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Letter from the Commissioner 

 
Dear Friend of Conservation, 
 
The month of January has flown by. For me, it began with the distinct honor 
of being asked by Gov. Baldacci to be the Acting Commissioner of 
Conservation. Of course I said yes!  
 
The Maine Department of Conservation is charged with being the steward of 
the resources that define our state:  a rich geological history and unique 
natural communities; 17 million acres of forest; 10.4 million acres of 
unorganized territory; almost 600,000 acres of public reserved and no-
reserved lands; and the 48 state parks and historic sites that provide 
education, recreation and renewal for both Mainers and visitors. 
 
The people of MDOC are dedicated to conserving and improving these 
valuable resources for all Maine people, and they meet their responsibilities 
with high standards of commitment, service and integrity. I am constantly 
impressed with how passionate they are about what they do.  
 
This newsletter illustrates once again that the work of the Maine Department of Conservation impacts our 
economy and our enjoyment of our state every single day. 
 
My January will end with cross-country skiing with friends at Mt Blue State Park. The Winter Family Fun Day is 
always a great time.  Come out with us to explore the places you own -- you won’t be disappointed. 
 
See you on the trail and on the water, 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Eliza Townsend 
Acting Commissioner 
 
Park Trivia: How many Maine state park campgrounds are there? (Answer found below) 
 
MDOC Exceeds MSECCA Goal 
 
MDOC employees contributed more than $8,500 to the annual Maine State Employees Combined Charitable Appeal, which 
ended this month. The MDOC contributions for 2009 actually exceeded the department goal.  
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This past year marked the 30th year of the campaign, which allows state employees to contribute to a number of charities 
through paycheck deductions. 
 
 “It is a good feeling to realize how far campaign dollars will go to help out individuals, communities, local or worldwide 
charities,” Gale Ross, MSECCA organizer for MDOC, said. 
 

Governor Declares 2010 “Maine State Parks Year” 
 
Gov. John E. Baldacci on Monday, Jan. 14, declared 2010 “Maine State Parks Year” in recognition of the 75th anniversary of 
the Maine state parks system. Joined by legislators, Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands officials and local civic leaders, the 

governor read the proclamation during an afternoon ceremony in the Hall of Flags at 
the State Capitol. 

 “Our Maine state parks are a vital part of what makes Maine a great place to live in 
and visit,” Gov. Baldacci said during the ceremony. “State parks give Maine people 
and visitors alike a reason to be happy and healthy, providing recreation while 
conserving important locations in our state.” 

During the event, it was noted that park attendance has increased almost 8 percent 
over last year’s figures. More than 2.3 million visitors have been to the Maine state 
parks. 

Several legislators made comments on the importance of the state park to Maine’s 
economy and the well being of residents. Those who spoke included Sen. John 
Nutting (D-District 17), Rep. Jeff McCabe (D-Skowhegan), Rep. David Webster (D-
Freeport). 

Theresa Fowler, Presque Isle Area Chamber of Commerce executive director, 
emphasized the relationship of Maine’s first state park, Aroostook, to the local community. Elaine Clark, president of the 
Friends of Maine State Parks, made comments stressing the importance of continued support 
and financing of the state parks. 

75th anniversary activities are well under way. More than 600 people visited Lake St. George 
State Park in Liberty on Jan. 17 to attend a youth ice-fishing derby and to try dog sledding. 
The following weekend at Cobscook Bay State Park in Dennysville, 500 people enjoyed 
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, skating and more in a picturesque winter wonderland 
along the coast of Downeast Maine. 

The next winter event is a “Take It Outside” Winter Family Fun Day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Jan. 30, at Mt. Blue State Park, Weld. 

Park Ranger Samantha Wilkinson of Reid State Park has been writing a regular blog and 
column on park experiences. It can be found on the BPL website or in local newspapers. 

BPL is looking for a few good pictures!  Please share your photographs of at Maine state 
parks and historic sites.  They might be included in our exhibit in the atrium of the Maine 
State Museum. Send your pictures to bpl@maine.gov or to 75th anniversary pictures, BPL, 22 State House Station, Augusta, 
Maine, 04333. Include your name, date picture was taken and the name of the state park or historic site where the picture was 
taken. The exhibition at the Maine State Museum begins in March.  

BPL staff also is developing a “Park Passport” to make it easy for visitors to keep track of the parks they visit. Prizes and 
incentives will be provided to make it more fun. This new initiative begins in May. 

