
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Maine Conservation Corps 
124 State House Station 

Augusta, ME  04333-0124 
1-800-245-JOBS (in Maine) 

207-624-6085 
corps.conservation@maine.gov 

http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/mcc 
 
 
 

Fall Field Team Overview 
 
The MCC’s Field Team has been keeping busy on the trail this fall.  Six crews have 
worked on projects in Acadia National Park, Baxter State Park, Quoddy Head State Park 
and Bradbury Mountain State Park, as well as projects for the Bangor Land Trust, 
Monhegan Associates, and the Western Foothills Land Trust.  Upcoming projects include 
Two Lights State Park, as well as projects in Freeport, Portland and Brunswick. 
 
In addition to all they are learning on the trail, all six crews attended the Common 
Ground Country Fair in late September as an Education Day event.  In October, all six 
crews (and MCC Environmental Educators) attended the Maine Commission for 
Community Service’s Blaine House Conference on Volunteerism at the University of 
Maine in Orono. 
 

 
MCC Environmental Educators 
 
In September and October, the MCC had eight Environmental Educators successfully 
complete their terms of service.  During this same time period, the MCC welcomed six 
new Environmental Educators to commence their service, three of whom are returning 
members from this past year. 
 



Environmental Educators Start Service 
 
Patrick Marass of Springvale, ME is serving at the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection’s Watershed 
program in Portland. 
 
Marass will be helping to gather data on stream and lake 
watersheds, including the Long Creek and Capisic Brook 
stream watersheds around Portland and the Mousam Lake 
and Great East Lake watersheds in York County.  Other 
projects include coordinating watershed surveys where 
volunteers will assess erosion and sediment run off within local watersheds, and working 
on the Maine Children’s Water Festival.  If interested in volunteering on the watershed 
survey project, please contact Marass at Patrick.I.Marass@maine.gov or (207) 822-6356. 
 

 
KD Roux of Wells, ME is serving 10 months at the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection’s Bureau of Air 
Quality in Augusta.  This is her second term of service with 
the MCC.  She served 10 months in 2008/2009 with 
Efficiency Maine in Augusta. 
 
Roux will be spending most of her time in the lab analyzing 
air samples using X-Ray Fluorescence instrumentation to 
identify toxic air pollutants from wood smoke.  When she’s 

not in the lab, Roux will be assisting with the development of education and outreach 
materials about the environmental and health impacts of improperly burning wood. 
 
 
Mary Jewett of Bridgton, ME is serving 10 months with 
the Lakes Environmental Association in Bridgton. 
 
Jewett will be spending much of her time in classrooms.  
She will be teaching eleven sixth grade classrooms about 
water and why it is important, and she will also be leading 
a journaling activity once a month for fourth graders.  In 
addition to her teaching activities, Jewett will be doing 
some corrective actions in the area, such as milfoil control. 
 
 
Edward Hanlon of Jackson, MS is serving 10 months with the Maine Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Lakes & Watersheds Management Division in Augusta. 
 
Hanlon’s position focuses on education and outreach.  He will spend time visiting 
classrooms and teaching students about polluted storm water run-off and what they can 
do to protect lakes, streams, ponds and rivers.  He will also be administering the 



Watershed Protection Grant Program, which is a service 
learning program implemented throughout the state.  In 
addition, Hanlon will have the opportunity to help staff 
members in the DEP with invasive species removal, and field 
sampling to test water quality in the fresh and salt waters of 
Maine. 
 

 
Rebecca Martin of Lyman, ME is serving with the Gulf of 
Maine Research Institute (GMRI) in Portland.  This is her 
second term of service with the MCC.  She served 10 months 
in 2008/2009 with the Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Lakes & Watersheds Management Division in 
Augusta. 
 
During her term of service, Martin will be part of the Vital 
Signs team.  Vital Signs is a program designed to teach middle school students about 
science through practice, where the students are actually “doing” science and not just 
learning about it.  Teachers go to GMRI and spend 3 days learning about Vital Signs and 
then take it back to their classrooms, and the hope is also to get scientists interested and 
involved in the program so that the data collected by the students is utilized. 
 
 

Tony Sutton of McMinnville, OR is serving 10 months with 
the Maine Department of Environmental Protection’s Air 
Bureau in Augusta.  This is his second term of service with 
the MCC.  He served 10 months in the same capacity in 
2008/2009. 
 
During his term of service, Sutton will be examining wind 
data from the DEP’s weather station to contribute to the 
creation of a wind project where students can assess wind at 

their school.  He will also be working extensively with the DEP’s Green Schools 
Program, which extends beyond the standard energy curriculum and enables students to 
use tools to understand energy use in their school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Environmental Educators Complete Service 
 
 
Sarah Zazzaro of Westfield, MA served for 6 months with the Belgrade Regional 
Conservation Alliance (BRCA) in Belgrade Lakes and finished her term of service in late 
September. 
 
