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Maine Conservation Corps 
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Augusta, ME  04333-0124 
1-800-245-JOBS (in Maine) 

207-624-6085 
corps.conservation@maine.gov 
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The MCC Seeks Volunteers for 2009 Season 
The MCC is happy to announce that our 2009 Calendar of volunteer opportunities with 

the MCC and its partners is on our website and up-to-date.  Click here 

(http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/mcc/volunteer.html) to check out our projects across 

the state.  There are opportunities to volunteer with the MCC just about year-round.  Our 

Environmental Educators have projects and events scheduled throughout the year, our 

Field Team has projects late May through mid-November, and the Maine Trail Crew has 

projects late May through mid-August.  In addition to having fun and supporting Maine’s 

environment, MCC volunteers will be eligible throughout the summer and fall to receive 

“MCC Volunteer of the Month” awards.    

 

Watershed surveys, local stream and river clean-ups, and teaching children about the 

environment are some ways to get involved with our Environmental Educators.  Our 

Field Team will be constructing and rehabilitating recreational trails from Deboullie to 

Kittery, Lubec to Bethel, and many places in between.  The Maine Trail Crew, a 

collaboration between the MCC and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, works 
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exclusively on the Appalachian Trail and has several projects this summer as well.   

 

Projects on the calendar are color-coded depending on which aspect of the program they 

relate to.  More projects, events, and details will be added throughout the season as more 

information becomes available.  To learn more about volunteering with the MCC or to be 

added to the MCC’s list of volunteers, please contact Sarah Gaffney at 207-624-6092 or 

sarah.gaffney@maine.gov.  For more information about volunteering with the Maine 

Trail Crew, please contact Margaret Snell at mtcmasnell@gmail.com.  We look forward 

to seeing you out on the trail this summer! 

 

MCC Announces 1st Annual Alumni Event 
The MCC will be holding its 1st Annual Alumni event this summer on July 7, 2009 at the 

Pine Tree State Arboretum in Augusta.  Good food, great times, and lots of MCC swag 

will abound.  More details will follow soon! 

�
5 Environmental Educators Return 
For the 2008-2009 season, 5 Environmental Educators returned to serve a second term as 

AmeriCorps volunteers with the MCC.  AmeriCorps volunteers currently can only serve 

two terms in a lifetime, and we are proud that these members have spent both terms 

serving with the MCC.  To learn more about their current projects or how you can help 

out, feel free to contact the following Environmental Educators. 

 

Alice Phillips of Newcastle, ME is serving a second term at the Damariscotta Lake 

Watershed Association in Jefferson, ME.  Some of the projects Alice is currently working 

on include a book about the history of the area and planning for a busy summer of 

patrolling for invasive plants and monitoring water quality.  Alice can be reached at 

dlwastaff@roadrunner.com.   

 

Heather Germadnik of South Paris, ME is serving her second term with the Portland 

Department of Environmental Protection in Portland, ME.  She served her first term at 
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the Oxford County Soil & Water Conservation District in 2008.  At her current position, 

Heather is primarily educating 

students and adults about local 

watersheds and helping out with 

watershed surveys.  Heather can 

be reached at 

Heather.Germadnik@maine.gov.   

 

Luke Lunt of Lisbon, ME is 

serving at the Pemaquid 

Watershed Association in 

Damariscotta, ME.  He served 

his first term at the Damariscotta 

Lake Watershed Association in 

Jefferson, ME in 2007.  Some of 

the projects Luke is currently 

working on include updating trail maps and 

organizing the Watershed Kids Summer Day 

Camp.  Luke can be reached at pwalearn@midcoast.com.   

 

Molly Meserve of Kennebunk, ME is serving at the Rachel Carson National Wildlife 

Refuge in Wells, ME.  She served her first term at Baxter State Park in 2008.  Molly is 

currently working on several projects, including assisting with New England Cottontail 

surveys and planning outreach programs focusing on Least Terns and Piping Plovers.  

Molly can be reached at Margaret_Meserve@fws.gov.   

 

Jacob Aman of Brooklin, ME is serving a second term at the Wells National Estuarine 

Research Reserve in Wells, ME.  Jacob is currently working on numerous projects 

including coordinating 14 teams of volunteers who monitor sand erosion in York County 

and developing a River Restoration Plan to reestablish migratory fish species.  Jacob can 

be reached at jacobaman@wellsnerr.org.   



� " �

#
�
��$%��
& 
&���& ���'��� �����&�����& �'����&�
& �&�
%�

    

 

The MCC is on Facebook! 
If you’re on Facebook, you can now join the Maine Conservation Corps Group.  It’s a 

great way to browse pictures of past projects, reconnect with past MCC members, and 

keep up-to-date on the MCC.  You can also become a fan of the Maine Department of 

Conservation now, too! 

 

 

2009 Trail Training Commences 
Since late February, 6 new MCC members have been participating in the 2009 Trail 

Training Academy.  The Academy is being conducted by the MCC’s Trail Trainer, Erin 

Amadon, and Field Team Assistant, Beth Doyle.  Some of the trainings completed by the 

members thus far include 2 days of rigging and Griphoist work with Lester C. Kenway, 3 

days of U.S. Forest Service chainsaw instruction with Peter S. Jensen, and a 1-day stone 

shaping workshop.  In addition, the members have participated in a Leave No Trace 

awareness workshop and 

a 72-hour Wilderness 

First Responder course 

with Stonehearth Open 

Learning Opportunities 

(SOLO). 

 

The participants are from 

all over the country and 

have diverse 

backgrounds:  

 

Carri Jagger, an 
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AmeriCorps member, is from Mt. Gilead, OH.  She holds a B.S. from Ohio State 

University in Agriculture Education and a Masters of Human Resources Management 

from the Keller Graduate School of Management. 

