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Mick Rogers To Oversee MCC Program

In August, the MCC became part of the Grants & Camitty Recreation Division.
Supervisor of Outdoor Recreation Mick Rogers wilnprovide oversight to the MCC
program. Rogers, who lives in West Bath with hifevand three daughters, has been
involved with parks since
1973, worked at Bradbury
Mountain State Park for 13
years, and has been in
charge of the Recreational
Trails Program (RTP) for
almost two years.

Rogers has been involved
with using the MCC for
trails projects since the late
1980’s, and he has
administered MCC projects
for many years. He also
manages RTP, Land and
Water Conservation Fund,
and the Land For Maine’s
Future Access grants, all of
which provide funding for
many of the MCC'’s trall

Mick Rogers (on L) with Field Team Managers SaraWies &
Steven Gaffney on Monhegan Island this fall.




projects. “l can help promote the Maine Conseora@orps and all of the great work
that they do through my interaction with many patdrpartners throughout the State. |
can also see MCC helping the Bureau of Parks & sasdess their trails and prioritize
trail work over the next several years, benefiting parks and the MCC,” says Rogers.
“I am excited about now being a part of the Mairmng§ervation Corps and all of the
great things that they do,” he adds.

Welcome to the MCC, Mick!

2009 Field Team Season Comes to a Close

The Maine Conservation Corps’ 2009 Field Team seasded on November 13vith
the annual Fall Recognition Day. The Fall seasas very successful, with 6 crews
working on recreational trails across the statke Fall crews completed 20.23 miles of
trail, 123 rock stairs, cleared 96,200 ft of nealtrand built 1,325 ft of bog bridging,
among numerous other accomplishments.

Here are some numbers for the 2009 Field Team semssa whole:

41.87 miles of trail

757 rock stairs

535 ft of stone retaining wall
337 stepping stones

216 water bars maintained
155 water bars installed
870 ft of ditch & drain
193,746 ft of trail cleared
4,769 ft of gravel spread
17 timber bridges

56 trail signs installed
2,472 ft of bog bridging
5,179 ft of side hill

892 ft of rip rap

Pretty impressive! (The list goes on and on, batdccomplishments are just too
numerous to list in their entirety) Congratulagdo the 2009 Field Team for a great
season!



6 Team Leaders Complete Service

Andrea Bachynskyof Flemington, NJ is a 2009 graduate of the MCQ&ilTTraining
Academy. She spent the summer season workingeoAghalachian Trail, and the fall
season across the state on the Wright Trail inemedtlaine, in Baxter State Park, and
ending in Brunswick.

“I came to MCC without
any trail work

experience. Not only did
| learn to build trails in

the past nine months, |
discovered a physical and
emotional strength |
never knew | was capable
of. |1 have made some
wonderful friends and
learned something
different from each
person I've encountered.

| have also gained a great
appreciation for my team,
because they are the ones

Bachynsky with her crew, volunteers, and projecinspr Paul Who_ make it f”‘” h_appen.
Sannicandro in Baxter State Park. Their determination and
continuous hard work

amazes me, along with their ability to entertaioheather in the middle of nowhere. It
may be part of our job, but who else can reallytbay camp out every night, commute
to work via hiking, and eat dinner around a canepfall as part of our job? Which also
comes with the hardships of sleeping on the gronriiccezing weather, working all day
through rain and mud, and worst of all, havingebaut of a warm sleeping bag to face
the cold, dark mornings of fall. But our MCC teab&ar these challenges each day and
still accomplish impressive feats, building and rmpng trails all over the state,” says
Bachynsky.

“A memorable time this fall was a snowball fight hre Wright Trail, in which every
team member was pelted or ambushed by snowbalis @pic battle. Working on a 500
ft high line on the Hunt Trail was a unique andiBrg experience, bringing together
trail workers and volunteers of all ages to accashph huge task of transporting 100
rocks out of a ravine onto the trail. | will neverget participating in a "bear gang" with
my team to scare away bears in Baxter State Pamkd. | will miss those mornings where
we choreographed and perfected our dance stretdbsbefore work. Finally, | can still



hear the sound of the young boy's voice who toJdrukis French accent, ‘the AT is very
beautiful, and it is because of people like you.”