During her time as an MCC 
Environmental Educator, Zazzaro directed 
the BRCA’s Youth Conservation Corps.  
As part of her service, she assessed 
erosion issues on homeowners’ properties, 
then implemented projects such as 
mulching, rip rap, and vegetative buffers 
to help reduce the impacts of erosion. 
 
Zazzaro, who was thrilled to report she 

would be staying on with the BRCA after 
ending her term of service, said, “The best 
part of my service was that at the end of it 
I will be a full-time employee for my host site and, of course, the experiences I had 
designing and implementing erosion control projects!  It is a challenging position where I 
think I have learned a lot and will continue to learn and be challenged.” 
 
 
 
Bob Costa of Norwell, MA served for 10 months at the Rachel Carson National Wildlife 
Refuge (RCNWR) in Wells and finished his term of service in early October. 
 
While serving as an MCC Environmental Educator, Costa participated in a multitude of 
projects around RCNWR.  He helped with snow removal, the installation of interpretive 
signs, trail maintenance, invasive plant removal, New England Cottontail rabbit 
restoration, and projects to help protect the endangered Piping plover, Least tern, and 

Shapt-tailed salt marsh sparrow, among others. 
 
“I have to say the best thing about working here 
at RCNWR was the people.  Whether it was 
working in the field or in the office, we worked 
together as a team, and if you needed help with 
anything you just had to ask,” Costa said.  He 
added that he also liked all of the training 
opportunities he was able to participate in, 
including Avian Influenza sampling in Virginia, 

EE Sarah Zazzaro (on R) working with 
volunteers from Colby College 

EE Bob Costa 



Chainsaw & Agricultural Tractor courses, Leave No Trace at Baxter State Park, and a 
Wildland Firefighter refresher course. 
 
Now that his term of service has come to an end, Costa is looking for a full-time position 
possibly as a wildlife biologist, biological science technician, park ranger or doing 
wildland firefighting. 
 
 
 
Christi Dimon of Harmony, ME served 6 months with the Inland Fisheries & Wildlife 
Department (IF&W) on Swan Island in the Kennebec River and finished her term of 
service in early October. 
 
Throughout her term of service, Dimon regularly educated visitors about the historical 
and ecological aspects of the island, 
including some of the famous guests 
who are rumored to have stayed there, 
including Benedict Arnold.  In addition 
to her tasks on Swan Island, Dimon had 
the opportunity to participate in 
numerous projects across the state of 
Maine.  During the spring, Dimon 
worked with the IF&W bear crew up in 
Lagrange tagging black bears for 
research, in July she helped with goose 
banding in Belfast, and this fall she was 
able to work with the Atlantic Salmon 
Commission at the Green Lake Fish 
Hatchery and Department of Marine 
Resources. 
 
“Because of all these great experiences, I was able to tell guests about various wildlife 
management tasks that were taking place on Swan Island, as well as throughout the 
state,” Dimon said.  “Through this MCC Environmental Educator position, I have 
attained many new skills and made great friends, as well as several networking 
connections!” she added.  
 
Now that her term of service is complete, Dimon is hoping to find some contract work 
within the IF&W department.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EE Christi Dimon utilizing the tractor on Swan 
Island’s Volunteer day 



 
Alice Phillips of Newcastle, ME served ten months with the Damariscotta Lake 
Watershed Association (DLWA) in Jefferson and finished her term in late October.  This 
was Phillips’ second term of service with the DLWA; she served ten months with the 
organization in 2008 as well. 
 
During her term of service with 
the DLWA, Phillips focused 
primarily on invasive plant 
patrolling and water quality 
monitoring activities, as well 
as a book about the history of 
the area.  Phillips says “My 
experience with the DLWA has 
been great.  I was fortunate to 
find a host site in the 
community where I grew up.  I 
have enjoyed working with 
many people including staff & 
board members, volunteers, 
and other organizations.”  She 
added, “I’ve enjoyed being part 
of MCC for these past two years, learning more about state and local organizations, 
meeting new people, and traveling to different places throughout Maine.” 
 
At the end of October, Phillips will be taking her experience and memories with her out 
west when she moves to Portland, Oregon. 
 
 
Frank Sokol, currently of Camden, ME (originally of Van Meter, PA) served for 6 
months with the Maine Drinking Water Program in Augusta and his term ended in late 
October.  

 
During his time as an MCC 
Environmental Educator, 
Sokol had the opportunity to 
travel throughout the state of 
Maine, with the exception of 
Aroostook County.  He 
collected GPS points for 
Public Water Supply Wells 
and their respective Water 
Treatment Plants. He also 
performed Source Water 
Assessments on the Wells to 
determine potential 

EE Alice Phillips (on L in back) participates in a “Musical 
Milfoil” activity with students at Hope Elementary School 

EE Frank Sokol collecting a GPS point 
for a Public Water System Well 



contamination threats that could potentially affect water quality, and he visited the town 
offices to review the property tax maps of the owner of the public water supply and their 
adjacent neighbors. 
 
