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Maine Day to Offer Free Park Access to State Residents 

 
Rain or shine, all Maine residents will get one day’s free access on 
Saturday, Aug. 1, to all Maine’s state parks and historic sites. 
 
The annual “Maine Day” is done as an expression of thanks from 
the Bureau of Parks and Lands, under the Maine Department of 
Conservation, to the people of Maine for supporting conservation 
throughout the state. 
 
Maine has 47 state parks and historic sites under BPL’s 
management. More than 2.2 million people visit the state parks and 
historic sites each year, generating about $100 million for the state’s 
economy. 
 
The state parks include spectacular vistas, salt and freshwater 
beaches, boat landings, numerous trails used for hiking, biking, 
horse-trekking, ATVing and snowmobiling and 12 campgrounds, 
with lake-front and ocean-front sites. The state parks and historic 
sites also offer camping programs, interpretative and nature 
programs, historical and archaeological activities and museums. 
 

In November 2007, about 63 percent of Maine voters approved a $7.5 million bond that has been used to upgrade 
facilities at a number of parks. The funding has been used for projects including six new playgrounds; new shower 
houses and toilet facilities at several state campgrounds; new bathhouses at Popham Beach State Park; new group 
pavilions; restoration at several historic sites, including Fort Popham and Eagle Island State Historic Site; and 
improved accessibility under the American With Disabilities Act, including new campsites. 
 
For more information, go to: http://www.parksandlands.com 

 
2009 Project Canopy Grants Awarded 
 
Project Canopy, a program of the Maine Forest Service and the Pine Tree State Arboretum, has 
awarded more than $100,000 to 19 communities to support local community forestry efforts.  
 
The 2009 grants focus on planting trees to support downtown revitalization efforts, according to 
Jan Ames Santerre, Project Canopy coordinator. At least 10 communities around the state – 
including Milo, which will redevelop two town parks -- are working to enhance developed areas 
with tree plantings. Other grants will be used for town forest management planning, community tree maintenance, 
management and related education projects, Santerre said. 
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A special tree-planting project to take place in Belfast was noted recently by the state legislator representing the 
city. 
 
“I am delighted to see that kind of project at the gateway to our downtown,” Rep. Jayne Giles (R-Belfast) said. “It 
is made more attractive and appealing.  

 
“Grove Cemetery in Belfast is an historic site and part of the main entrance to our city,” she continued. “The 
proposed grant project to fund more tree plantings will be a lovely addition to this unique and well-cared for 
cemetery.  Of note, this is also the final resting place for my grandparents, as well as my uncle, Fred Breslin, who 
is a former Belfast City Manager.” 
 
The Project Canopy Assistance Program is funded by a grant from the USDA Forest Service Urban and 
Community Forestry Assistance Program, a federal initiative designed to strengthen the connections between 
people and their environment.  Last year, Project Canopy awarded 44 grants, totaling $250,000. 
 
For more information about Project Canopy, contact Jan Ames Santerre, Project Canopy coordinator, at (207) 287-
4987, or e-mail Jan.santerre@maine.gov 
 
Or go to: http://www.maineforestservice.gov/projectcanopy 
 
Maine Conservation Corps: Two for One 
 
The Maine Conservation Corps, under the Bureau of Parks and Lands, has walked away with two prestigious 
awards from the Coalition for Recreational Trails, a national organization representing the nation's major trail 

interests. The MCC won two “Annual Achievement Awards” in recognition of 
outstanding use of Recreational Trails Program (RTP) funds, which is federal money 
that comes from the federal fuel tax and is administered by the Federal Highway 
Administration. 
 
The MCC won for achievement in education and communication for its very 
challenging Giant Stairs Trail Project, a trail on Bailey 
Island owned by the town of Harpswell. The state corps also 

won for excellence in multiple-use management and corridor sharing for its 
Meduxnekeag River Bridge project, working with the town of Houlton and the 
Aroostook Riders ATV Club. 
 
The MCC was the only group to win two awards, a truly extraordinary achievement, and 
its contribution to Maine trails is highly noteworthy. The award winners were recognized 
at a special ceremony in Washington, D.C. on June 10 at the U.S. House of 
Representatives Rayburn House Office Building, during the annual celebration for Great 
Outdoors Week. 
 
