existing pollution and red tide/PSP closures remain in effect. As authorized by 12
M.R.S. 886172, 6192, 6193 & 6194 the Commissioner of Marine Resources adopts emergency
amendments to Chapter 96.08.

RULE TITLE AND SUBJECT: DMR Chapter 96.08, Area No. 164-B, Schoodic Point (Winter
Harbor) to the Canadian Border, previously amended on March 31, 2011, is amended as
follows:

TITLE & TEXT OF RULE: DMR Chapter 96.08, Area No. 164-B, Schoodic Point (Winter
Harbor) to the Canadian Border

Effective immediately, because of pollution (paralytic shellfish poisoning), it shall be unlawful to
dig, take or possess any ocean quahogs (Arctica islandica), taken from Maine coastal waters
and those offshore waters of the exclusive economic zone (EEZ/200 mile limit) east of a line
beginning at Schoodic Point, Winter Harbor due south to the limits of US jurisdiction AND the
Canadian border.

EXCEPTION: Ocean quahogs may be harvested east of a line beginning at the south tip of
Schoodic Point (Winter Harbor) running true south to the limits of US jurisdiction; AND west of a
line beginning at Stone Island (Machiasport) then running true south to the limits of US
jurisdiction. Ocean quahogs may not be harvested from one half hour after sunset to one half
hour before sunrise.

EXCEPTION: Ocean quahogs may be wet stored by certified dealers who currently hold a valid
wet storage permit issued by the Department in accordance with DMR Regulations 15.32 to
15.35.

EXCEPTION: Ocean quahogs may be harvested east of a line beginning at the southwestern
tip of Cross Island (Cutler) running true south to the limits of the Three Nautical Mile Line and
west of a line beginning at the eastern tip of Cape Wash (Cutler) then running true south to the
limits of the Three Nautical Mile Line. Ocean quahogs may not be harvested from one half hour
after sunset to one half hour before sunrise.

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 8, 2011 EFFECTIVE TIME: 2:30 PM

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Darcie Couture, Department of Marine Resources,
194 McKown Point Road, W. Boothbay Harbor, Maine 04575
http://www.maine.gov/dmr/rm/public_health/closures/closedarea.htm

EMAIL: Darcie.Couture@maine.gov