According to Sokol, “The best part about my service was that I could converse with all of 
the owners and support personnel of these water systems. I truly enjoyed talking to 
Mainers, and they enjoyed talking to me, especially since I moved from New Jersey.  
I always got the question asked to me ‘You aren’t from around here, are you?’ My most 
interesting assignment was when I traveled to Princeton, Maine in Washington County to 
GPS wells and treatment plants. I collected 7 GPS points for wells and 3 GPS points for 
water treatment plants at the Indian Township Tribal Water System. I got the opportunity 
to meet Native Americans in this area, and I was very impressed with their community.” 
 
Now that his term of service is complete, Sokol plans to relax in November and 
December, as well as visit his children in South Carolina and his brother, sister, nieces, 
nephews, and brother-in-law in Pennsylvania.  In early January of 2010, Sokol will return 
to Maine to serve an additional ten months with the MCC and the Maine Drinking Water 
Program.  “Hopefully,” Sokol says, “I will see a moose with a big rack on his head.  I 
have seen female moose with their babies and bald eagles.  WHAT A BEAUTIFUL 
STATE!”  
 
 
Michelle Altamore of St. Petersburg, FL served for 6 months with the Maine Bureau of 
Parks & Lands in Androscoggin Riverlands State Park and ended her term in late 
October. 

 
Altamore spent the 
majority of her time 
outside in the Maine 
woods, a place, she 
said, “everyone should 
spend more time in.”  
As part of her term of 
service, Altamore 
interviewed 
Androscoggin 
Riverlands users, 
marked and GPS 
mapped hiking trails, 
documented the 
ecological impacts of 
park use, researched 
historical data.  In 

addition, she helped with the upkeep of the park and conducted hiking tours.  Altamore 
interacted with the public and provided outreach to local Scouts, high school students, 

EE Michelle Altamore (in the fort) with a group of Scouts 
 



and recreationalists, and she was also able to work closely with the leaders at the Bureau 
of Parks and Lands. 
 
Altamore’s favorite day of service was when she took a group of Boy Scouts out, helping 
them receive their Forester Badge.  “The Scouts were full of enchantment with the forest; 
they asked a million questions, wanted to touch a smell everything, jump on every rock 
and get their feet wet in every stream.  By the end of the day, they all wanted to grow up 
to be a Park Ranger or a Warden, and one Scout wanted to be a ‘Lumberjack’.  I was very 
surprised to find out that most of these Scouts rarely got to explore the forest even though 
it was in their backyard.  And later that day I got to see a bear cub up in a tree!”  
Altamore added that her service with the MCC was “undoubtedly one of the most 
amazing work experiences I have ever had!  I had no idea how much intense work goes 
into planning a state park, let alone running it, but now I do.” 
 
Altamore plans to head home to Florida to return to her other passion, her co-owned 
company, LocalUGo.com, where all the proceeds of their efforts support local non-
profits.  She will also be working “to pay the bills” at a fantastic company that collects 
and transports spent fluorescent lamps, ballasts and other mercury-containing devices so 
they can be recycled and disposed of in an environmentally sound way.  “I will miss 
Maine,” Altamore said, “and hope to return next year, hopefully for good!” 
 
 
Beth Clark of Topsham, ME (originally of Yarmouth, MA) served for 6 months with the 
Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands and ended her term in late October. 
 
Throughout her term of service, Clark reviewed land records and easement 
documentation to help organize and monitor conservation easements in Maine.  She spent 
much of her time reading various 
conservation easement deeds and 
writing field protocols. 
 
“I have really enjoyed the unique 
opportunity the MCC has 
connected me with in monitoring 
easements,” said Clark.  “I love to 
research, and the registry of deeds 
is one of my favorite places to be.  
I’m also very passionate about 
land, the different ways it affects 
people’s lives, and the 
conservation of that land.  It meant 
a lot to me to be part of the 
protection process, knowing that a 
lot of work went into acquiring 
these parcels and now just as much 
work needs to be put in to make 

EE Beth Clark on the way to a state-held conservation 
easement on Stowe Mountain in Newry, ME 



sure all parties follow through.”  She added, “I hope my work has helped the Bureau 
bridge the gap between an already full plate of important conservation efforts and 
monitoring their successes.” 
 
Having completed her service, Clark hopes to continue in a career that allows her plenty 
of time in the registry of deeds, but she also has a newly found interest in continuing her 
efforts working with land trusts in need of a concerned hand to help with ongoing 
challenges.  
 