For more information about the Giant’s Stairs Trail Project, go to: 
http://www.americantrails.org/awards/CRT09awards/Giants-Stairs-Trail-Maine-09.html 
 
For more information about the Meduxnekeag River Bridge, go to: 
http://www.americantrails.org/awards/CRT09awards/Meduxnekeag-Trail-Maine-09.html 
 
For more information about the MCC, go to: http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/mcc/index.html 
 

Giant’s Stairs Trail Crew 



   

By the way, American Trails magazine has an excellent article about all the work done by the MCC in the latest 
edition, titled “Maine Conservation Corps is a Partner for All Seasons.” You can find the digital format of the 
magazine here:  http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/americantrails/Sum09ATM/2009072301/ 
 
MCC Summer Season Achievements 
 
The summer season of the Maine Conservation Corps’ Field Team will come to a close Aug. 14 with a recognition 
celebration for its members. 
 
All in all, the Field Team will have completed 29 trail projects, including efforts such as bridge construction, 
cutting new trail, setting stone stairs, and clearing blow downs. More than 50 members served on nine trail crews 
in places such as Vaughn Woods State Park, Tumbledown Mountain, Deboullie Public Reserved Land, Quoddy 
Head State Park, and all along the Appalachian Trail.  
 
In addition, since the end of May, more than 60 volunteers have hit the trail with the MCC to help construct and 
preserve recreational trails across the state.  
 
As many of the summer members head back to school or off to new adventures, the MCC will bring on 19 new 
members for the fall season, Aug. 25. 
 
Governor Baldacci to Declare ALB Awareness Month  
 
The Maine Forest Service has teamed up with the Maine Department of Agriculture to conduct surveys and 
promote outreach to the public regarding the threat of the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) to the state’s forests. 
 
The outreach project, funded through a $75,000 grant from the USDA and part of a larger regional effort, so far 
has been very successful in bringing to the attention of Maine residents the threat of this invasive species. 
 
At the urging of the Ag Department, Gov. John E. Baldacci will declare the 
month of August as “Asian Longhorned Beetle Awareness Month.” 
 
“All Mainers have the responsibility to stop the introduction of the Asian 
longhorned beetle by remaining vigilant; halting transport of firewood, 
nursery trees, or logs from quarantined areas; and increasing their 
understanding and awareness of the Asian longhorned beetle and its severe 
potential impacts on the environment and the economy,” the proclamation 
states. 
 
There has been extensive media coverage about the issue, including some excellent 
television reporting (“Invasive Insects Threaten Maine’s Forests,” by Tim Goff, WCSH6, 
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=107390 ). Most importantly, numerous community groups 
and businesses are getting trained in the identification of the ALB and learning the importance of individuals 
throughout the state to monitoring the possible presence of the beetle. 
 
The Asian longhorned beetle, which kills maples, birches, poplars, willows and other tree species, was first in 
Worcester, Mass., by a local resident. It now has spread to parts of New York, New Jersey and Toronto, Canada. 

These known, infested areas are federally quarantined, and transportation of firewood out of quarantined areas is 
prohibited. 

An adult ALB 



   

Maine is the most heavily forested state in the nation, with more than 17 million acres of forestland. An ALB 
infestation has the potential of destroying Maine’s woodlands and affecting its wood products, tourism and maple 
sugar industries.  

Last month, the Maine Forest Service issued a warning not to move firewood, asking especially that people not 
bring firewood into the state. Maine state park staffers are asking campers to burn immediately any firewood 
brought into the state campgrounds from other states. 

Other outreach efforts have included training of community groups, land trusts and businesses, such as 
campgrounds and paper companies. Most recently, MFS interns have been on the road making presentations at 
state and private campgrounds about using local firewood and preventing the importation of ALB. 

The project is expected to continue in the next few weeks with a major survey effort conducted in both Portland 
and Bangor.  

For more information, go to: http://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/fhm/pages/firewood.html 

And   http://www.maine.gov/agriculture/pi/pestsurvey/pestinfo/ALB.htm 

 
 
First “Take A Hike” Event A Success  

 
The first statewide “Take A Hike” event, sponsored by the “Take It Outside!” initiative through the Maine Bureau 
of Parks and Lands, reached the top on Saturday, June 6. 