With the end of the fall season, Bachynsky is hdduek to New Jersey to visit family
and celebrate Thanksgiving. She then plans tedtoross the country and back to see
more of the sights this country has to offer. Afteat, she might stay in Maine or
wherever else the world takes her.

Dave Hammesof Port St. Lucie, FL
is a long-time MCC veteran. He
started as a Team Member in 2005
served as an Assistant Team Leade
is 2007, a Team Leader in 2008, an
returned this year as a Team Leadels
for the summer and fall seasons. =
Hammes spent much of the summe
on Tumbledown Mountain, as well
as in Portland and at Quoddy Head
State Park. This fall, he finished up
with a mini crew at Tumbledown,
returned to Quoddy Head State Par
and then ended the season in
Freeport.

Hammes says, “This fall season has

been crazy to say the least. We are
the “Rogue Squadron”, small but
deadly; we are three strong and
mighty, and together we
accomplished our goals and beat th :
odds of cold, rain, trials, and Hammes and his crew at the eastern most
tribulations. Working with Smity point in the United States

and Brian at Quoddy was awesome;
and we really enjoyed hiking in and working in sacheautiful place. The crew and |
spent much of our spare time hiking and enjoyirgggtenery and each other’s
company.” He added that, “Taylor Flynn (an MCCmajuvas the best volunteer and we
really enjoyed his help and dedication to the MCC.”

Hammes’ plans are to head down to Florida to gek bawork as a Stage Technician at
the Sunrise Theatre in Fort Pierce, FL.

Carri Jagger of Mt. Gilead, OH is a 2009 graduate of the MCTrail Training
Academy. She is the only 2009 Team Leader to warknly one project per season.



Jagger spent the summer season working in the DieEbBublic Unit in northern Maine
and the fall season working on trails in Acadiaidizdl Park (ANP) on Mount Desert
Island in downeast Maine.

Jagger says, “We worked in ANP on the Jordan Cii#f8 rebuilding crib steps that were
built 30 years ago by our project sponsor, Garyi8teig. | hope when I’'m 60 | can
e SRR B TR ,&' ZE TS come back to Jordan Cliffs and

. B S SRR SR R show my kids the work my team

" did. The steps and retaining

walls were constructed of cedar
logs that ranged from 3-13 ft and
had to be carried about a mile up
the mountain along a cliff face.
The hike was long and hard, and
my crew was rough and tough.
They conquered the project in
less time than was anticipated,
giving us more time to work in
other areas of the park. Next we
moved to the Orange and Black

- R = trail where we built more crib
Jagger and her crew with MCC Volunteer of the Monthl - steps and check steps in an area
Brad Van Hook in Acadia National Park. that was damaged by an

earthquake 4 years prior. We are
very proud of this project as our work was key @hpmg reopen the trail. Once this
project was completed, we moved to the Great Hesldithere we constructed a 56 ft
bog bridge and assisted the ANP trail crew in fimg a 70 ft stretch of stone check
steps.”

s

“I would like to thank my crew for all their hardosk and dedication in seeing that all of
our projects were a success,” Jagger adds. “Withach and every one of you this fall
season would not have been the same and you ylptakey part in each and every
project. Thank you and best of luck to you all.”

Jagger’s post-service plans are to head back ttahely’s farm in central Ohio to work,
play, and relax for two months.

Katherine Kelley of Belmont, ME is a 2009 graduate of the MCC'’s Tfaaining
Academy, and in 2008, she served 6 months wittMiBE as a Team Member and
Assistant Team Leader. Kelley worked on projetite\eer the state during the 2009
season. She spent the summer at Vaughn WoodsPatdt@nd Burnt Island, as well as
in Perham and Bath. She spent the fall seasonarh&ban Island, at Androscoggin
Riverlands State Park and Two Lights State Parlyedlsas with the Bangor Land Trust.