For more information on BPL and all the events going on, go to: http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/park_events/index.html) 

 
 

Theresa Fowler, Presque Isle 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
executive director, speaks 
during the proclamation 
ceremony. 

(l to r) Mike Leighton, BPL regional 
manager, Will Harris, BPL director, 
Julie McPherson, assistant regional 
manager, and Leland Griffith, park 
manager, pose before the event. 



   

State Park Campground Reservations to Open Feb. 1 for Sebago Lake; New Reservation System in Place 
 
The Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands’ reservation system will be open for Sebago Lake State Park campground 
reservations only at 9 a.m., Monday, Feb. 1 and for all state park campgrounds on at 9:00 a.m. Monday, Feb. 8. 
 
The BPL is using a brand-new reservation system to improve customer service. Online reservation-start days also are being 
split for the first time, with reservations being taken for the very popular Sebago Lake camp sites only on Monday, Feb. 1, 
through Feb. 7 to reduce wait times. In addition, a new online presentation demonstrates how to make reservations, which will 
help users review the reservation process ahead of time. 
 
The reservation processing traditionally opens the first Monday in February for the camping season, which extends this year 
from May 24 through Sept. 12. People still can camp at those state parks that are open before and after those dates, at an off-

season rate, but no reservations are taken.  Call parks directly for specific opening and closing dates 
during the off seasons.  People also can camp on Maine public reserve lands with no reservations 
required.   
 
As of opening reservation day, there will be no fee increase for sites at the state park campgrounds. 
Fees, however, do vary from campground to campground, with the highest fees for non-residents 
who want sites with water and electricity hookups. 
 

Campers can make reservations at Maine state campgrounds in four ways: 
 

·  Online at www.CampWithMe.com; 
 

·  By calling in state at 800-332-1501; or  (out-of-state) 207-624-9950;  
 

·  By mailing reservations to: Bureau of Parks and Lands, ATTN.: Reservations, 22 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333.  
Mailed reservation requests must not be postmarked before Feb. 1, 2010.  
 

·  By dropping off completed reservations, which will be processed during business hours at the Augusta office. 
 

Because of Sebago’s popularity, reservations for that park only will be taken one week before the rest of the state park 
campgrounds. It is the first time in 22 years that the reservation schedule has been split that way. On Monday, Feb. 1, Sebago 
Lake reservations also will be accepted for a four-night minimum stay. That is being done because Sebago tends to average 
longer stays than other campgrounds. 
 
For more information, go to: http://www.campwithme.com 
 
BPL Conserved Lands Top 1 Million Acres 
 
The year 2009 has been a break-through year for conservation in the state of Maine, according to BPL officials. 
 
Fifteen separate conservation projects completed in 2009 provided big boosts to ongoing initiatives. As a result, the BPL now 
has protected more than 1 million acres in conserved land and conservation 
easements, a 6 percent growth since 2008, according to officials. 
 
Primary goals of the acquisitions include preserving working forests, opening 
recreational opportunities and maintaining significant wildlife habitats. 
 
The 2009 projects included protection of more than 100 miles backcountry 
paddling along the Northern Forest Canoe Trail, protection of small 
mountains for hiking just outside both Bangor and Augusta, rail trails for 
snowmobiling and ATVs, and more.   
 

South Bog area of Rangeley Lake 



   

BPL now owns 84,652 acres in park lands; 590,667 acres in public reserved and non-reserved lands; and 348,457 acres in 
conservation easements. The total in ownership and conservation easements now is 1.023 million acres.  
 
In the past year, BPL added 59,299 acres in ownership and under conservation easements. 
 
A total of 61 percent of the newly acquired acreage – 36,355 acres – was acquired with no public funding. These acquisitions 
were the result of hydropower settlements (1,334 acres); development rezoning packages (28,280 acres); or charitable donations 
of land (6,741 acres). 
 
Funding for the remaining portion acreage acquired for appraised value came from private, state and federal sources including 
the U.S. Forest Service’s Forest Legacy Program ($5 million); the Land for Maine’s Future fund ($3.8 million); hydro- and 
wind-power cash contributions ($910,000); and private charitable funds through The Nature Conservancy and other groups. 

 
MCC Trains, Recruits New Leaders and Members 
 
The Maine Conservation Corps (MCC) is looking forward to a busy and productive 2010. In late February, the MCC’s Trail 
Training Academy will commence, led once again by Trail Training instructor Erin Amadon.  Amadon will spend 10 weeks 
preparing six MCC members to lead crews this coming season. The members will participate in a Wilderness First Responder 
course as part of their training. This course will be open to the public, though space is limited (See below under “Mark Your 

Calendar” for more information). 
 