 
More than 250 people joined guided hikes around the state for the June 6 
National Trails Day event, and several hundred more visited state parks for the 
day, according to preliminary counts. Both children and adults hit the trails to 
view wildlife, habitat and extraordinary views around the state, according to 
staff reports. 
 
“Take It Outside!” is an initiative led by Gov. John Baldacci to encourage 
Maine's children and families to reconnect with nature. This is the first year 
that the “Take A Hike” event was held, with a variety of hikes held Saturday at 
state and federal parks and public lands around Maine.  

 
Support for National Trails Day was provided by sponsors L.L.Bean; Poland Spring, which donated water; 
Healthy Maine Partnerships; and the Maine Forest Service. 

    
 

 

Hiking Donnell Pond 



   

Lucky Families Win State Park Camping Weekends 

The 32 lucky families who each won a free camping weekend at one of Maine’s state parks have started enjoying 
their free weekends. The families, all who have never before gone camping, won the free weekend in an open 
lottery conducted through BPL’s “First-Time Campers” program, now in its second 
year. 
 
Nearly 800 families entered the drawing, even more than last year’s number. The 
winning families were notified, and their free camping weekends began the weekend of 
July 10-12 and will continue into August. 
 
The First-Time Campers program is part of the “Take It Outside” initiative led by Gov. 
John E. Baldacci. First-Time Campers was started last year, with more than 700 
families entering the free drawing. 
 
The program would not take place were it not for the support of some wonderful sponsors. 
 
The winning families each receive a free two-night reservation on the weekend of their choice and at one of the 
eight parks of their choice. The families are outfitted with loaned camping equipment, courtesy of L.L. Bean and 
Coleman, and they also receive four sleeping bags, which are theirs to keep, again courtesy of L.L.Bean and 
Coleman. They also receive a $50 gift card from Hannaford; coupons from Oakhurst Dairy; coffee from Wicked 
Joe; and drinking water from Poland Spring. 
 
Each family also gets help in learning camping skills from park staff, such as how to set up tents, picking the best 
site, and campfire safety. The families also can take part in special activities at the parks, including interpretive 
nature walks and canoe and fishing instruction, Best said. Special programs also will be provided by the University 
of Maine 4-H Camp & Learning Center at Bryant Pond at select parks, he said. 
 
At the end of the season, the 32 families will be entered into another drawing for a complete set of camping 
equipment provided by L.L.Bean. It is the second time that the world-renowned retailer has provided the grand 
prize. 
 
Initial reports indicate that the families are very excited about their mini-vacations, though the recent heavy rain 
dampened some enthusiasm. A very good article about the program was included in the Bangor Daily News 
("Family enjoys first-time camping trip" http://www.bangordailynews.com/detail/110552.html ). 
 
The families range in size from one person to a family of eight. They also come from all over Maine, including 
Portage Lake, Presque Isle, Bar Harbor, Westbrook and Gorham. 

Scoping Out SCORP 

What outdoor recreation issues and opportunities matter to you?  Now you can share your views as part of the 
Maine State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). 

The Maine SCORP is produced every five years by the Bureau of Parks and Lands to provide a vision for outdoor 
recreation needs and priorities throughout the state. The 2009-2014 SCORP now is under development, with a 
deadline of December 2009. 

The new plan will help identify and shape outdoor recreation priorities in the near future, and your input is 
welcomed!  

Camp Fare 



   

Maine’s SCORP identifies the demand for and supply of outdoor recreation areas and facilities based on available 
information. It also discusses outdoor recreation issues of statewide importance based on public and focus group 
comment.  

The final approved plan qualifies Maine to receive federal Land and Water Conservation 
Funds.  It also satisfies state legislative requirements and helps guide BPL decision 
making. 

To date, the BPL has conducted and commissioned recreation research; initiated three 
targeted focus group sessions; and has reached out to the recreation community for input 
on what issues need attention as the BPL crafts its plan. Materials and other information, 
such research, meeting results, and select draft sections of the plan, are being posted 
online. 