“What an incredible
adventure!” Kelley
says. “So many great
people, beautiful
places and amazing
times. Sometimes
work was hard, but
it's worth all the
sweat and struggle fo
the sweet memories | &
have taken away from
the time | spent with
the MCC. The fall
funkadelic freaks
were truly a
wonderful group of
people that | won't

soon forget. Kelley and her crew on Monhegan Isle

Kelley’'s post-season plans include working on lieaad building stuff, including a yurt
that she is going to live in this winter. She wilso be once again spending the winter
working with Liz Como being a dog handler, racitefdsdogs, and taking folks out on
day-long dog sledding trips.

- L Ul SR Nate Mehlman of
iﬂll‘ mmunuml[z_;g J_I![E!H!iﬂllﬂga fr i Delmer, NY is a 2009
r - : graduate of the MCC'’s

Trail Training Academy.
Mehlman worked on a
variety of projects this
season, including ones at
Pike Lands, Vaughn
Woods in Hallowell,
Orris Falls, and with
Great Pond Mountain
" Conservation Trust,

| Sheepscot Valley
= Conservation

; | = i ! Association, and at
O RN o R e R & Safford Notch in the

Mehlman and his crew before heading out on thé trai summer. In the fall his
projects included
Bradbury Mountain State Park, Wolfe’'s Neck Woodst&Park, and Portland Trails.
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Mehlman says, “I had a great time at the MCC, awduld not have changed the
experience for the world. Throughout my time thiedéd what | thought was the best for
my crew and the projects we were working on. Wetlge job done, and done pretty
darn well.” “Best-o-luck to all | worked with,” hadds.

For his post-MCC plans, Mehiman plans to work ia @atskills as a metal roofer this
winter, and then he plans to pursue future ventregstruction and creation.

Remy Henry of Rutland, VT is a veteran MCC member who sermgd Team Member
W|th the MCC in 2007. The 2009 season took hlrﬁaﬁord Notch and West Baldpate
E-g i < ; e Bt on the Appalachian

Trail during the
summer and had him
working with Western
Foothills Land Trust,
and at Nahmakanta,
East Branch
campsites, and
- Quoddy Head State
.. Park this fall.

Henry’'s post-MCC
plans include working
this winter as the
Lodge Manager at the
Killington Ski Resort
in Killington, VT.

Henry and his crew at Western Foothills Land Trust
with project sponsor Lee Dassler.




7 Environmental Educators Complete Service

Hannah Wilhelm of Ithaca, NY served 10 months at the Maine Depeant of
Environmental Protection in Portland with the Bigilal Monitoring program and she
finished her term of service in late November.

Wilhelm spent much of her servica e . .
assisting with field work and
working on data entry and
database and GIS (Geographic
Information Systems) updates.
She also collected nearly 100
wetland plants and started an
herbarium to be housed right in
Portland.

“My highlights of the year
included traveling to Aroostook
County for field work, getting

trapped inside a giant light-up

( '"_

T

. . Wilhelm on Linsday Lake in Aroostook County,
globe at the University of Souther calibrating a pH meter.

Maine and having my students
from the Bowdoin Elementary School still recognme, calculating dozens of stream
orders by hand with tracing paper, presenting@aMhaine Congress of Lake
Associations conference, conducting an in-depttlystd the aerodynamics of cattail

fluff with 2" graders at the China School Forest Day, diggirepdieto the world of

plant taxonomy, ‘mucking’, geocaching and fishinghwkids at the Friends of Cobbossee
Watershed Spring Break Camp, and joining the MG&dFTeam Trail Training

Academy for a Wilderness First Responder coursgs $Vilhelm.

With her term of service having come to a closeh@lin will be returning to the Wells
National Estuarine Research Reserve (where shanvedern in the Research
department in 2008) to work on an interpretive bitabout the history and ecology of
Laudholm Farm.

Jacob Amanof Brooklin, ME served for 10 months at the WeNlational Estuarine
Research Reserve (Wells NERR) in Wells and congliei® service in mid-November.
This was Aman'’s second term of service at the WHRKRR; he served there for 10
months in 2008 as well.

