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MCC Welcomes New Members

The past couple months have been very busy favitb€. After record numbers of
applications flooded the office during the wintedaspring, the MCC welcomed a total
of 48 new members in April and May.

Environmental Educators

Eight new Environmental Educators recently stap@sitions around the state. Sarah
Zazzaro of Westfield, MA is serving at the Belgr&iegional Conservation Alliance in
Belgrade Lakes and Christi Dimon of Harmony, MEeésving with the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife on Swatahd. Frank Sokol of Camden, ME
is serving with the Centers for Disease Controlfs\King Water Program in Augusta

and Heather Breton of Springfield, MA is servingBaixter State Park. Matthew Gage of
Warren, PA, Beth Clark of Yarmouth, MA, MichelletAore of St. Petersburg, FL, and
Erik Walling of South Portland, ME are all servinmgh the Maine Bureau of Parks &
Lands.

Field Team

In addition to the following new Field Team membeénslate March the MCC also
welcomed Ben Clark as a senior team leader foR@0® season. Clark started as a team
member for the MCC in 2001 and served as a teadetdar the MCC in 2002 and 2005.
He has also led crews for the Appalachian Moun@dib, and he recently completed 3



years of service in the Peace Corps in Cameroon.

The MCC'’s Field Team welcomed three team leadenglay 4: Dominic Victor of
Portland, ME, Dave Hammes of Port St. Lucie, Fld BRemy Henry of Rutland, VT.

All three have spent previous seasons with the M@, Victor and Hammes returning
as team leaders for theif’ &nd 2% seasons respectively. These three joined thetiser
team leaders who successfully completed the MCQ®Zrail Training Academy.

On May 11, the MCC welcomed three assistant teaateless and seven new team
members, all of whom went through chainsaw opemaficgafety training. Field Team
orientation began May 20, with the arrival of 2d#idnal members. The 3-day
orientation, held at Kingsley Pines Camp in Raymancluded team building, an
introduction to tools and trail work, and First AGPR certification.

After the long holiday weekend, the MCC’s crewsdeghout to their first projects to
kick off the start of the summer trail season. 8arhthe first projects included work in
Vaughan Woods State Park in southern Maine, Pikeldé&n Lubec, and Mt. Kineo near
Moosehead Lake, as well as numerous projects oAgpealachian Trail.

New MCC members at orientation at Kingsley P

National Trails Day: June 6, 2009

National Trails Day is an annual event promotedh@®yAmerican Hiking Society as a



way for folks to get outside and experience thegrecreational trails in their regions.
Maine had over 25 possible hikes for people toigpgte in, ranging from easy walks to
strenuous climbs and many included educationalu@iland historical information as
well.

In conjunction with National Trails Day, Sara
Rademaker, an MCC Environmental Educator
serving at the Herring Gut Learning Center in Port
Clyde, led a hike on the St. George School Nature
Trail in Tenants Harbor. Approximately 30 hikers
attended the nature walk and learned about the
history and ecology of the nearby marsh.

After an introduction on the basics of hiking by
Rademaker, Maryanne Vanasse from the Herring
Gut Learning Center talked about the history of
the marsh in the community before the group
headed to the trail head.

At different stopping points throughout the hike,| MCC member Sara Rademaker goeg
Les Hyde of Tanglewood & Blueberry Cove over some hiking basics
spoke about the local forest ecosystem,
community member John Shea talked about the maahigfe restoration project, and
Dave Munson of the Herring Gut Learning Center gpaliout marsh ecology.

There were also special activities for
the children attending. These activities
were led by Rademaker, as well as
Herring Gut’'s summer intern,
Katherine Heldt, and the youth
coordinator from the Jackson
Memorial Library, Emily Worm. Four
children made hand-illustrated
monocles to aid in their exploration of
the natural world, went on a scavenger
hunt in the woods, discovered creatures
in the marsh, and participated in a story-
telling adventure.

The kids go on a scavenger t in the wood

Refreshments and tables showcasing local envirotahaend community organizations
were set up in the nearby youth center, where folkgled after the walk.



MCC'’s Volunteers of the Month Awards

Announcing the MCCs Volunteers of the Month for May
John & Laurie Spinner of Waterville, ME

The Spinners, whose son, Matthew, is serving Riedm with the MCC's field team, are
not volunteers in the traditional sense, but thekenhuge difference nonetheless. The
Spinners are incredibly supportive of the MCC teaembers and are always helping to
make our members’ lives a little easier. Whetlisrétting a van-load of trail crew
members sleep at their house on the weekend, pngvibt showers and laundry
facilities, or delivering said laundry to the MC@&ice when a member forgets it in the
dryer, John & Laurie are the MCC'’s “trail parentgraordinaire” and we want to
recognize and thank them for all that they do.

