LURC Application Section 2-B

Stetson Wind Project, T8R3 and T8R4, NBPP

Section 2-B

Substantially Equivalent Level of Protection; 

Harmonious Fit into the Existing Environment
None of the area to be developed is in a protection zone, except for approximately 14,000 square feet of temporary wetland impact associate with clearing for the 115 kV transmission line.  Existing protection zones in the proposed rezone area will be buffered and will not be disturbed.  In addition to the many wetlands and streams identified in the wetland report (Section R), there are inclusions of wetland protection zones identified on the relevant LURC zoning maps (Exhibit B).  These mapped areas are part of larger significant wetland systems.  None of these large, significant wetland areas will be disturbed, and all will have substantial buffers from the project development area.

The area to be rezoned is nearly entirely a General Management Subdistrict that was historically and is currently used for commercial forestry activities.  Those activities have resulted in alteration and fragmentation of the forest cover by roads, skid trails, small clear cut areas, and species composition.  The road network runs down the spine of the ridge, with several spur roads up and down the ridgeline.  These roads include existing stream and wetland crossings; no new wetland or stream crossings are proposed.

The additional clearing for the project amounts to 242 acres.  Of this total, only approximately 33 acres will be permanently cleared.  This additional cleared area should be considered in the context of the surrounding commercial forest, which extends on nearly all sides of the rezone area.  This additional cleared area is within the existing General Management Subdistrict which has always been used for forestry management activities, and thus has historically been subjected to managed timber clearing.  Therefore, the proposed use of this land for wind turbine construction will assure no undue adverse effects on the existing uses and natural resources of the area.  The scenic character will be affected to a minimal degree, considering the relatively low scenic value of the area.  See Section 3-M for more discussion of this issue.
The majority of the leased area will still be available for the uses that are primarily designated for the existing General Management Subdistrict (i.e., forest management activities).  In addition, the project will enhance the re-zoned area by stabilizing the roads used for the development.  Because they will need to be used regularly to access the turbines array, the roads will be maintained so as to eliminate and prevent erosion or sedimentation.
An engineering analysis which evaluated the potential impact on radio frequencies concluded that there would be no impact (see Appendix 2B).
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