Some of Aman’s projects included coordinating larie of volunteers to monitor sand
erosion on the beaches of York County and devetpaiRiver Restoration plan to



reestablish migratory fish species in parts oflseut Maine, which included numerous
fish surveys.

Aman says, “Serving with the MCC
has opened my eyes to the vast amou
of work that is accomplished by ;
volunteers. So much of the
environmental work we do depends on*™
people that care about the ecology of&&
their own town. | am very thankful to
have served alongside every one of
them.”

Aman is headed to west to travel
around southern California and
Mexico for a month and then he will
be returning to Wells NERR for a full . o
time position in the Research & Aman (on R; with intern Dan McCune
Stewardship departments to work on & MCC EE Molly Meserve) at the
projects similar to those he worked o Mousam River Estuary in Kennebunk.
during his term of service.

Rachel Potterof Old Town, ME served for 10 months at the Meprysg Nature Center

in Camden and finished her service in mid-Novemidénis is Potter’s second

AmeriCorps term of service. She previously serag@n AmeriCorps volunteer through
the Community Resource Corps at
Aldermere Farm in Rockport, ME.

-,

Jl | !”flr Lt & During her term of service at Merryspring,
el : : Potter primarily focused on developing
o, U education and volunteer programs focusing
Yo on the Center’s arboretum, vernal pool, and
. gardens. A large part of her service
: included organizing family workshops with
ik, o . themes like Trees, Bug Safari, and
i : Geocaching Festival. These workshops
were designed to introduce children and
their families to a wide range of healthy,
active outdoor activities and to spark
2 interest in new hobbies and pastimes that
= | children and adults can do together.

Potter With & & 7" graders about to play Potter says, “As an AmeriCorps volunteer at
“Beetle Invasion!”, a game that demonstratds Merryspring Nature Center, | was able to
the impact of invasive species.




work with visiting experts from many different fgd through our lecture series and
workshops. | also partnered with local schools ymuth organizations to bring nature
programs to children in the community. Workingiwibhe Maine Conservation Corps as
an environmental educator has been a wonderfulrexme. | have enjoyed working in
the Midcoast and | am looking forward to loggingreovolunteer hours with MCC in the
future.”

Her post-service plans are to continue working dfeater’s degree in science education
at the University of Maine Orono.

Sara Rademakerof Fort Wayne, IN served 10 months with the Hegr@ut Learning
Center in Port Clyde and she completed her tersenfice in mid-November.

The focus of Rademaker's g = |
term of service was primarily =
organizing marine science = ar

summer programs and -

outreach in the community, ©

as well as helping with ‘
|

classes that teach science to
kids through aquaculture
such as raising oysters,
tilapia, and trout.

Rademaker says, “What an
amazing opportunity this has?
been! | was lucky to have '
found a great host site that
allowed me to use my
aquaculture degree but also
exposed to me to a new
world of teaching k-12 marine science. | learnednameasurable amount of tricks and
tips for teaching kids hands-on materials and kegthiem actively learning in a
classroom. | can easily say that | learned sevenalthings every day at work.” She
adds, “l also worked on some great aquacultureept®j My favorite most challenging
project has been redesigning Herring Gut’s greesdand aquaponics system. It has
really put my knowledge and abilities to the tést; as a wrap up to my Americorps
position, | have my first crop of vegetables atapiia ready for harvest!”

Rademaker teaching local students about brook trout

Now that her service has come to an end, Radenmakwilled to report she will be
staying on at the Herring Gut Learning Center agldime Aquaculture & Marine
Science Educator.



Margaret “Molly” Meserve of Kennebunk, ME served for 10 months with theliéhc
Carson National Wildlife Refuge in Wells, ME. 10@38 she also served for 6 months as
an MCC Environmental Educator in Baxter State Park.

Throughout her term of service, Meserve worked wmerous projects including
surveying New England Cottontails, and working aitr@ach projects involving Least
Terns and Piping Plovers. As Meserve puts it, “Mficame and went and the summer
flew by in a humid whirlwind of nekton sampling,stesearching, plover monitoring and
ditched whales.”