MCC currently is recruiting for trail-crew team leaders (deadline February 26) and assistant team 
leaders and team members (deadline April 2) for the Field Team’s summer and fall seasons.  
These positions are a great opportunity to learn and increase trails skills while building and 
rehabilitating recreational trails across the state.  
 
MCC also is recruiting for several environmental educator positions (deadline March 1) to serve 
with non-profit and state organizations. Environmental education, community outreach, and 

biological monitoring and data collection are often important aspects of these positions.  Go to www.maine.gov/doc/parks/mcc) 
for position descriptions and applications. 
 
Over the coming months, the MCC will attend numerous career fairs, including the University of Maine at Orono and Unity 
College, and doing presentations at high schools and conferences across Maine. 
 
Age of ‘Herbie,’ Yarmouth’s Giant Elm, Remains under Scrutiny 
 
“Herbie,” the Town of Yarmouth’s state and New England champion American elm, afflicted with a systemic infection of 
Dutch elm disease, was cut down on Tuesday, Jan. 19, amid national attention.  

 
Peter Lammert, Maine Forest Service project forester, and Jan Ames Santerre, 
MFS senior planner and Project Canopy coordinator, were instrumental in 
monitoring Herbie’s health and advising the town on the tree’s removal. Santerre, 
who administers grants given by Project Canopy as well as the State’s Big Tree 
Register, has helped the committee with the trust that has been formed to not only 
pay for Herbie’s removal but to plant more trees in Yarmouth in the coming years.  
 
Prior to the tree’s removal, Lammert was designated at the “Official Ring 
Counter” by Yarmouth’s Herbie Project Committee. Lammert, who also serves as 
Thomaston’s tree warden, helped the Herbie Project Committee choose a saw mill 
that would be able to both saw and dry the lumber from the elm’s six main 

branches.  
  
Lammert now is working with specialized tree scientists to pinpoint Herbie’s exact 

Forester Lammert examines Herbie’s 
stump 



   

age, now estimated at 212-215 years. He expected this week to get a piece of the tree stump, which then will be dried, sanded 
and examined. 
 
Woodworkers and crafters throughout the United States already have placed orders for the many different types of lumber that 
will be produced at the saw mill, and some preliminary products already made from the wood. Artists have captured Herbie’s 
statuesque form in photos and woodcuts, and authors have come forward hoping to capture the story for a children’s book. 
All proceeds will support the formation of the Yarmouth Tree Trust, which will forever endow the planting and care of 
Yarmouth’s future champion trees. 
 
For more information, see the Town of Yarmouth web site: http://www.yarmouthcommunityservices.org/Herbie.html 
 
Maine Forest Rangers Monitor River Ice Jams and Flooding 
 
Maine Forest Service forest rangers this week helped assess ice jams and localized 
flooding for the Maine Emergency Management Agency.  
 
The forest rangers, using personal data assistants (PDAs), monitored ice jams on the 
Piscataquis River in the towns of Dover, Abbot and Willimantic. One MFS ranger also 
monitored an ice jam on the Kennebec River. 

 
Several resident reports made to emergency management officials prompted the activation 
of the forest rangers, who work in partnership with county and state emergency 
management officials. 
 
Ranger Dustin Pickering of Greenville sent in several assessments during the effort and used 
the PDA to collect photographs and map locations. The information was instantaneously transmitted using the PDA technology, 

supplied by Global Relief Technologies of Portsmouth, New Hampshire.  
 
The real time information, viewed over a secure internet connection by emergency 
managers in Dover and Augusta, allows for timely and accurate intelligence, providing 
them with an enhanced situational awareness on the flooding and ice jams. 
 
Ranger Pickering, along with Rangers Doug Huettner and Russ Landry, collected 
information on trouble spots in Piscataquis County.   
 
In Augusta, an ice jam on the Kennebec River was reported causing flooding to Lower 
Water Street. Ranger Scott Maddox, also armed with the PDA technology, was on scene 
sending in intelligence assessments.  

 
MFS Forest Protection Aircraft Assists Searches 
 
Maine Forest Service’s Forest Protection aircraft are called on quite regularly to assist on missions that are outside of their 
normal division duties. Two such missions occurred in early January. While the outcomes were tragic, Forest Protection 
nonetheless was there to provide support. 
 