The following web links provide information on the current SCORP report process: 
 
Main SCORP page (meeting updates, focus group results, etc.): 
http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/programs/SCORP/index.html 
 
Maine SCORP blog page (more detailed postings, draft documents, opportunity to provide written comments 
online, etc.): 
http://maineparksandlands.wordpress.com/ 
 
For more information, or to get involved, contact Rex Turner, Maine Bureau of Parks & Lands outdoor recreation 
planner, at (207) 287-4920 or email rex.turner@maine.gov 

Maine's Mineral Resources on Google Earth 

The Maine Geological Survey recently activated its first Google Earth application on the web. Entitled "Maine's 
Mineral Resources," the site provides a wealth of information about Maine's mining history and economic 

deposits.  

 
The new application provides both general interest and technical 
information.  General users can browse images and descriptions of 
selected historical mines and significant historical commodities, such 
as granite, slate, feldspar, and gemstones.  Locations and descriptions 
also are given for the major metal deposits located in the state, 
including the world-class copper-zinc deposit discovered at Bald 
Mountain in 1977. 

Technical users can browse a database modified from the U.S. 
Geological Survey's Mineral Resources Data System (MRDS). MRDS 

is a worldwide database of mineral site records with related geologic, commodity, and deposit information.  
 
The USGS data were combined with records from the Maine Geological Survey’s “Maine Metallic Mineral 
Deposits” database and “Maine Mineral Localities Index.”  The combined database contains information for 1,083 
mineral resource localities in Maine. Users can view the entire database or the geographic distribution of 
individual commodities, such as copper, molybdenum, iron, minerals, or stone products.  Pop-up balloons display 
the locational accuracy, town name, commodities reported, and references. 

Screenshot of new MGS Google site 



   

The link for the site is http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mgs/explore/mining/mrds/mrds.htm 

First Bird Festival Draws Flocks  
 
A total of 135 people from around the state and even New Brunswick, Canada, participated in the first Aroostook 
State Park Birding festival event on Saturday, June 13. The bird watchers were able to see birds up close, help to 
catch and band them, learn about bird calls and enjoy the beauty of Maine’s first state park. 

 
Fifty-six species of birds were seen, including a number of woodpecker varieties for 
which the park is known. The most common bird seen was Maine’s official bird, the 
black-capped chickadee, followed by the American redstart and the Northern parula. 
 
The birding festival was a success in a number of ways for the park, according to Park 
Manager Scott Thompson. 
 
“It’s a huge success for Aroostook County, for the birding world in Maine,” Thompson 
said. “It’s a huge success in that it was getting individuals who had never been here to 
this part of Maine.” 

 
“This type of natural resources activity is a different avenue for us,” he continued. “The different activities we’re 
offering are bringing a wide variety of people to the park.” 
 
Thompson estimated that about 40 percent of festival participants were new to the park, and he said the age range 
varied from “some on the backs of their parents to individuals in their eighties.” People came from as far away as 
Kennebunk, Brunswick and the Bangor area. 
 
Thompson praised the 20 volunteers and experts who took part, including the park staff, Allen Cleaves, Russell 
Mount, and James Nadeau. “It was a successful venture, because of all involved,” Thompson said. 
 
For more information, contact Scott Thompson, park manager, at 768-8341, or go to: 
http://www.parksandlands.com 
 
Geologists Present Beach Report 
   
The 2009 Maine Beaches Conference was held July 10 at Southern Maine Community College in South Portland, 
with Maine Geological Survey playing a significant role. More than 150 people participated in the full-day event 
that included a full spectrum of sessions revolving around the value of Maine’s 
beaches. 
 
MGS geologists Stephen Dickson and Peter Slovinsky helped convene the 
meeting and lead sessions for the public and government officials.  
 
The conference, held every other year, features the release of an MGS Open-File 
Report, “The State of Maine’s Beaches in 2009.” The report summarizes some 
aspect of data collected by 15 teams of volunteer scientists who measure the 
beach every month year-round. The report this year examined how well the 
beaches recovered since the April 2007 Patriots’ Day Storm.  Most beaches showed good signs of recovery and 
received “passing grades.”  
 