. She adds, “I have made so
many friends during my term
of service, and | have
certainly grown both
personally and
professionally. This marks
the end of my second term of
service as a Maine
Conservation Corps
Environmental Educator, and
| am a bit sad. | feel so lucky

% - e, to have had two very

. o et e - different yet rewarding jobs,

o - "  and I've met many extremely
Meserve (on R) with Zack Hunt and Jordan Kramer bright, funny and interesting

doing nekton sampling in Moody Marsh. folks along the way. | only
hope that the work | have

done will have benefited others, whether they bmdmuor animal. | will miss the refuge
and the kind-hearted people | worked with every alag | cannot thank them enough for
their interest in my development as a biologistyal as their compassion for me as a
person.” And, lastly, “Oh, whatever that your dayay bring, no use hiding in a corner,
cause that won't change a thing.” —Led Zeppelin.

Meserve will continue to focus on her passion fa& ¢énvironment as she moves to North
Conway, NH to take up a position as the Destinatdolunteer Coordinator for the
Appalachian Mountain Club.

Michele Windsor of Sweden, ME served 10 months with the Maine Depent of
Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Stream Team anthiMeer River Monitoring
programs in Portland, ME. In December, she staredsecond term of service in the
same capacity as an MCC member with the DEP.

During her term of service Windsor worked with vatieer groups throughout the state
monitoring their local streams and rivers. Shemed these groups to the new Volunteer
River Monitoring program by helping them write Sdimg and Analysis Plans for their



monitoring projects, and training them in VRMP atresampling methods. Windsor
also did environmental education
activities related to water quality and
watershed management, and worked®
closely with community and school @
groups on stream stewardship
activities such as stream corridor
surveys, storm drain stenciling and
buffer plantings.

“The best part about my service was
that working at the DEP | had the
opportunity to work with great people :
on a wide variety of projects, many of = P
them involving field work and ) : ST
sampling.” Michele adds, “l really  f : &

like working outdoors and working Windsor teaching the No Name Br.ook Vo!unFeer. Monitg
with the team of great people at the group how to use their water quality monitoring ipguent.

DEP”.

Meribeth Ratzel served for 10 months with the Wells National EEh@aResearch
Reserve in Wells, ME.

Volunteers of the Month

October

Taylor Flynn: Flynn is an MCC alum from Windsor, ME, who wasmpated by Team
Leader Dave Hammes and his crew for all his hankwidth them at Quoddy Head State
Park. Flynn joined the crew there several timasduhe 2009 season and volunteered
103 hours.

Will Powers: Will Powers, who is from Watkinsville, GA, wasminated by Team
Leader Andrea Bachynsky and her crew. Powers gp@mnta month volunteering with
their crew on the Wright Trail in western Mainedare logged 160 hours on the trail
with them.



December

Greg Carter: Carter, who is from East Waterboro, ME, was naated by

Environmental Educator Rebecca Martin. Carterngadle school teacher at Mahoney
in South Portland who started an outdoor sciencegthere. As Martin put it, “Greg is
patient, kind, and clearly loves being outdoors tmathing science. He is opening doors
to outdoor learning for his students and | thinkttis great!”

2010 Trail Training Academy

The MCC is currently accepting applications ford@L0 Trail Training Academy, which
will start on February 22, 2010. The MCC'’s Traihihing Academy is a 10-week
program that was established to provide an intengarning experience designed to
train individuals for placement as MCC Team Lead¢asting in the spring. Trail
Training Academy participants will learn numeroraltskills such as stone work,
chainsaw safety & use, and Wilderness First Resgocettification, among many others.

Erin Amadon, a veteran MCC member and MCC Traiifingg Academy Instructor with
13 years of trails experience, will be teaching anerseeing the 2010 Trail Training
Academy again this year. Amadon lives in Troy, MEa graduate of Unity College, and
also maintains a position at the privately contrddtail company Peter S. Jensen
Associates, LLC.

The application deadline is January 8, 2010. Farenmformation and an application,
please visit our website atww.maine.gov/doc/parks/mar contact our Recruitment
Associate, Brenda Webber,Bxtenda.L.Webber@maine.gov (207) 624-6085.