The first was a request from the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to assist on the 
search for a lost snowmobiler in China who apparently disappeared while traveling on 
China Lake. The request came in Sunday evening for a helicopter to respond on Monday, 
Jan. 4.  
 
Forest Protection sent its Bell 407, piloted by Chris Blackie and John Crowley, to pick up 
two IF&W game wardens. The aircraft worked under the direction of the IF&W incident 
commander, searching the area all day until darkness and weather deterioration forced them 
to return. Forest Protection has had a written agreement for many years with IF&W to 

Flooding in Willimantic 

Flooding in Augusta 

MFS Bell 407 



   

provide such cooperative assistance in searches for lost persons and are called on several times a year to provide that service.  
 
The second mission was a request from Maine State Police to respond to a search for a downed aircraft in Olamon. The call 
came in at about 11:10 p.m., and John Knight, MFS forest ranger pilot supervisor, was in the air with the division’s Cessna 185 
by about 11:30.  
 
Knight flew the search area with an IF&W aircraft and an aircraft from the Down East Emergency Medical Institute. GPS 
coordinates of the last known position of the lost airplane were provided by air traffic control, which also provided traffic 
position reports so that the three aircraft could safely search the relatively small area. The lost aircraft eventually was found 
crashed on Olamon Island in the Penobscot River.  
 
“Our division has been a cooperating agency in the state’s ‘Search and Rescue Plan for Downed Aircraft’ since its inception,” 
Knight said. “We have very good working relationships with the other state agencies, and these are just two examples of the 
cooperation among state agencies that sometimes goes un-noticed.” 
   
Project Canopy calls for Arbor Day Posters 

Fifth-grade classes in Maine and across the country are invited to showcase their creativity and 
talents by submitting posters for the 2010 Arbor Day National Poster contest. In Maine, the contest is 
managed by the Maine Forest Service’s Project Canopy, a community forestry program. 

Pupils are encouraged to learn about the role trees play in energy production and conservation with 
this year’s theme of: “Trees are Terrific… and energy wise”.  

Free educational materials may be downloaded at the National Arbor Foundation website.  Posters are due by March 5, 2010. 
Educators and home-schoolers may register by contacting Laura Zitske at projectcanopy@roadrunner.com or 623-2371. 

Maine Forestry Direct Link Loan Program Assists Maine Loggers and Encourages Certification 
 
Over the past few months, activity in the Maine Forestry Direct Link Loan Program has picked up considerably.  The Direct 
Link loan program uses money from the EPA’s state revolving loan fund to provide low-interest loans to loggers who purchase 
environmentally sensitive logging equipment.  
 

The program requires loggers to obtain third-party certification within one year of 
the signing of the Direct Link loan agreement. The program has been particularly 
popular with loggers in Northern Aroostook County, although loans have been made 
to loggers throughout the state.  
 
A recent round of inspections on equipment in the program showed that these 
loggers were using appropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs) to protect water 
quality on their harvests. BMPs are based on a set of fundamental concepts that, 
when understood, allow loggers flexibility in determining which on-the-ground 
practices will most effectively and efficiently protect water quality on a particular 

harvest. 
 
Fundamental BMPs include defining objectives and responsibilities on the harvest; 
pre-harvest planning; anticipating site conditions; controlling water flow; 

minimizing and stabilizing exposed soil; protecting the integrity of bodies of water; and handling hazardous materials safely. 
 
Maine Forest Service Participates in 2010 Agricultural Trades Show 
 
The Maine Forest Service participated in the three-day 2010 Maine Agricultural Trades Show on Jan. 12-14 at the Augusta 
Civic Center. The primary focus was on providing landowners and others in the agricultural community with information about 
forest management, burning firewood, forest insect and disease issues, forest certification, and assistance available from the 

Ben Pelletier of Allagash with his brand- 
new Timber pro harvester. 



   

Maine Forest Service. 
 
MFS staffers Kevin Doran, Peter Lammert, Keith Kanoti, Morten Moesswilde, Jan 
Santerre, Andy Shultz, and entomologists Charlene Donahue, Allison Kanoti, Bill 
Urquhart and Colleen Teerling reported a steady stream of interested landowners at the 
booth, with many requests for follow-up assistance or referrals, from landowners 
representing hundreds if not thousands of acres in total.  
 
With 10 minutes remaining before closing time, one forest owner hurriedly approached 
Doran, MFS natural science educator, with questions concerning his newly purchased 
woodlot. After a lengthy discussion, the “new” woodland owner left with a referral to a 

district forester and a stack of materials including the best-selling "Forest Trees of Maine" 
book. 