Birding in the Park 



   

The report will be released on the MGS web site and supplements the earlier “The State of Maine’s Beaches in 
2007.” Other sessions focused on accessing the Maine coast, impacts of climate change and sea-level rise, water 
quality at ocean beaches, and steps to build a resilient coast that protects public and private property.  

 
A new, 55-minute DVD video “Building a Resilient Coast,” developed 
by Maine Sea Grant and the Maine Coastal Program with the assistance 
of MGS, was released and can be viewed online in segments.   
 
More details about the conference can be found on the Maine 
Geological Survey web site: 
http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mgs/mgs.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two Colonial Historic Sites Celebrate 
 
Two Maine historic sites had reason to celebrate in recent weeks. Fort Pownal at Fort Point State Park, Stockton 
Springs, celebrated its 250th anniversary with a two-day celebration on Saturday and Sunday, July 18-19. The 
Major Reuben Colburn House in Pittston held an open house on Saturday, June 20, to show off recent renovations. 

 
Fort Pownal, the little known fort that was the starting point for Waldo 
County, is located at the tip of Cape Jellison at Fort Point State Park. It was 
constructed in 1759 by Massachusetts Gov. Thomas Pownall, who wanted to 
fortify the mouths of Maine’s key rivers to force the French and Indians to 
remain inland. 
 
The well-attended fort celebration was organized by the town of Stockton 
Springs and Park Manager Terry Cole. It 
featured colonial reenactments, historic 
demonstrations, children’s activities, a parade, 
lighthouse tours and a commemorative 
ceremony with state and local dignitaries, 

including the Honorable Hannibal Hamlin. 
 
About 300 people showed up for the Colburn House opening to see the Kennebec 
River home used as headquarters by Benedict Arnold for the Quebec expedition. The 

homestead had undergone extensive renovation under the supervision of Park 
Historian Tom Desjardin.  
 
Exhibits on midwife Martha Ballard, bateau and artifacts found along the Arnold Trail were on display, and 
colonial re-enactors cooked in the beehive oven and demonstrated colonial crafts. Descendents from the Colburn 
family, coming all the way from Oklahoma, also showed up and signed the guest book.  
 
For information about both sites, go to: http://www.parksandlands.com 
 
 
 

MFS geologist Steve Dickson points out 
a beach feature to a conference group. 

Tarratine Fife and Drum Unit at Fort 
Pownal celebration 

Colonial craftsmen at the Colburn House 



   

New steel skidder bridge now available for loan at the Hancock Lumber Mill in Casco 
 
The Maine Forest Service has expanded its temporary skidder bridge loaner program for logging contractors to 
southern Maine with the addition of a 25-foot-long steel bridge based out of the Hancock Lumber Mill in Casco.  
 
That makes four sets of bridges available, one in Casco, one in Searsmont, one in Northern Penboscot County and 
one in Washington County.   
The new bridge comes in three 4-foot-wide panels that weigh approximately 3,600 pounds each.  It was funded by 
the Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund and built at Downeast Correctional Facility by Craig Smith’s welding class. 
 
To check on the Casco bridge availability or to arrange to borrow, contractors can contact Jeff Hall at (207) 329-
9128. 
 
The requirements for using a MFS skidder bridge insure 
environmental protection. Bridges are on loan to logging contractors 
free of charge, but the logging contractor is responsible for picking 
up and returning the bridge to the agreed-upon storage location 
unless other arrangements have been made.   
 
Bridges are loaned for a maximum of three months unless other 
arrangements have been made. The logging contractor using the 
loaner bridge is responsible for water quality protection and all 
regulatory compliance, and must use best management practices 
appropriate to the site conditions will be used in bridge installation, 
use and removal. 
 
The logging contractor also must allow the Maine Forest Service to 
inspect and document bridge installation.  

 
Contractors can check on bridge availability in their area by contacting MFS Forester Keith Kanoti at 287-1073 or 
keith.kanoti@maine.gov. 
 
Put These On Your Calendar … 
 

·  Wonder of Wood Fair 
Join us for a celebration of Maine forests at the “Wonder of Wood” Fair, 10am – 3pm Saturday, Sept.19, 
University of Southern Maine Sullivan Gym. This family friendly, FREE event features performances 
from the Great Maine Lumberjack Show, chainsaw-carving demos, educational workshops on Maine 
critters and birds for children, special guest appearance, and more! The fair is open to the public, FREE of 
charge, and will combine educational exhibits, informative displays, intriguing workshops, and activities 
for all ages!   
 