 

Andrea Bachynsky, an AmeriCorps member, is from Flemington, NJ.  She is a 2008 

graduate of Rutgers College, where she double-majored in Communication and Art 

History. 

 

Chris Binder, an AmeriCorps member, is from Ridgefield, CT.  He is a 2006 graduate of 

Boston College, where he double-majored in English and Italian. 

 

Rob Read is 

from Orono, 

ME and is a 

2001 graduate 

of the 

University of 

Maine, where 

he majored in 

Forestry.  This 

is Rob’s 4th stint 

with the MCC: 

he served two 

terms as an 

MCC Environmental 

Educator with the Maine 

Forest Service in 2005 

and 2007, as well as six months with the Field Team in 2008. 

 

Nathaniel Mehlman, an AmeriCorps member, is from Delmar, NY.  He is a 2006 

graduate of Manhattan College where he double-majored in Peace Studies and Sociology.  
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Katherine Kelley, an AmeriCorps member, is from Belmont, ME.  Kelley is a 2007 

graduate of Belfast Area High School and this is her 2nd stint with the MCC.  In 2008, 

Katherine served as a Team Member and Assistant Team Leader with the MCC. 

 

 

Members Attend AmeriCorps Winter Conference 
Sixteen MCC AmeriCorps members attended the Winter Conference in Belfast, ME on 

March 25.  All told, 84 AmeriCorps members from 65 different sites, some as far away as 

Lubec and Presque Isle, attended.  In addition to the Maine Conservation Corps, 10 other 

organizations were represented, including the Community Resource Corps and the 

Downeast Community Health Corps.   

 

Maryli Tiemann of Maine Campus Compact gave a rousing and inspirational Keynote 

speech in the morning, after which attendees separated into three groups for an intensive 

Civic Reflection session.  After lunch, members and their supervisors had the opportunity 

to choose from 10 different workshops that addressed certain aspects of service such as 

recruiting volunteers, eating healthily on an AmeriCorps stipend, and low-cost mapping 

techniques. 
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The MCC Most Coveted Corn Award 
The MCC announces the 1st Annual Most Coveted Corn Award to be presented to one 

trail crew at the completion of the 2009 summer season.  To vie for the revered Award, 

the crews must compete in a grueling Trails & Completely Random Skills Olympics, the 

events of which are currently super top-secret.   

 

The Legend 

 
In a land of prairies thousands of miles from the coast of Maine, a kernel of corn was 

born.  Through treacherous summer droughts, raging spring floods, and ceaseless 

competition with soybeans, the seed persisted and sprouted to life, determined to shine 

golden.  As time marched on and the sun beat down, the little corn plant grew tall and 

strong.   

 

One day, an eagle perched on its now-

towering stalk.  Prophesying its future 

as an inspirational icon, the eagle rose 

into the air with the corn and set off 

for the mountains of the east coast.  

Just over the border into Virginia, the 

unthinkable happened.  A bolt of 

lightning struck the eagle, causing it to 

lose its grip, and the corn stalk hurtled 

towards the ground at high speed 

before crashing onto a flatbed headed 

for Richmond.  After colliding with 

the truck the corn stalk was knocked 

out, and it awoke hours later blinded 

by bright lights and sensing a strange vibration.  Before slipping back into 

unconsciousness, the word “Pocahontas” written in yellow passed before its eyes.   
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It next woke to find itself crammed in amongst a thousand other corn kernels in a 6 lb 10 

oz can of Pocahontas Fancy Whole Grain Golden Sweet Corn on top of a thousand other 

cans in a boxcar headed north.  Rallying its new found friends, the corn kernel led the 

escape by directing all of them to jump simultaneously, one painstaking hop at a time, 

until they reached the exit.  With one final leap they managed to hurl the can off the train.  

A black bear with a high appreciation for canned corn slid beneath to act as a landing pad 

and after the corn bounced off the bear’s rotund belly, it was saved by the soft velvet 

antlers of a moose.  The moose, headed north to visit family, took the moose 

superhighway, otherwise known as the Appalachian Trail, all the way to Maine.  The 

moose later shed its antlers (and the can of corn) on a mountain somewhere in the remote 

woods of western Maine.   

 

A few years later, an MCC crew was hard at work one cold, rainy summer afternoon.  

While quarrying for rock, the Team Leader heard a strange sound as her rock bar 

connected with something beneath the 

surface that was neither boulder nor 

bedrock.  She knelt to investigate and as she 

scooped away mud and debris, the can of 

corn was slowly unearthed.  The entire crew 

gathered around, inexplicably drawn to the 

mighty can of corn, and they brought it back 

to camp with them when they finished the 

day’s work.  By the next morning, it was 

clear everything had changed.   

 

The sun was shining brightly and there was just enough breeze to cool off and keep the 

bugs away; the hike to work took half as much time as it normally did; as they began to 

work on their staircase, perfectly sized step-shaped rocks were found everywhere, just 
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above and to the side of where they needed to be set; when they arrived back at camp that 

afternoon, some mysterious stranger well-versed in the language of trail magic had left 

them two boxes of homemade cookies and an insulated container of triple chocolate 

fudge ice cream.  This went on for the rest of the week.  In awe of the corn’s power, the 

crew hiked the can out of the woods on their last day and even let it sit in the front seat on 

the drive back to the office.   

 

Ever since, it has been deemed the MCC’s Most Coveted Can of Corn and it spends its 

days in Hallowell, watching over the MCC’s crews and sitting comfortably on its 

pedestal as an everlasting symbol for CORN (Conservation Of Righteous Nature) and 

trail crews everywhere.   

 

The End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends, family, colleagues or anyone else 

interested in what’s happening at the MCC. 
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