 
This year’s exhibit featured the MFS log cabin display, which attracted unprecedented numbers of attendees. During the show, 
Alec Giffen, MFS director, also presented “Carbon Credits and Offsets -- Opportunities for Woodland Owners”   at the 
SWOAM annual forest landowner meeting. 

Maine Forest Service Offers Email Newsletter 

The Maine Forest Service is offering a unique opportunity for the public to stay informed about forestry issues and events by 
subscribing to its “Woods Wise Wire” email newsletter. The free newsletter details numerous events, such as workshops 
and seminars, and resource opportunities for people with an interest in Maine’s forest and forest-products industries. It 
is sent out every Tuesday by email. 

Anyone who would like to be up-to-date on all things “Woods Wise” in Maine's forests can send an email to Greg Lord at 
gregory.r.lord@maine.gov and request to be added to the Woods Wise Wire mailing list. For more information about the Maine 
Forest Service, go to: http://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/index.shtml 
 
Mark Your Calendar … 

 
·  BPL will hold the second of two scoping meetings for its use management planning in the Western 

Mountains Region at 6 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 4, Rangeley Lakes Regional School Multipurpose Room, 
43 Mendolia Rd., Rangeley. The first one was held on Jan. 28. Written comments on the Western 
Mountains Region Management Plan can be sent to Amy Hudnor, senior planner, Maine Bureau of Parks 
and Lands, 22 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333. Hudnor can be reached by email at: 
amy.hudnor@maine.gov.  For more information, go to: 
http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/programs/planning/index.html 

 
·  MPBN will be the first public network in the country to show “Lurking in the Trees,” a half-hour 

documentary on the Asian longhorn beetle invasion of Worcester, Mass. The documentary is sponsored by 
the US Department of Agriculture - Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, US Forest Service, The Nature 
Conservancy, The Continental Dialogue on Non-Native Forest Insects and Diseases, and the Grantham 
Foundation for the Protection of the Environment. The documentary will be shown 11 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 
6; 11 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 7; and 11 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 28. 
 

·  Washington County Tourism Day will be held Wednesday, Feb. 17, at the Hall of Flags, State Capitol, 
Augusta. It should be a fun day with lots of displays and presentations highlighting our most Down East 
county. Look for BPL to be there, as we have four outstanding parks there: Cobscook Bay, Roque Bluffs, 
Quoddy Head and Shackford Head. These are gorgeous places and not to be missed! 

 
·  Maine Conservation Corps is hosting a 9-day (72 hour) Wilderness First Responder Course from March 22-

26 and March 29-April 1 at Camp Mechuwana in Winthrop. The course, instructed by Stonehearth Open 

Visitors at the MFS booth. 



   

Learning Opportunities (SOLO) of Conway, New Hampshire, will give successful participants a nationally 
recognized Wilderness First Responder certification lasting three years. The course cost is $550. Call Erin 
Amadon, Trail Training instructor, before March 11 at 207.624.6094 to reserve space. 
 

·  Men’s Journal is expected to feature the Allagash Wilderness Waterway in its April edition. Look for the 
magazine on your local newsstand! 
 

·  The Maine Geological Survey will hold the 21st annual Maine Mineral Symposium on May 7-9 at the 
Senator Inn and Conference Center in Augusta. The heart of the symposium is a one-day program of 
talks on minerals and related subjects, such as gemstones and mining history pertaining to a wide range of 
localities in Maine and other parts of New England and eastern Canada. There also will be presentations on 
mineral hunting in Mexico and China. The symposium will conclude with the traditional of mineral-
collecting field trip on Sunday. For more information, go to:   
http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mgs/explore/minerals/symposium.htm 

 
Find Us on Facebook! 
 
Join our Facebook fans, because it helps keep you informed about the MDOC and you can share what you like about 

Maine’s special places! Find us here: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Augusta-ME/Maine-
Department-of-Conservation/57426456796?ref=ts 
 
Park Trivia Answer:  There are 12 Maine state park campgrounds, many with some of the most 

incredible camp sites available, including some located right on the water. There were more than 221,000 overnight stays at 
state park campgrounds last year. 
          Our most popular campground by far is Sebago Lake, with many visitors returning year after year to camp with family 
and friends. More than 84,000 overnights took place at Sebago in 2009. Remember, reservations for Sebago open on Monday, 
Feb. 1, and for all others, on Monday, Feb. 8. 
 
     For more information on the Maine Department of Conservation, check out:  http://maine.gov/doc   
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