 
Matthew Gage of Warren, PA served for 6 months with the Bureau of Parks and Lands 
in the Seboomook Unit near Moosehead Lake and he ended his term in late October. 

 
Gage spent much of his term of service 
monitoring use of the land, assisting with 
Ranger duties, and campsite maintenance, 
as well as constructing structures like 
outhouses and picnic tables. 
 
His most memorable project was when, 
“during the completion of an outhouse 
project, the Chesuncook Ranger lost his 
dog.  We ended up finding him in the hole 
that we dug underneath the outhouse.  The 
dog jumped in when the toilet seat was up.  
Luckily no one had used the outhouse yet 
but we had a time getting him out!!” 

 
Now that his term of service has ended, 

Gage is going to head home to visit family and then head out west to either be a ski bum 
or electrician’s apprentice for the winter. 
   
 
 

Volunteers of the Month 
 
August: 
 
Bill & Trey Milam: Bill and Trey, who are from Woolwich, were nominated by the 
Field Team trail crew they worked with on the Thorne Head Trail project in Bath.  As 
members of the local community, Bill and Trey regularly use the trails for biking and 
hiking.  They came out several days to help on the trail, and even brought extra tools! 
 

Gage and the aforementioned outhouse 



Paul Tillson:  Paul, who is from Harrison, was nominated by MCC Environmental 
Educator Michele Windsor who is serving with the Maine DEP’s Stream Team in 
Portland.  Paul helps Michele whenever she needs an extra hand, and he helped on 
several projects in the area, including the Brandy Pond Watershed Survey, and every 
week he helps her with secchi disk readings on Keyes Pond. 
 

September: 
 
Fred & Judy Grey and George & Karen Cabot:  Fred & Judy and George & Karen are 
two couples from Monhegan Island who were nominated by the Field Team trail crew 
that spent three weeks working on the island this fall.  Both couples were hugely 
supportive of the crew, providing a space for them to camp and cook (not to mention 
shower!), delivering home-cooked food and baked goods on a regular basis, and helping 
out on the trail.  In addition, as a parting gift, Judy created a special bundle of flowers for 
each MCC member to throw overboard in the tradition that they would each come back 
to visit. 
 
Brad VanHook:  Brad, who is from Willard, OH, was nominated by the Field Team trail 
crew he worked with in Acadia National Park.  Brad drove all the way from Ohio to 
spend his vacation volunteering with the crew (and visit his friend Carri, the Acadia 
crew’s Team Leader), and when he arrived, jumped right in helping the crew carry logs 
up the trail.  His hard work and tireless effort was greatly appreciated by the crew. 
 
John McPhedran:  John, who is from Readfield and works in the Maine DEP’s Aquatic 
Invasives Program, was nominated by MCC Environmental Educator Hannah Wilhelm 
who is serving with the Maine DEP’s Biological Monitoring Program in Portland.  John 
took time out of his busy schedule to help Hannah learn about how to create an herbarium 
and how to identify the plants she had collected.  According to Hannah, “John 
exemplifies the amazing willingness of so many folks at the DEP to step up and help 
others with projects.” 
 
Jonathan LaBonte & Mike Auger: Jonathan, who is from Lewiston-Auburn, and Mike, 
who is from Lewiston, are both with the Androscoggin Land Trust in Auburn, and they 
were nominated by MCC Environmental Educator Michelle Altamore who served with 
the Maine Bureau of Parks & Lands in the Androscoggin Riverlands.  They both 
provided Michelle with many resources, including a spot for her in their office when she 
broke her leg early in her term of service, their expertise on land protection and 
stewardship, and an introduction to the incredible flora of the Androscoggin Riverlands. 
 
  

 
 
 



Volunteer Opportunities 
 
There is still time to volunteer with MCC’s trail crews this fall! 
 
Check out these projects:  
 
Brunswick Cox Pinnacle Trail 
Location: Brunswick 
Specifics: Bog bridging, stone steps, waterbars. 
Dates: Oct 29-30, Nov 4-6, Nov 10-11 
 
Quoddy Head State Park 
Location: Lubec 
Specifics: Waterbars, timber steps, bog bridging. 
Dates: Oct 28-30, Nov 5-11 
 
Portland Trails: Presumpscot River 
Location: Portland 
Specifics: Bridge construction, stone work, relocations. 
Dates: Nov 5-6, Nov 10-11 
 
Two Lights State Park 
Location: Cape Elizabeth 
Specifics: Corridor work, gravel surfacing, replacing decking on a foot bridge, drill and pin 
stone steps. 
Dates: Nov 6-11 
 
 
For more information, please contact Sarah Gaffney at sarah.gaffney@maine.gov or 
(207)624-6092. 
 
To see additional volunteering opportunities, please visit our website: 
http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/mcc/volunteer.html 
 