Jody & Ike Goodwin of Turner, ME

MCC Environmental Educator Michelle Altamore, wisasserving with the Maine Bureau
of Parks & Lands at the Androscoggin Riverlandsnimated the Goodwins because of
the invaluable assistance they have provided. iBetdpeir busy schedules, the
Goodwins introduced Altamore to local community nibems, educated her about the
Androscoggin Riverlands area, and took her outeir boat so she could see what the
Riverlands looked like from the river. In additjat the beginning of her service, the
Goodwins invited Altamore to stay with them whileessearched for an apartment and
when Altamore broke her ankle a few weeks latesy tere right there to help her
recover and get everywhere she needed to be betivas back on her feet. The MCC
would like to recognize and thank the Goodwinshieing amazing supporters of
Altamore, her project, and the MCC.

MCC Member Selected to Attend Leadership Summit

Maine Conservation Corps Environmental EducatoreRed Martin was selected to
attend the Natural Leaders Summit June 5-7 in $amcisco, CA. Martin is currently
serving as an MCC AmeriCorps member at the Maingaienent of Environmental
Protection’s Augusta Lakes & Watersheds branch.

The Natural Leaders Network (NLN) invited
youth leaders focused on getting kids outdoors to
apply to attend this 3-day strategic planning and
leadership development event. Only 30 leaders
were chosen to attend the summit by a diverse
panel representing youth, education, government
and academia. The Children & Nature Network

Martin enjoying the sunny California weat




launched the NLN to encourage and support yourdelsao take action against nature-
deficit disorder. Summit participants became pathe NLN and will help bring the
“Get Outdoors” message to youth, families, and comitres.

About the summit, Martin said, “There was much &blout helping our kids be
physically and mentally healthy and how spendintgtin nature is an essential element
of realizing a healthy and happy lifestyle.” Sh&oaad the opportunity to meet Richard
Louv, author of “Last Child in the Woods”, and skedth him about the merits of
service learning projects and how they can be pm@ted with environmental education.

On June 17, Martin will present
what she learned at the summit to
other MCC Environmental
Educators so they can incorporate
those skills into teaching children
about the environment and
encouraging them spend more time
outside.

More information about the
Children & Nature Network can be
found at

Martin (front row, second from L) and the other gigueaders after beind http://www.childrenandnature.org/
surprised with the gift of “l am a Natural Leadéshirts at the end of the
summit

MCC Member Participates in
Youth Leadership Panel

MCC Environmental Educator Hannah Wilhelm
participated in a panel for Maine’s Youth Leadepshi
Seminar on June 6. Each year, Maine Youth
Leadership (MYL) brings more than 100 high school
sophomores from across the state together to
participate in a 4-day seminar.

MCC Environmental Educator ] o ) o )
Hannah Wilhelm Wilhelm participated in a “Bridging the Gap” sessio

where she was on a panel discussing different
opportunities available for high school studentsragraduation. Of the panel, Wilhelm
said, “the main point that we as presenters toeget across is that college can be part of
the path to a happy and successful adult lifejtlsunot required. | wanted to emphasize
that taking time off for service work or travel beg attending college can provide some




much-needed perspective”.

Wilhelm spoke to students about what AmeriCorpstaedviaine Conservation Corps
had to offer for service opportunities.

Great Volunteer Opportunities

The MCC has several projects this summer that wbeldreatly helped by having
volunteers lend an extra hand. Check out thegegisoand contact Sarah Gaffney at
(207) 624-6092 osarah.gaffney@maine.gdfvyou’re interested in helping out. For
more project opportunities, vigittp://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/mcc/volunteer.html

June

Orris Falls:

Location: South Berwick, ME

Project specifics: 24’ bridge, side hill, stonepstewater bars
Dates: June 24-30

Moose Cove:

Location: Trescott, ME

Project specifics: accessible trail, bridge
Dates: June 24-26

July

Salmon Brook Lake Bog Trail:

Location: Perham, ME

Project specifics: clearing trail, bog bridgingsebvation platform
Dates: July 8-July 14; July 22-July 27

Great Pond Mountain Conservation Trust:

Location: Orland, ME

Project specifics: bog bridging, stone steps, kileviewing platform
Dates: July 9-10

