





previously been reviewed by the MHPC and tribes in the early 1990s, when the Kenetech
project was proposed across a broader geographical area in the region.

A Phase 0 survey for PreContact period archaeological sites was previously conducted in this
area in 1993 for the proposed New England Wind Energy Station (also known as the Kenetech
or United States Wind Power project) by Richard Will, PhD (MHPC report #2757). No
archaeological sites were reported in the vicinity of that project area and field reconnaissance
indicated that the area had low archaeological sensitivity for PreContact period sites. Site files
for the Kibby Wind Power Project were re-examined by Dr. Will on August 12, 2005 to
determine whether any new archaeological site data had been gathered from the area; no
additional information was identified at that time.

Because the Kibby Wind Power Project largely overlaps with a portion of the former wind project
proposed more than a decade ago, no further studies are believed to be warranted for historical
or archaeological resources in the project area. Because the site is not proximate to structures,
including historical structures, no locations have been identified as key visual receptors from a
cultural resources standpoint.

A letter from the MHPC (Appendix 9-D) concurs that no further archaeological survey work is
required for the proposed wind turbine and associated access road areas. However, three
locations along the proposed 115 kV transmission line were identified for which additional
survey was requested. A study plan and MHPC confirmation of the study plan are also
included in Appendix 9-D. This will be further discussed in Volume V.

9.5.2 Historic Overview of the Project Area

The project area has been actively utilized by the forest industry for many years. Much of Kibby
and Skinner Townships, located between the towns of Stratton and Jackman, were actively
managed for forest products 50 years ago. Like other lumbering towns carved out of the Maine
woods, such as Lowelltown, Holeb, Tarrantine and Long Pond, Skinner and Kibby supported
logging camps. Spruce and fir cut from the surrounding forests was used to make wooden
boxes (before the era of cardboard and paper bags) and sounding boards for pianos.

The Dead River Historical Society has a large collection of photographs, logging records and
equipment which bear testimony to the extent of the lumbering industry in the area during the
late 19" and early 20™ centuries. The fire of 1908, which involved all the area around the
Moose River Valley (Jackman, Moose River, Dennistown) severely affected the harvest, and the
Great Depression of 1929 eliminated what was left.

According to accounts of the fire, there had been no rain for six weeks when a fire started at
Loon Lake late in September of 1908. Simultaneously, fires broke out at Attean Station and
Skinner. The fire raged for a week, spreading in all directions. The mills at Skinner and
Lowelitown were burned, marking an end to those flourishing settlements, which included mills,
schools, churches and stores. Before the fire, Lowelltown had a population of approximately
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