Wonder of Wood is presented by Forests for Maine’s Future, a collaboration of the following 
organizations; Maine Forest Service, University of Maine Center for Research on Sustainable Forests, The 
Maine TREE Foundation, and Small Woodland Owners Association of Maine. 
 
Did we mention this is FREE? For more information contact:  Kevin Doran, MFS natural science 
educator, at (207) 287-4988 or email kevin.doran@maine.gov 

 

Lifting a skidder bridge panel 



   

·  Community Forest Workshops 

A day-long workshop for municipal officials, conservation commissioners, foresters and loggers, land trust 
members, and people interested in community forests will be held on Oct. 16 in Bangor and Oct. 23 in 
Bath. The workshops will run 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Each workshop will focus on how community forests can be acquired and managed to provide multiple 
benefits to town residents. A field trip to an area community forest will be part of the agenda. 

These workshops are sponsored by the Maine Association of Conservation Commissions, Maine Forest 
Service and Community Forest Collaborative. Look for final notice of this event, including registration 
information and more location info, in September. 

Parks and Lands Get National Media Attention 
 

State-owned lands have been getting some excellent attention lately in the national 
media, both television and magazines. 
 
On Sunday, July 26, Good Morning America Weekend showed a feature on the 
Pemaquid Peninsula that included scenes of Colonial Pemaquid State Historic Park, 
with an interview of Commissioner Patrick McGowan. The segment is called “A 
Weekend Window to …” and features video footage of scenic places around the world. 
 
Colonial Pemaquid is a state historic site owned and managed by the Bureau of Parks 
and Lands, under the Maine Department of Conservation. Commissioner McGowan 
was interviewed earlier this month by GMA producer Kari Pricher for the segment on 
Colonial Pemaquid. The interview took place in the historic Fort House, built in the 
last quarter of the 18th century.  
 
Other state lands are featured as hiking and camping destinations in two major 
publications for the month of August. 

 
·  The Cutler Coast Public Reserve Lands unit in Washington County, also known as the “Bold Coast,” is 

featured as a “Wilderness Hideaway” in the August edition of “Backpacker” magazine.  
 

·  “Martha Stewart Living” magazine features five Maine state parks in an article on hiking in Maine, with 
text and photos by lifestyle doyenne Martha Stewart, who has a home in Maine. The state parks mentioned 
include: Sebago Lake State Park; Cobscook Bay State Park (“seaside camping on a peninsula”); Mount 
Blue State Park (“a lush, 7,000-acre park”); Mount Megunticook in Camden Hills State Park; and Screw 
Auger Falls in Grafton Notch State Park. 

 
The “Backpacker” feature doesn’t appear to be online. The other features are linked here: 
 
GMA Weekend: http://a.abcnews.com/Video/playerIndex?id=8176152 
 
Martha Stewart Living “More Maine Hikes”:   http://www.marthastewart.com/article/more-maine-
hikes?rsc=mpna_A 
 
 

Fort House  
at Colonial Pemaquid 



   

Facebook  
 
The number of our Facebook fans is growing with 330 folks now part of our MDOC group.  You all know that’s 
where you can find out what’s going on – right away! We post park reports, great pix and informational meetings 
and upcoming events. 
 

Please continue to share your all photos and comments, because we want to know 
what’s important to you, the people who own some of the most valuable and special 
places in Maine. 

 
Find the site here: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Maine-Department-of-Conservation/57426456796 
 
Here’s the affiliated site for the Penobscot Narrows Observatory-Fort Knox State Historic Site: 
http://www.facebook.com/business/dashboard/#/pages/The-Penobscot-Narrows-Observatory-Fort-Knox-State-
Historic-Site/989002480 
 
And our favorite group, Take It Outside! : http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=39236518221&ref=ts 
 
For more information on the Maine Department of Conservation, check out:  http://maine.gov/doc 
If you would like to get this newsletter, please send an email to: Jeanne.curran@maine.gov 
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