Sheepscot Valley Conservation Association:
Location: Jefferson, ME

Project details: clearing trail, 15’ bridge
Dates: July 16-17

August

Thorn Head to Bath YMCA Trail:



Location: Bath, ME

Project details: beginning work on the Thorn Hea@ath trail system

Dates: August 6-7; August 11-12

Two MCC Environmental Educators Complete Service

MCC Environmental Educator Sarah Johnson
began serving with the UMaine Cooperative
Extension and Bangor Area Storm Water Group
in early January. After several months of storm
water education in local schools and stream
clean-ups & storm drain stenciling in area
communities, she completed her term of service

at the end of May.

“Working with kids was really great — even
though | only taught a handful of lessons to
students in schools across the Bangor area, no
two days were the same — the kids always
managed to keep it interesting,” says Johnson.

“Environmental education is something that | Bangor area classroom
have always been interested in exploring as a

Sarah Johnson teaching a lesson in a

career option, and my term of service with MCC gaeejust the opportunity | needed to

Ann Morris shows off some salamander e

test the waters and find out that it is something
that | am good at and enjoy doing” she added.

After completing her term of service with the
MCC, Johnson and her husband headed out west
where they will be spending the summer in
northwestern Montana studying Lynx

populations and habitats.

MCC Environmental Educator Ann Morris also
started serving in January, though a little farther
north than Johnson. Morris spent her time at the
Central Aroostook Soil & Water Conservation
District in Presque Isle working on projects like
watershed education, helping to organize the
Northern Regional Envirothon, and organizing a
volunteer river monitoring program.

“I've had a great time up here in Northern
Maine. I've learned so many things and had so



many new experiences — negative 40 degree tempesatwnting for salamander eggs
and fairy shrimp, eating moose meat and fiddlehaddstifying different cropland from
the way the furrows are dug, and differentiating ¢hlls and color patterns of forty
different birds, just to name a few,” she said. dligh I've only spent a short time getting
to know the County,” she added, “I'm starting talarstand why the people are so
fiercely loyal to their home”.

Governor Proclaims AmeriCorps Week in Maine

Governor John E. Baldacci proclaimed May 9-
16 to be AmeriCorps Week in the State of
Maine. During the ceremony, Governor
Baldacci signed the proclamation while current
and past AmeriCorps members, including 4
current Maine Conservation Corps members,
looked on.

In recognition of the proclamation, Governor

Governor John Baldacci signs the Maine | Bg|dacci urged the citizens of Maine to thank
AmeriCorps Week Proclamation . . .
AmeriCorps members and alumni for their
service and to find ways to give back to their camities.

MCC Receives Recreational Trails Award

The MCC is honored to announce the receipt of an
award from the Coalition for Recreational Trails ifts
2008 Giant Stairs project on Bailey Island in
Harpswell, ME.

The Giant Stairs project was challenging in manysva
in some places the corridor for the trail was dryft
wide with nowhere to go but the ocean on one side,
they had to clear hundreds of feet of poison vy a
despite having only 3 MCC members, the crew was
able to accomplish both phases of a 2-year prajebd
weeks.

The Giant Stairs project was a tremendous

accomplishment achieved by a mini-crew of MCC A section of the Giant Stairs Trail
members and local volunteers coming together tiol bu built by the MCC




a beautiful trail for community use. The Coalitifmm Recreational Trails award was
received by Sally Prouty, President/CEO of the Gdptwork, and Congressman
Michaud in Washington, DC on June 10.

Can of Corn Kidnapped! M ISSI N G I

The MCC’s Most Coveted Corn Award
has been kidnapped from the MCC
office! It was last seen on the first day
of summer projects (May 27) on a
pedestal (in front of the moose antlers)
in the Field Team room. It is about 10
inches tall and weighs 6 Ibs 10 oz. It
was last seen wearing green and yellow
paper wrapping. Anyone with any
information on its whereabouts is urged
to contact Beth Doyle at
elizabeth.e.doyle@maine.gov

The Most Coveted Corn Award was

temporarily replaced with a smaller can Have you seen this can of corn?
of corn. We later learned that this can

was also a victim of what is turning into a rampidhapping spree. Unfortunately, we
have no picture available, as it disappeared wiB@iminutes of being promoted to its
post. We are less concerned about its welfareitaafe return would also be
appreciated.

Please feel free to forward this newsletter tanfilig family, colleagues or anyone else

interested in what’s happening at the MCC.



