














Report of the Governor’s Task Foice oii Wind Power Development

The significance of the scenic resource;

©  The existing character of the surrounding area;

® The expectations of the typical viewer;

® The project purpose and the context of the proposed activity;

®  The extent, nature, and duration of public use; and

© The scope and scale of the potential impact of the project views on the scenic
resource, including the number and extent of turbines and transmission lines visible
from the scenic resource, as well as their distance from the scenic resource and the

project’s prominence in the landscape.

¢ Indetermining whether a project has an unreasonable adverse impact on scenic resources and
existing uses related to those scenic resources, the Department recognizes that wind turbines
are potentially a highly visible feature of the landscape and may have an impact on views.
The fact that the project, including but not limited to, one or more turbines or part of a
transmission line, may be a highly visible feature in the landscape does not by itself mean the
visual impact is unreasonable, even if the scenic resource is a high value resource used by
many members of the public. Other factors to consider are the scenic character of the
landscape in which the project is located, the expectations of users of the scenic resource, and
how significantly the public’s use and enjoyment of the resource would be adversely

impacted by the presence of the project.

© The Task Force recommends that this same approach for reviewing the scenic impacts of
wind power projects be adopted by the Land Use Regulation Commission, and recognizes
that this will require statutory changes to accomplish this objective.

The Department of Environmental Protection and the Land Use Regulation Commission
shall adopt guidance to implement this approach.
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